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"CHAPTER i- 

WHENEVER Mrs.'Stafford and Em- 
incline were afterwards alone, thfey 
could think and fpeak of nothing but Lady 
Adehna. The misfortunes in which an 
unhappy marriage had involved her, her 
friendlefs youth, her lovely figure, the fet- 
tled forrow and deep regret that fhe feemed 
to feel for the error into which her too great 
fenfibility of heart .had belayed her, en- 
Vot.IIL ^'-B ':* ^'* gaged 
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gaged their tendereft pky, and niade th^m 
both anxious to give her all the confolation 
and affiftance (he was now capable of re- 
ceiving. 

When they coilfidered. the uncertainty 
of her remaining long concealed where (lie 
was, and the probability that Ficz-Edward 
himfelf might difcover her, they faw' the 
neceflity of her removal from Woodbury 
Foreft. But it was a prppofal they could not 
yet make— nor had they yet recoUefted 
any place where ^ fhe rfti^rbe*more fe- 
cure. 

Emmeline^ who felt herfelf particularly 
interefted by her misfortunes, and who was 
more pleafed with her cqnverfation the 

' oftener fhe converfcd with her, feldom 
failed of feeing her every day: But Mts. 
Stafford, more apprehenfi ve of obf^rvaftioi^, 

' could not fo frequently vifit her ; and the 

' precjuition of both redoubled, when Mis. 
Alhwood, Mifs Galton, and the twa IVKfs 

{ Alhwood^s^ arrived at WoodfieW> where 
they declared an intgation of flaying the 

. months o£ Juoe ^n4 July. 
■ ^ '4 . '^ ::: \ ... ^^^._Thither 
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THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 3 

Thither alfo, foon after, came the 
younger Mr. Crofts, who had made an ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Stafford in London 
with the hope of obtaining an invitation, 
which he eagerly accepted. 

Sir Richard Crofts, in the ambition of 
making a family, had determined to give 
every advantage to his eld eft fon, which 
might authorife him to look up to thofe al- 
liances that would, he hoped, make his own 
obfcuricy forgotten. From the firft dawn 
of his fortune, he had confidered Mr. 
Crofts as it*s general heir ; and had very 
plainly told his younger fon, that a place 
under government, which he had procured 
for him, of about three hundred a year, 
muft be his only dependance ; till he (hould 
poffefstwo thoufand pounds, all the provi- 
lioa he intended making for him ac his 
death — as he meant not to diminilh, by a 

more equal divifion, the patrimony of his 

brother. He recommended to him there- 
lore to remedy this deficiency of fortune by 

looking out for an affluent wife. 

Nature had not eminently (Qualified him 

fgr fuccefs in fuch a proje^ft ; for his per^ 
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foil was (hort, thick, and ill made, and his 
face compofed of large broad features, two 
dim grey eyes, and a complexion of a dull 
iallow white. A vain attempt to look like 
a gentleman, ferved only to render the 
ineannefs of his figure more remarkable; 
and the qualities of his heart and under- 
jftanding were but little calculated to make 
his perfonal imperfections forgotten. His 
heart was felfilh, narrow, unfeeling, and at 
once mean and proud; his underftanding 
beneath mediocrity ; and bis converfation 
tronfiftcd ofquaint fcrapsof fomething that 
Jiefuppofcd was wit, of at leaft very like 
it. And even fuch attempts to be enter- 
taining, poor as they were, he retailed fronx 
^he ofBce whefe he pafTed the greateft part 
of his time, and for a fubaltern employment 
in which his education had been barely 
€uch as fitted him. But ignorant as he was, 
*and devoid of every eftimable accomplifli- 
ifaent, he had an infinite deal of that iiife- 
tior kind of policy called cunning; andbcb 
ins accuftomed to confider his eftabli(h< 
mqnt as depending wholly on himfelfi he 

badac<juir€d.a liabit of falrificing •every 

* . fenti- 
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fentiment attd every paflion to that one 
purpofe ; and would adopt the opinions, 
and fubinit to the caprices of others, when- 
ever be thought they Could promote it. He 
had learned the obfequious attention, the 
indefatigable induftry, the humble adula- 
tion which is nccefCiry for the under depart- 
ments of political bufinefs. And while fuch 
acquilitions gave him hopes of rifmg in 
that line, they failed not to contribute to 
his fucccfs in another. He would walk 
from the extremity of Weftminfter to Wap- 
ping, to fmuggle a fet of china or of qua- 
drille boxes for the mother or aiint of aa 
heirefs ; and would, with great temper, fuf-^ 
fer the old ladies to take advantage of him 
at cards, while he ogled the young ones.. 
Which,^ together with his being always 
Veady to perform for them petty fervices^ 
ahd to flatter them without fcruple, had ob- 
tained for him the charader of " one of 
^* the beft creatures breathing." But what- 
ever favour thefe various recommendadons 
obtained for him for a time, from the 
elderly ladies, he loft his ground when his 

' B 3 Yiewa 
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« 

views were difcovered ; and tho* he had re- 
ceived what he fancied encouragement from 
two or threp young women of fortune on 
their firft emerging from the nurfery, yet 
they had no fooner acquired an handfomer 
or richer lover, than ** the beft creature 
^ breathing*' was difcarded. 

He was not however difcouraged ; and 
meeting with Mrs. Aftiwood at a rout at 
Lady MontteVillc^^s te was told by Mifs 
Delamere, who was ejftremely diverted 
with her airs of elegance, that fhe was a 
rich widow who wanted a huftand. He 
enquired into the circumftances of her for- 
tune ; and being affured (he poffeffed fuch 
an income as would make him eafy, he 
thought fome little advantage fhe had over 
hini in point of age no diminution of her 
attractions, and found it convenient to fall 
immediately in love. She liftened to him 
with complaifance ; and^ foon difcovered 
that he was not fo plain as at firft he 
appeared to be'* — foon afterwards, that 
he was rather handfome, and vaftly fen- 
fiblc and agreeable,'* After which, he 
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mado a rapid pra^efs in her iieart; and it 
wasxomreF^d'betwieen th^m that he (hould 
follow her to Woodfield. 

Emmeline and Mrs. Stafford were wea- 
ried to dearfi widi the party. But the for- 
mer forbore to complain, and the latter was 
forced to rub*it, a Ad to fmile while anguilh 
was ffequeMly at her heart. - 

Mrs. Alhwddd talked of nothing but 
faftvionablfe parties and faftiionable people, 
to whom her acquaintance with Lord Mon* 
treviUe's fenH^jr had introduced her ; and 
fhc now ftldotti deigned to name an untided 
acquaintance— while Crofts hung on her 
long narratives with affefted admiration; 
and the two eider of her three daughters, 
who wepd aU in training to be beauties, 
aped their mother in vanity and imperti- 
nence. 

The eiddl Mifs Afliwood, now about 
foiffteen, was an infupportable torment to^ 
Emmeline, as fhe had takjpn it into her 
head to form, with her, a fentimental friend- 
fliip. She had learned all the cafit 6f fenti- ' 
event from not^k • and her mama' ^\oNt.x^ 

B 4 \v3A 
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had extremely edified her in teaching her 
to exprefs it. She talked perpetually 
of delicate embarraflments and exquifite 
fenfibilities, and had probably a lover, as 
(he extrenjely wanted a confidant ; a poft 
which EmmeHne with fome difficulty de-, 
clined.— Of ^* the fweet novels" (he liad 
read, (he juft underftood as much as made 
her long to become the heroine of fuch an 
hiitory hcrfelf, and (he wanted fomebody 
to liften to her hopes of being fo. But 
Enuneline (hrunk from her advances, and 
repiaid her fondnefs with general and cool ; 
civility; tho' Mrs. A(h wood, who loved ra- 
ther to liften to Crofts than to attend to 
her daughters, continually promoted the 
intimacy, in hopes that (he would take 
them ofFhcr hands, and allow them to be the 
companions of her walks. 

This, Emmeline was obliged ftudioufly 
to evade, as fuch companions would en- 
titely have prevented her feeing Lady Ade- 
lina ; and by repeated excufes (he not only 
irritated the curio(ity of Mrs. A(hwpod and 
Mifs Galton, but gave the former an ad- 
ditional 
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ditional caufe of diflike to that which (he 
had already conceived^ inafmuch as fhe 
was younger, handfomerj, and more ad- 
mired than herfelf. 

Emmeline received frequent letters from 
Delamere, as warm and paffionate as his 
perfonal profeflions. He told her, that as 
his mother's health was greatly amended, 
he intended foon to vifit thofe parts of 
France with which he was yet unacquainted ; 
and fhould pafs fomc time in die Northern 
Provinces, from.whence he entreated her to 
allow him to come only for a few days to 
England to fee her — an indulgence which he 
faid would enable him to bear with more 
tranquillity the remaining^ months of his^ 
exile. 

Tho* nowaccuffomedto'confider him as- 
her hufhand, Emmeline refolutely refufed 
to confent to this breach of his engagement: 
to his father. She had lately feen in her 
friends, Mrs. Stafford, and Lady Adelina, 
two melancholy inftances of the. frequent 
unhappinefs of veiy early marriages ; and 
Ihe had no inclination to hazard her own 

B 5 happinels> 



happinefs in hopes of proving an exception* 
She wiflied, therefore, rather to delay her 
union with Delamere two or three years; 
but to him fhe never dared hint at fuch a 
delay.' A clandeftine interview it was, 
however, in her power to decline ; and (he 
anfwered his requeft by entreating him 
not to think of fuch a journey ; and repre- 
fented to him that he could not expedl 
Lord Montreville would finally adhere to 
his promifes, if he himfelf was carelefs of 
fulfilling the conditions on wliich his Lord- 
Ihip had infifted* Having thus, as (he fup- 
pofed, prevented Delamere from offending, 
his father, and without any immediate un- 
eaiinefs on her own account, (he g^e up 
her mind to the folicitude (he could not 
help feeling for Lady Adelina. This oc- 
cupied almoft all her time when (he was 
alone ; and gave her, when in company, 
an air of abfence and referve. 

Tho* Mrs« A(hwood fo much encouraged 
the attention of James Crofts, (he had not 
forgotten Fitz-Edward, whom (he had 
vainly fought at Lady Montreville's, in 

hopes 
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jbopes of ir^iewing an acxjuaititance which 
had in it's commencement ofFered her fo 
fimch (msikiAion. Fitz-Edward had been 
amufcd wiA her ahftirdity at the moment, 
but had netver thought of her afterwards ; 
mx woiaid he then h^ve bdlowcd fo much 
fame on ^ WOfftan to him entirely in- 
different, had not he been thrown in her 
iHray by his d^fire to beftiend DelAnere with 
Emmeline, on one of thofe days wlien 
Lady Adelm iiififted on his leaving her, 
to avoid the appearance of his paifing with 
her all his tkne. Happy in (uccefsfol love^ 
his gai^y then knew no bounds ; and his 
«greeat4e flattery^ his lively converfation, 
his faftiionable malihers, and his handfome 
perfon, had not fmce ht^n abfeht from the 
memory of ^rs. Afhwood. His being 
Iblnietifties at the hdufe he had borrowed 
of Delamere, near Woodfield, was one of 
the principal induceitients to her to go tlii« 
ther. She indulged fanguine hopes of 
fecuring fuch a conqueft ; and evaded giv- 
ing to Crofts a pofitiVe anfwer, tiH fhe had 

B 6 vci^A^ 
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made another - eflay on the heart of the 
Colonel, 

He came, however, fo feldom to Wood- 
field, that Mrs, Stafford had feen him there 
only once fince her meeting Lady Adelina ; 
and then he appeared to be under encreafed 
dejedion, for which (he knew now how to 
account, ^ 

Emmeline had given Mrs. Stafford fo in« 
different an account of Lady Adelina one 
evening, that (he determined' the next; 
morning to fee her. She therefore went 
immediately after breakfaft, on pretence of 
vifiting a poor famijy who had applied to 
her for affiftance ; when as Mrs. Alhwood, 
Mifs Galton and Emmeline, were fitting 
together, Colonel Fitz-Edward was aor 
nounced* 

He came down to Tylehurft _ only the 
evening before ; and not knowing there was 
company at Woodfield, rode over to pafe 
an hour with the two friends, to whom he 
had frequently been tempted to communi- 
cate the fource of his melancholy. 

Whether it was owing to the confciouf- 

nef& 
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nefs of Lady Adelina's mournful ftory that 
arofe in the mind of Emmeline, or whether 
feeing Fitz-Edward again in company with 
Mrs, Afliwood renewed the memory of 
what had befallen her when they laft met, 
Ihe blufhed deeply the moment (he beheld 
him, and arofe from her chair in confeifion ; 
then fat down and took out her work, 
which (he had haftily put up; and trying 
to recover herfelf, grew dill more confufedj 
and trembled and blulhed again. 

Mrs, Afliwood was in the mean time 
overwhelming Fitz-Edward with compli- 
ments and kind looks, which he anfwered 
with the diftant civility of a flight ac- 
quaintance ; and taking a chair clofe to 
Emmeline, enquired if (he was not well ?' 

She anfwered that (he was perfedtly well j 
and attempted to introduce general con- 
verfa«Dn, But Fitz-Edward was attentive 
only to her ; and Mrs. Alhwood, extremely 
piqued ai: his diftant manner, meditated an 
excufe to get Emmeline out of the room, 
in hopes of obtaining more notice* 

Fita^- Edward, however^ having talked 

apart 
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apart with Mifs Mowbray a ftiort time, 
arofe and took leave, having by his man- 
lier convinced Mrs. Afliwood of what Ihe 
rehiftantly believed, that fome later at- 
tachment had obliterated the iniprcffion 
flbe had made at dieh: firft interview. 

^y I never faw fuch a figure in my life," 
cded Ihe, ** as Mr. Fitz-Edward. Mercy 
** on me!-— he is grown fo thin, and fo 
« fallow ! 

^' And fo ftupid," interrupted Mifs 
Galton. ^^ He is in love 1 fancy." 

Emmeline blufhed again ; and Mrs. Afli- 
wood c^ing a malicious look at her, faid— 

Oh yes— he doubtlefs is in love. To 

men of his gay turn you know it makes 

no difference, whether a perfon be aftu- 

aily married or engaged^* 

EnMieline, uncertsun of the meaning of 
this farcafm, and unwilling to be provoked 
to make a tart reply, which flie felt her- 
felf ready to do, put up her work and left 
the room. 

While (he went in fearch of Mrs. Staf- 
ford, to enquire after Lady Adclina, and 

to 
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to relate the converfation that had pafled 
between her and Fitz-Edward, Mrs. Alh- 
wood and Mifs Galton were indulging 
their natural malignity. Tho* well ap- 
prized of Emmeline's engagement to De- 
lamere, yet they hefitated not to impute 
her conflifion, and Fitz-Edwsurd's beha- 
viour, to a paffion between diem. They be- 
lieved, that while her elopement with De- 
lamere had beyond retreat entangled her 
with him, and while his fortune and fu- 
ture title tempted her to marry him, her 
heart was in poffeffion of Fit z- Edward; 
and that Delamere was the dupe of his 
miftrefs and his friend. 

This idea, which could not have oc- 
curred to a woman who was not herfelf ca- 
pable of all the perfidy it implied, grew 
immediately familiar with die imagination 
of Mrs. Aftiwood, and embittered the 
ienfe of her own difappointment. 

Mifs Galton, who hated Emmeline 
more if poffible than Mrs. Alhwood, irri- 
tated her fufpicions by remarks of her own. 
She obferved " that it was very extraoM- 
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*' dinary Mifs Mowbray ftiould walk out 
>* fo early in a morning, and fo ftudioufly 
'^ avoid taking any body with her— and 
*^ that unlefs fhe ha<i appointments to 
^* which (he defired no witnefs, it was 
^* Ytr/ fingular flie ftiould chufe to ramble 
^* about by herfelf/' 

From thefe obfervations, and her evident 
confufion on feeing him, they concluded that 
(he had daily affignations with Fitz- Edward. 
They agreed, that it Would be no more than 
common juftice to inform Mr. Delamere 
of their difcovery ; and this they determined 
to do as foon as they had certain proofs to 
produce, with which they concluded a very 
little trouble and attention would furnifli 

them, 

James Crofts, whofe fuceefs was now in- 
ijifputable, fmce of the handfome Colonel 
there w<re no hppes, was let into the fecret 
of their fufpicions ; and readily undertook 
to afEft in detefting the intrigue, for which 
he affured them he had particular talents. 
While, therefofe, Mrs. Aftiwood, Mifs 
Galton, and James Crofts, were preparing 

to. 
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to undermine die peace and charafterof 
the innocent, : ingenuous Emmelinc, (he 
and Mrs. Stafford^were meditating how to 
be ufeful to the iinhappy L-ady Adelina. 
They became every day more interefted 
and more apprehenfiyc for the fate of that 
devoted young wcwnan, whofe health feemed 
to be fuch as made it very improbable ihe 
fhould furvivc the birth of her child. Her 
fpirits, too, were fo depreffed, that they 
could not prevail on her to think of her 
own fafety, or to allow them to make any 
overtures to her femily ; but, in calm and 
hopelefs languor, (he feemed refigned to the 
horrors of her defliny, and determined to 
die unlamented and unknown. 

Her elder brother. Lord Wefthaven, 
had returned from abroad almoft imme- 
diately after her concealment. His en- 
quiries on his firft arrival in Elngland had 
only informed him of the enjibarraflment of 
Trelawny's affairs, and the inconvenience 
to which his filler had confequently been ex- 
pofed ; and that after flaying fome time in 
England^ to fettle things as well as (he could, 

(he 
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fW liad difappeared j and'cvery body believed^ 
wai gone to hcrhuflband. Hts Lord{hip*s 
Acquaintance and marriage with Augufta 
Delamcre, aimoft immediately fucceeded ; 
but while it was (JependlJfi^, he was afto- 
nifhed to hear from Lord and Lady Clah- 
carryl that Lady Adefina had never written 
to them before her departure. He ^s^ent in 
fearch of Fit2i-£ldward ; biit ciould never 
meet him at home or obtain frdm his fer-. 
Vaiits any diredtion \^here to find hhn. 
Fitz-Edward, indeed, pufpofely avoided 
him, and had left no addrefs ^ his lodg- 
ings in town or at Tylehurft. 

Lord Wefthaven then wrote toTrelawny, 
but obtained no anfwer ; and growing daily 
more alarmed at the uncertainty he was in 
about Lady Adelina, he determined to go, 
as foon as he was married, to Switzerland ; 
being perfuadedthattho'fome accident had 
prevented his receiving her letters, (he had 
found an afylum there, among his mother's 
relarions. ; 

Fitz-Edward, with anxiety even more 
poignant, had foiight her with as little fuc- 

cefs. 
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cefs. After the morning when (he dif- 
charged her lodgings^ and left them in an 
hackney coach with her maid, he could 
never, with all his unwearied refcarches, 
difcover any traces of her. 

He knew ihe was not gone to Trelawriy ; 
and dreading every ihing from her deter- 
mined forrow, he paffed his whole time be- 
tween painful and fruitlefs conjeftures, and 
the toraientiAg apprehenfion of hearing of 
fbmc fatal event. Inceflantly reproaching 
himfclf for being die betrayer of his truft, 
and the ruin of a lovely and amiable wo- 
man, he gave himfelf up to regret and de- 
fpondence. The gay Fitz-Edward, fo lately 
the envy and admiration of the faftiionable 
world, was loft to fociety, his friends, and 
himfelf. 

He paffed much of his time at Tylehufft ; 
becaufe he could there indulge, without in- 
terruption, his melancholy refleftions, and 
faw only Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline, in 
whofe foft and fenfible converfation he found 
a tranfient alleviation of his forrow — forrow 
which now grew too fevere to be longer 

concealed ^ 
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concealed, and which he refolved to take 
the earfieft opportunity of acknowledging, 
in hopes of engaging the, pity of his fair 
friends— perhaps their affiftance in difcover- 
ing the unhappy fugitive who caufed it. 
: From Lady Adelina, they had moft care- 
fully concealed that his rcfidence was (o 
near the obfcure abode flie had chofen. 
Fatal as he fxad been to her peace, and con- 
fcientioufly as fhe had abftained from 
naming him after their firfl: converfation, x 
they knew that fhe ftill fondJy loved him, 
and that her fears for his fafety had aflifted 
her fenfe of reftitude when (he determined 
to tear herfdf from him. But were fhe 
again to meet him, they feared (lie would 
either relapfe into her former fatal afFedion, 
or conquer it by an effort which in her 
precarious ftate of health might prove im- 
mediately fatal. ^ 

The requeft which Titz-Edward had 
* made to Emmeline, that he might be al- 
lowed to fee her and Mrs. Stafford together^ 
without any other perfon being prefent,. 
they both wiftied to evade j dreading leaft 

they 



THEdRPHAK OF THE CASTLE. 21 

they fliould by their countenances betray 
the knowledge they had of his unhappy 
ftory, and the intereft they took in it's 
cataftrophe. 

They hoped, therefore, to efcape hearing 
his confeffion till Lady Adelina fliould be 
removed — ^and to remove her became in- 
difpenfibly neceflar}^ as Emmeline was con- 
vinced (he was watched in her vifits to the 
cottage. 

Twice (he had met James Crofts within 
half a quarter of a mile of the cottage ; and 
at another time difcovered, juft as (he was 
about to enter it, that the Mifs A(hwood5 
had followed her almoft to the door, which 
fhe therefore forbore to enter. Thefe cir- 
cumftances made both htfr and Mrs. Staf- 
ford folicitous to have Lady Adelina 
placed in greater fecurity ; and, added to 
Emmeline's uneafinefs for her, was the un- 
pleafant fitOation in which (he found her- 
felf. 

Obferved with malicious vigilance by 
Mrs. Afliwood, James Crofts, Mifs Galton, 
and the two Mifles, (he felt as a^k^^x^ ^.^ 
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if ihe reaily had fome fecret of her own to 
hide; and with all the purity and even he- 
roifm of virtue, learned the uneafy fenfation 
which ever attends myftery and conceal- 
ment. The hours which ufed to pafs tran- 
quilly and rationally with Mrs. Staflford, 
.were now dedicated to people whofe con- 
verfation made her no amends; and if (he 
retiied to her own room, it failed not to 
excite fneers and fufpicions. She faw Mrs. 
Stafford ftruggUng with dejeftion which 
(he had no power to ciifiipate .or relieve, 
and obliged to enter into frequent "parties 
of what is called pleafure, tho* to her it 
gave only fatigue and difguft, to gratify 
Mrs. Afhwood, who hated all fociety but a 
croud. James Crofts, indeed, helped to 
keep her in good humour by his excefSve 
adulation ; and chiefly by ^(Turing her, that 
by any man of the leaft tafte the baby face 
of Emmeline could be confidered only as a 
foil to her more mature charms, and that 
her fine dark eyes eclipfed all the eyes in 
the world. He protefted too againft Em- 
meline for affeding knowledge—^* It is,** 

faid 
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faid Ixe, ^^ a mi^xiifffi pf my iather's'-^and 
*^ my f^tim is ^lo bjsul judge-^-thot for n 
^' womaq to affed literature is the moft 
*^ hprridofajlabfurdities; and for a womag 
*^ ^ knpw apy thj^ng of bufinefs, is der 

lyirs. Afhwood laid by her didionary, 
det^frmined for the future to fpell her owi^ 
^ay without it. 

!Qf&jG4^ the powerful interveottion of ^t- 
tery^ Jai^^ Crofts had anothi^r not lefs fucp 
if^k^ method of winning the lady's &* 
vouF. He told her that his brother, wh^ 
had lipng chmOi^d a pafiion in which he 
w^ at length Ukely to be difappointed, w^ 
in that cafe determined never to marry ^ 
that he was in an ill ftate of health ; and if 
he died without pofterity, the eftate and 
title of his father would defcend to him- 
felf. 

The elder Crofts, very defirous erf feeing 
a brother eftabliftied who might otherwif^ 
be burthenfome or inconvenient to him^ 
fuggefted this finefle ; and fecured it's be- 
lief by writing frequent and nielatvcVy^V^ 
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accounts of his own ill health*— an artifice 
by which he promoted at once his brother's 
views and his own. He affefted the vale- 
tudinariari fo happily, and complained (b 
much of the ill effed that conftant ap^ca- 
tion to bufinefs had on his conftitution, that 
nobody doubted of the reality of his lick- 
nefs. He took care that Mifs Delamere 
(hould receive ati account of it, which he' 
knew (he would conGder as the confequence 
of his defpairing love ; and when he liad 
interefted her vanity and of courfe her com* 
paffion, he contrived to obtain leave of ab- 
fence for three months from the duties of 
"his office in order to go abroad for the re- 
covery of his health. He haftened to 
Barege; and fobn found means to re- 
eftablifti himfelf in the favour of Mifs De- 
lamere, from which abfence, and large 
draughts of flattery difpenfed with French 
adroitnefs, had a little difplaced him ; and 
this ftratagem put his brother James on 
fo fair a footing with the widow, that 
he thought her fortune would be fecured 
before fhe could difcover it to be only a 

ftratagem. 
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ftratagem, and that her lover was ftill 
likely to continue a younger brother, 

James Crofts feeing the neceffity of dif- 
patch, became fo importunate, that Mrs* 
Afhwood, defpairing of Fitz-Edwaid, and 
believing fhe might not again meet with 
a man fo near a title, for whicli fhe had 
a violent inclination, was prevailed on 
to promife" (he would make him happy 
as foon as (he returned to her own houfe. 

It was now the end of June ; and Lady 
Adelina, whofe fituation grew very cri- 
tical, had at length yielded to the en- 
treaties of her two friends, and agreed to , 
go wherever they thought fhe could obr 
tain alfiftance and concealment in the ap- 
' proaching hour* 

Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline, after long 
and frequent reflections and confultations 
on the fubjedt, concluded that no fituation 
would be fo proper as Bath. In a place re- 
forted to by all forts of people, lefs enquiry 
is excited than in a provincial town, where 
ftrangers are objedts of curiofity to it's idle 
inhabitants. To Bath, therefore, it was de- 

VoL. JJL C teircv\ii£^ 
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termincd Lady Adelina (hould go. But 
when the time of her journey, and her ar- 
rangements there, came to be difcufled, 
(he exprefled fo much terror leaft (he (hould 
be known, fo much anguifh at leaving 
thofe to whofe tender pity ftie was fo greatly 
indebted, and fuch melancholy conviftion 
that (he Ihould not furvive, that the fenfible 
heart of Emmeline could not behold with- 
out (haring her agonies ; nor was Mrs. Staf- 
ford lefs affeded. When they returned 
home after this interview, Emmeline was 
purfued by the image of the poor un- 
happy Adelina. But to give, to the 
wretched, only barren fympathy. Was not 
in her nature, where moi'e cfFeftual relief 
was in her power. She thought, that if by 
her prefencelhe could alleviate the anguilb, 
and footh the (brrows of the fair mourner, 
perhaps fave her charafter and her life and 
be the means of reftoring her to her family, 
(he (hould perform an adlion gratifying to 
her own heart, and acceptable to heaven. 
The more (he refleded on it, the more 

anxious 
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, anxious (he became to execute it*-^and (he 
^t length named it to Mrs. Stafford, 
. Mrs. Stafford, tho' aware of the number- 
iefs pbjeftions which might have been made 
to fuch a plwi, could not refolve ftrenuoufly 
jtpoppofeif. She felt infinite compaffion 
foi:. J^dy Adelina ; but could herfelf do lit- 
tle to aflift her, as her time was not her own 
and her abfence muft have been accounted 
for — but Emmeline was liable to no re- 
flxaint ; and would not only be meritorioufly 
employed in befriending the unhappy, but 
would efcape from the fociety at Wood- 
field, which became every day more dif- 
agreeable to her i thefe confiderations^ 
parti:cularly the benevolent one of faving 
an unhappy young woman, over-balanced, 
in the mind of Mrs. Stafford, the objedtion 
that might be made to her accompanying 
a perfon under the unfortunate and difcre- 
ditable circumftances of Lady Adelina; 
and her heart, too expan(ive to be clofed 
by the cold hand of prudery againft the 
fighs of weaknefs or misfortune, affured her 
that flxe was right. She knew that Emme- 

C 2 line 
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line was of a character to pity but not to 
imitate the erroneous conduft of her friend 
—and (he believed that the reputation of 
Lady Adelina Trelawny might be refcued 
from reproach, without communicating any 
part of it*s blemilh to the fpotlefs purity 6f 
Emmeline Mowbray. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 



AS foan as Emmdine had perfuaded 
herfelf of the propriety of this plan 
and obtained Mrs. Stafford's concurrence, 
(he hinted her intentions to Lady Adelina ; 
who received the intimation with fuch 
tranfports of gratitude and delight, that 
Einmelinc, confirmed in her refolution, na 
longer fufFered a doubt of it's propriety to 
arife ; and, with the participation of Mrs* 
Stafford only, prepared for her journey, 
which was to take place in ten days. 

Mrs, Stafford alfo employed a perfon on 
whom fhe could rely, to receive the money 
due to Lady Adelina from her hufband's 
dftate. But of this her Ladyfhip demanded 
only half, leaving the reft for Trelawny,. 
The attorney in whofe hands Trelawny *s af- 
fairs were placed by Lord Wefthaven, was 
extremely anxious to difcover, from the 
perfon employed by Mrs. Stafford, feota 

C 3 v/\vetic.c 
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whence he obtained the order figned by 
Lady Adelina ; and obliged him to attend 
feveral days before he would pay it, in 
hopes, by perfuafions or artful queftions, to 
draw the fecret from him. He met, at the 
attorney's chambers, ah officer who had 
made of him the fame enquiry, and had 
followed him home, and fince frequently 
importuned him— intelligence, which con- 
vinced Mrs. Stafford that Lady Adelina- 
mufl foon be difcovered, as they concluded^ 
the officer was Fitz-Edward; and iRadt 
both her and Emmeline hailen the day of 
her departure. 

About a quarter of a mile from Wood- 
field, and at the extremity of the lawnr 
which forrounded it, was a copfe in which 
the accumulated waters of a trout fbream 
formed a beautiful tho* not cxtenfive piece 
of water, fhaded on every fide by a natural 
wood. Mrs. Stafford, who had particular 
pleafure in the place, had planted flowering 
fnrubs and caufed walks to be cut through 
it ; and on the edge of the water built a 
feat of reeds and thatch, which was fur- 

ulftied 
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nllhed with a table arid a few garden chairs. 
Thither Emmeline repaired whenever (he 
could difengage herfelf from company. 
Solitude was to her always a luxury ; and 
particularly defirable now, when her anxiety 
for Lady Adelina, and preparations for their 
approaching departure, made her wifh to 
avoid the malicious obfervations of Mrs. 
Afliwood, the forward intrufion of her 
daughters, and the inquiiitive civilities of 
James Crofts. She had now only one day 
to remain at Woodficld, before that fixed 
for their fetting out ; and being altogether 
unwilling to encounter the fatigue of fuch 
an engagement fo immediately previous to 
her journey, (he declined being of the party 
to dine at the houfe of a neighbouring gen- 
tleman, who on the occafion of his Ton's 
coming of age, was to give a ball and 
fete champetri to a very large company. 

Mrs. Afliwood, feeing Emmeline avei'(e, 
took it into her head to prefs her extremely 
to go with them ; and finding (he ftill re- 
fufed, faid — *^ it was monflrous nide, and 
*^ that (he was fure no young perfon would 

C 4 ^* d^c:\\v\^ 
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•* decline partaking fuch an entertainment 
" if fhe had not lbn\e very particular rea- 
'' (onr 

Emmelinef teized and provoked out of 
lier ufual calmnefs, anfwcred — " Thatwhat- 
*' ever might be her reafons, (he was for- 
** tunately accountable to nobody for 
'' them/* 

Mrs. Artivvood, provoked in her turn, 
made fome very rude replies, which Em- 
mcHne, not to irritate her farther, left the 
room without anfwering ; and as foon as 
the carriages drove from the door, fhe 
dined alone, and then defiring one of the 
fervants to carry her harp into the fummer- 
houfe in the copfe, Ihe walked thither 
with her mufic books, and foon loft the 
little chagrin which Mrs. A(hwood*s ill- 
breeding had given her. 

Fitz-Edward, who arrived in the country 
the preceding evening, after another fruit- 
lefs fearch for Lady Adelina, walked over 
to Woodfield, in hopes, as it was early in 
the afternoon, that he might obtain, in the 
courfe of it, fome converfation with Mrs, 

Stafford 
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Stafford and Emmeline. On arriving, he 
met the fervant who had attended Emme- 
line to the copfe, and was by him directed 
thither. As he approached the feat^ he 
heard her finging a plaintive air, which 
feemed in unifon with his heart. She ftarted 
at the fight of him — ^Mrs. Afhwood's fufpi- 
cions immediately occurred to her, and at 
the fame moment the real motive which 
had made him feek this interview. She 
blufhed, and looked uneafy ; but the inno- 
cence and integrity of her heart prefently 
reftored her compofure, and when Fitz- 
£dward afked if fhe would allow him half 
an hour of her time, flie anfwered — *^ cer^- 
.*' tainly." 

He fat down by her, dejeftedly and ini 
lilence. She was about to. pur afide her" 
harp, but he defired her to repeat, die air 
fhe was finging^ 

It is fweetly foothing," faidhe, "and. 

reminds me, of happier days when I firfl 

heard it ; while you fing it, I may per- 

liaps acquire refolution to tell you what 

l[ may oblige you to difcard me from your 

C 5. [^ acquaintance^. 
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'^acquaintance. It does indeed require 
*^ refolution to hazard fuch a misfor- 
^^ tune/' 

Emmcline, not knowing how to anfwer, 
immediately began the air. The thoughts 
which agitated her bofom while (he fung, 
made her voice yet more tender and 
pathetic. She faw the eyes of Fitz-Edward 
fill with tears ; and as foon as fhe ceafed he 
faid-^ . 

*^ Tell me, Mifs Mowbray— what docs 
** the man deferve, who being entrufted 
•' with the confidence of a young and beau* 
^* tiful woman — beautiful, even as Emme- 

line herfelf, and as highly accompliftied 

-—has betrayed the facred truft ; and has 
** been the occafion— oh God !— of what 
** mifery may I not have been the occa- 
*« fion ! 

^* Pardon me,** continued he— -^^ I an:i 
^^ afraid my defpair firightens you— -I will 
** endeavour to command myfelf.** 

Emmejine found fhe cojiild not efcape 
hearing the ftory, and endeavoured not to 

betray 
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^ray by her counteuance that Ihe already 
knew it. 

Fitz-Edvvard went on — 

«^ When firft I knew you, I was a de- 
'* cid^d libertine. Yourfelf and Mrs. Staf- 
*' ford, lovely as 1 thought you both, would 
^ have been eqiially the objeft of my de- 
*^ figns, if Delamere's pafiion for you, and 
*' the referved conduft of Mrs. Stafford, 
'^ had not. made me doubt fucceeding: 
*^ with either. But for your charming 
*^ friend my heart long retained it's par- 
*^ tiality ; nor would it ever have felt for 

her that pure and difmterefted friendfhipy 

which is now in regard to her it's only 

f«iument, had not the objeft of my pre- 
*^ fent regret and anguifli been thrown ia 
*• my way. 

^^ To you, Mifs Mowbray, I fcruple 
*^ not.tofpeakofthis beloved and lamented 
^* woman; tho' her name is facred.with 
*' me, and has never yet been mentioned 
** united with diftionour. 

*V The connexion between our families 
**, firft introduced me.to lier acquaintance. 

C 6 '' In 
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In her perfon (he was exquifitcly lovely, 
and her manners were as enchanting as 
her form. The fprightly gaiety of un- 
fufpefting inexperience, was, I thought, 
fometimes checked by an involuntary 
** fentiment of regret at the facrifice fhe 
had made by marrying a man every way 
unworthy of her except by that fortune 
*^ to which fhe was indifferent, and of 
*f which he was haflening to diveft him- 
'' felf, 

I had never feen Mr, Trelawny ; and 
knew him for fome time only from re- 
port. But when he came to Lough 
Carryl, my pity for her encreafed in 
proportion to the envy and indignation 
** with which I beheld the infenfible 
** and intemperate hufband — incapable of 
** feeling for her, any other fentiment, than 
*' what fhe might equally have infpired ir^ 
*^ the lowefl of mankind. 

^' Her unafFefted fimplicity ; her gentle 
^^ confidence in my protection during a 
" voyage in which her ill-aflbrted mate 
^ left her entirely to my care ; made me 

** rather 
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** radier confider her as my fifter than as 
*^ an objeft of feduftion. I refolved to be 
^* the guardian rather than the betrayer of 
** her honour — and I long kept my refolu- 
«' tion/' 

Fitz-Edward then proceeded to relate 
the circumftances that attended the ruin of 
Trelawny's fortune ; and that Lady Adelina 
was left to ftruggle with innumerable diffi- 
culties, unaffifled but by himfelf, to whom 
Lord Clancarryl had delegated the tafk of 
treating with Trelawny's fifter and ere- 
ditors* 

^* Her gratitude/' continued he, " for 
** the little affiftance I was able to give her^ 
^^ was bmindlefs ; and as pity had already 
** taught me to love her with more ardour 
^^ than her beauty only, captivating as it 
^* is, would have infpired, gratitude led 
*^ her too eafily into tender fentiments for 
^^ me, I am not a prefuming coxcomb ; 
** but ftie was infinitely too artlefs to con- 
*' ceal her partiality ; and neither her mis- 
l^ fortunes, or her being the fifter of my 

'5* friend 
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*^ friend Godolphin, protefted her againft 
*^ the libeitinirm of my principles." 

He went on to relate the deep melan- 
choly that feized Lady Adelina,_and his 
own terror and remprfc when he found her 
one morning gone from her lodgings^ where 
fbe had left no direilion ; and from her pro-^ 
ceeding it was evident (he defigned to con- 
ceal herfelf from his enquiries. 

** God knows," purfued he, " what is; 
•* now become of her I — perhaps, when 
*^ moft in need of tendernefs and attention^ 
*^ (he is thrown deftitute and friendlefs 
among ftrangers, and will perifh in indi- 
gence and obfcurity. Unufed to en- 
counter the flighteft hardftiip, her deli- 
cate frame, and ftill more fenfible mind, 
^ will fink under thofe to which her fitua- 
** tion will expofe her— perhaps I (hall be 
*^ doubly a murderer !" 

He flopped, from inability to proceed-— 
Emmeline, in tears, continued filent. / 

Struggling to conquer his emotion and 
recover his voice, Fitz-Edward at length 
.continued— 

*« Whik 
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*' While I was fuffering all the mifcry 
^' which my apprehenfion for her fete in*- 
^* flirted, her younger brother, William 
** Godolphin, returned from the Weft In- 
" dies, where he has been three years 
*^ ftationed. I was the firft perfon he vi- 
*^ fited in town ; but I was not at my lodg- 
ings there. Before I returned from 
Tylehurft, he had informed himfelf of 
all the circumftances of Trelawny's em- 
*^ barraflments, and his fifter's abfence. 
** He found letters from Lord Wefthaven, 
" and from my brother, Lord Clancarryl ; 
who knowing he would about that time 
return to England, conjured him to aflSft 
in the attempt o£ difcovering Lady Ade- 
" lina; of whofe motives for concejiling 
'* herfelf from her family they were entirely 
" ignorant, while it filled them with uEb- 
^ ealinefs and aftonifhment. As foon as I 
went back to London, Godolphin, of 
whofe arrival I was ignorant, came to 

# 

'^ ine. He embraced me, and thanked 
*^ me fe>r my friendfliip and attention to 
5* bis uiifoftynajte Adelina-^I thiak if he 
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^^ had held his fvvord to my heart it would 
^^ have hurt me lefs ! 

*^ He implored me to help his fearch 
** after his left fifter, and again faid how 
*^ greatly he was obliged to me — ^while I, 
*' confcious how little I deferred his grati- 
^* tude, felt like a coward and an affaffin, 
^' and (hnink from the manly confidence 
** of my friend. 

** Since our firft meeting, 1 have feen 
*^ him feveral times, and ever with new 
" anguilh. I have loved Go dolphin from 
my earliefl: remembrance ; and have 
known him from a boy to have the beft 
heart and the nobleft fpirit under hea- 
ven. Equally incapable of deferving 
*^ or bearing diflionour, Godolphin will 
^^ behold me with contempt ; which tho* 
** I deferve I cannot endure. He muft 
^* call me to an account ; and the hope 
*' of peri(hing by his hand is the only 
^^ one I now cherifli. Yet unable to fhock 
*' him by divulging the fatal fecret, I have 
^^ hitherto concealed it, and my conceal- 
** ment he muft impute to motives bafe, 

^' infamous 
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" infamous, and. pufillaiiimous* I can 
" bear fuch refledtions no longer— I will 
" go to town to-morrow, explain his fifter's 
*• fituation to him, and let him take the 
" only reparation I can now make him.** 
Emmeline, ftiuddering at this refolution, 
could not conceal how greatly it ^eded 
her. 

*^ Generous and lovely Mifs Mowbray ! 
pardon me for having thus moved your 
'* gentle nature ; and allow me, fince I fee 
you pity me, to requeft of you and Mrs. 
*^ Stafford a favour which will probably be 
the laft trouble the unhappy Fitz-Ed- 
" ward will give you. 

It may happen that Lady Adelina 
may hereafter be difcovered — tho' I 
know not how to hope it. But if your 
generous pity (hould interefl you in the 
fate of that unhappy, forlorn young wo- 
^^ man, your's and Mrs. Stafford's ^pro- 
tection might yet perhaps fave her; and 
" fuch interpofition would be worthy of 
'* hearts like yours. As the event of a 
*^ meeting between me and Godolphin is 

** uncertain. 
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*^ uncertain, fliall I intrcatyou, my lovely 
** friend, to take charge of this paper. 
*^ It contains a will, by which the child 
'* of Lady Adelina will be entitled to all 
^^ I die poffefled of. It is enough, if the 
*' unfortunate infant furvives, to place it 
above indigence. Lord Clancarryl will 
not difpute the difpofition of my for- 
tune; and to your care, and that of 
Mrs. Stafford, I have left it in truft, and 
** I have intreated you to befriend the poor 
*^ little one, who will probably be an or- 
•* phan— but defolate and abandoned it 
will not be, if it's innocence and unhap- 
pinefs intergft you to grant my requeft. 
** Delamere will not objeft to your good- 
*^ nefs being fo exerted ) and you will not 
*^ teach it, generous, gentle as you are ! 
^^ to hold in abhorrence the memory of 
^^ it's father, Tliis is all I can now do, 
*^ Farewell! deareft Mifs Mowbray!— p.' 
^' Heaven give you happinefs, ma deuce 
^^ amiel Farewell!'* 

Thefe laft words, in which Fitz-Edward 
repeated the name by which he was accuf- 

^ tomed 
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tomed to addrefs Emmcline, quite over- 
came her. He was haftening away, while, 
hardly able to fpeak, (he yet made an ef- 
fort to flop him. The interview he was 
about to feek was what Lady Adelina fo 
greatly dreaded. Yet Emmeline dared 
not urge to him how fatal it would be to 
her; fhe knew not what to fay, leaft (he 
(hould difcover the fecret with which (he 
was entrufted; but in breathlefs agitation 
caught his hand as he turned to leave 
her, crying— 

*^ Hear me, Fitz-Edward! One mo- 
^* ment hear me ! Do not go to meet Cap* 
*' tain Godolphin. I conjure, I implore 
^* you do not !'* 

She found it impoffible to proceed* 
Her eyes were Hill eagerly fixed on his 
face; (he ftill held his hand; while he, 
fuppofing her extreme emotion arofe from 
the compafFionate tendernefs of her nature, 
found the fteadinefs of his defpair foftened 
by the foothing voice of pity, and throw- 
ing himfelf on his knees, he laid his head 

on 
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on one of the chairs, and wept like a wo- 
man. 

Emmeline, who now hoped to perfuade 
him not to execute the refolution he had 
formed, faid— '* I will take the paper you 
** have given me, Fitz-Edward, and will 
'^ moft religioufly fulfil all yourrequcft in 
** it to the utmoft extent of my power. 

But in return for my giving you this 

promife, I muft infift'* — — 

At this moment James Crofts flood be- 
fore them. 

Emmeline, (hocked and amazed at liis 
appearance, roufed Fitz-Edward by a fud- 
den exclamation. 

He flarted up, and faid fiercely to 
Crofts — ^^ Well, Sir ! — have you any 
•* commands here?*' 

^* Commands, Sir," anfwered Crofts, 
fomewhat alarmed by the tone in which 
this queftion was put — " I have no com- 
" mands to be fure Sir — but, but, I came 
'^ Sir, jufl to enquire after Mifs Mow- 
^* bray. I did not mean to intrude." 

'' Then, 
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** Then, Sir^" returned the Colonel, 
" I beg you will leave us." 

*^ Ohi certainly. Sir,'* cried Crofts, 
trying to regain his courage and affumean 
air of railleiy— ** certainly — I would not 
** for the world interrupt you. My bufi- 
" nefs indeed is not at all material— only a 
*^ compliment to Mifs Mowbray — your's," 
added he fneeringly, *Ms, I fee, of more 
" confequence." 

^^ Look ye, Mr. Crofts,'* (harply an- 
fwered Fitz-Edward-"" You are to make 
** no impertinent comments. Mifs Mow- 
^* bray is miflxefs of her adions.. She is 

in my particular protection on behalf 

of my friend Delamere, and I (hall con- 
** fider the flighteft failure of rcfpeft to 
•* her as an infult to me. Sir, if you 
" have nothing more to fay you will be 
" fb good as to leave us." 

There was fomething fo hoftile in the 
manner in which Fitz-Edward delivered 
this fpeech, that James Crofts, more at 
home in the cabinet than the field, thought 
he might as well avoid another injunOion 
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to depart; and quietly fubmit to the pre- 
fent, rather than provoke farther refent- 
ment from the formidable foldier. He 
therefore, looking mod cadaveroufly, 
made one of his jarking bows, and faid, 
with fomething he intended for a finile — 

*^ Well, well, good folks, FU leave you 
^^ to your tefe a tele, and haften back to 
" my engagement. Every body regrets 
** Mifs Mowbray's abfence from the ball; 
^* and the partner that was provided for 
^^ her is ready to hang himfelf/' 

An impatient look, darted from Fitz- 
Edward, flopped farther effufion of imper- 
tinence, and he only added— *^ Servant ! 
** fervent!** and walked away. 

Fitz- Edward, then turning towards Em- 
,meline, faw her pale and faint, 

^* Why, my dear Mifs Mowbray, do 
** you fufFer this man's folly toaffeft you? 
^* Your looks really terrify me !'* 

*^ Oh! he was fent on purpofe,*' cried 
JEmmelinejw*^ Mrs. Afhwood has lately 
•* often hinted to me, that whatever are 
^* my eng^ements to Delamere I was 
** much more partial to you. She has 
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^^ watched me for fome time; and now, 
*^ on my refufing to accompany them to 
** the ball, concluded I had an appoint- 
^^ ment, and fent Crofts back to fee/' 

*^' If I thought fo," fternly anfwercd 
Fitz-Edward, " I would inftantly ovatake 
^^ him, and I believe I could oblige him 
** to fecrefy/* 

** No, for heaven's fake don't!** faid 
Emmeline — *' for heaven's fake do not 
^* think of it ! I care not wliat they think— 
^^ leave them to their conje<9:nres— Crofts 
*^ is not worth your anger. But Fitz-Ed- 
^^ ward, let us return to what we were 

talking of. Will you promife me to 

delay going to London — to delay feeing 
*^ Mr. Godolphin until— in (hort, will you 
•* give me your honour to remain at Tyle- 
^^ hurft a week, without taking any mea- 
** fures to inform Godolphin of what you 
" have told me. I will, at the end of 
** that time, either releafe you from your 
^* promife, or give you unanfwerable rea- 
•* fons why you (hould relinquifh the de- 
** fign of meeting him at all." 
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Fitz-Edwardy however amazed at the 
eam^ftnefs (he exprefled to obtain this 
promife, gave it. He had no fufpicion of 
Emmeline's having any knowledge of La- 
dy Adehna ; and accounted for the deep 
intereft (he feemed to take in preventing 
an interview, by recoUediing the univerfal 
tendemefs and humanity of her charadten 
He affured her he would not leave Tyle- 
hurft 'till the expiration of the time Ihe 
had named. He conjured her hot to fuf- 
fer any impertinence from Crofts on the 
fubjedt of their being feen together, but to 
awe him into filence by refentment. Em- 
meline now defired him to leave her. But 
fhe flill feemed under fuch an hurry of fpi- 
rits, that he infilled on being allowed to 
attend her to thedoor of the houfe, where; 
renewing his thanks for the compaflionate 
attention fhe had afforded him, and entreat- 
ing her to compofe herfelf, he left her* ' 

Emmeline intending to go to her own 
room, went firft into the drawing room to 
depofit her mufic book. She had hardly 
done fo, when (he heard a man's ftep, and 

turning. 
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turning, beheld Crofts open the door, 
which he immediately (hut after him. 

^« I thought. Sir," faid Emmeline, 
^« you had been gone back to your party.** 

** No, not yet, my fair Ememline. I 
^< wanted firft to beg your pardon for having 
*^ difturbcd fo fnug a party. Ah! fly 
*^ little priide— who would think that yoii, 
** who always feem fo cold "Bnd fo cruel, 
*^ made an excufe only to ftay at home to 
^^ meet Fitz-Edward ? But it is not fair, 
*^ littk dear, that all your kindnefs (hould 
*' be for him, while you will fcar'ce give 
** any other body a civil look. Now I 
** have [met with you 1 fwear TU have 
<* akifstoo." 

Emmeline, terrified to death at his ap* 
proaching her with this fpeech, flew to the 
bell, which Ihe rang with fo much violence 
that the rope broke from the crank. 

*^ Now,'* cried Crofts, ** if nobody 
^^ hears, you are more than ever in my 
*^ power." 

^* Heaven foitid!" floieked Emme- 

W^uUL D Une, 
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line, inans^ony of fear. " Let me go^ 
*^ Mr. Crofts, this momeat.'* 

She would have rufhed towards the door 
but he flood with his arms extended before 
it, 

** You did not run thus—you did not 
*^ fcream thus, when Fitz-Edwaixi, the 
^' fortunate Fitz- Edward, was on h« 
** knees befofe you. Then^ you couM 
** weep and figh too, and look fo fweetly 
" on him. But come-^^you fee I k»o*tV 
** fo much that it will be your iriterefti 
^* litde dear, to make me your friehd.'* 
Rather let me apply to fimds arid 

furies for friendlhip 1 hateful, detefta*- 
'* able wretch ! by what right do you in^ 
^^ fult and detain me?" 

*^ Oh ! thefe theatdcals are really very 
*' fublime !'* cried he, feizing both her 
hands, which he yiolehdy grafped. 

She fkrieked aloud, and fruitlefsly ftrug- 
gled to break from him, when die foot- 
fteps of fomebody near the door obliged 
him to l6t her go. She darted inftaritly 
away, and in the hall met one of the maids. 

'' Lord, 
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*' Lord, Mifs/* cried the fervant, " did 
^^ you ring ? Tve been all over the houfe to 
^^ fee what bell it was/' 

Emmeline, without anfwering, flew to 
her own room. ' The maid followed hen 
But defirous of being left alone, (he aflured 
the girl that nothing was the matter, that 
ihe was merely tired by a long walk, and 
defiring a glafs of water, tried to compofe 
and recoUeft herfclf ; while Crofts unob- 
ferved returned to the houfe where the fete 
was given time enough to drefs and dance 
with Mrs, Alhwood. 

It was at her defire, that immediately 
after dinner Crofts had left the company 
under pretence of executing a eommiflion 
with which (he eafily furniftied him ; but 
his real orders were to difcover the motives 
of Emmeline*s refuial to be of the party. 
This he executed beyond his expfcftation* 
It was no longer to be doubted that very 
good intelligence fubfifted between Emme- 
line and Fitz-Edward, fince he h^d been 
found on his knees before her; while ftie, 
eameftly yet kindly fpeaking, hung over 



5^ E M M E L I N E, 

him with tears in her eyes. Knowing that 
Emmehne was abfolutely engaged to Dela- 
mere, he was perfuaded that Fit z- Edward 
was mafter of her heart ; and that the tears 
and emotion to which he had been witnefs, 
were occafioned by the impoffibility of her 
giving him her hand. He knew Fitz-Ed- 
ward's character too well to fuppofe he 
could be infenfible of the lady's kindnefs ; 
and poffefling himfelf a mind grofs and 
depraved, he did not hefitate to believe all 
the ill his own bafe and illiberal fpirit fug- 
gefted. 

Tho'j interefted hypocrite as he was, he 
made every other paffion fubfervient to the 
gratification of his avarice. Crofts had not 
coldly beheld the youth and beauty of Em- 
meline; he had, however, carefully for- 
borne to fhew that he admired her, and 
would probably never have betrayed what 
muft ruin him for ever with Mrs. Afhwood, 
had not the convidion of her partiality to 
Fitz-Edward infpired him with the infa- 
mous hope of frightening her into fomc 

kindnefs for himfelf, by threatening to be- 

trav 
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tray her ftolen interview with her fuppofed 
lover. 

The fcom and hon^or with which Em- 
mehne repulfed him ferved only to mortify 
his felf love, and provoke his hatred to- 
wards her and the man whom he believed 
(he favoured ; and with the inveterate and 
cowardly malignity of which his heart 
w^ pa^icularly fufceptible, he deter- 
mined to do all in bis power to ruin them 
both. 



/ 
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CHAPTER III. 



SUCH was the horror and deteflation 
which Emmeline felt for Crofts, that 
flie could not bear the thoughts of fee- 
ing him again. But as (he feared Mrs. 
Stafford might refent his behaviour, and by 
that means embroil herfclf with the vain 
and infolent Mrs. Afhwood, with whom (he 
knew Stafford was obliged to keep on a fair 
footing, fhe determined to fay as little 
as (he could of his impertinence to Mrs, 
Stafford, but to withdraw from the houfe 
without again expofing herfelf to meet him. 
As foon as. (he faw her the next morning, 
flie related all that had paffed between 
Fitz-Edward and herfelf; and after a long 
confultation they agreed that to prevent his 
feeing Godolphin was abfolutely neceffary ; 
and that no other means of doing fo offered, 
but Mrs. Stafford's, relating to him the real 
circumftances and fituatxon of Lady Ade- 

Una, 
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lina, as fpoa ?is ihe (hould be removed 
^om her prefent abode ^^nd precautions 
l^er^ tal^en to preyent his difcovering her. 
Tbi§, Mi's. Staffgrd undertook to do imme- 
diately after their departure. It was to take 
pte(^P on the next day j and Emmeline, 
with the concurrence of her friend, deter- 
najjf^e^ tii^t fhe wQv^Id tak^ no leave of the 
p^y ^t Wpodfield : for tho* the jippear- 
s^nc^ of myftery was extremely difagreeable 
and diilr^fling to Epirpelioe, fhe knew that 
«otic?Qf her intentions would excite en- 
quiries and aAJ^^aken curipfity very diffi- 
cult to fatisfy ; and th^t it was extremely 
probable J:;mes Crofts might be employed 
to watch her, and by that means render 
abortive all her endeavours to preferve the 
unhappy Lady Adelina. 

Relying therefore on the gpnerofity and 
inoocepee of her intei^tions, fhe cjipfe ra- 
ther to leave her own adions open to cen- 
fure which they did not deferve, than to 
nik a^ inveftigation which might be f^tal 
to the intereftof her poor friend. She took 
Xiothing with her, Mrs. Stafford under- 

D 4 ^t^vcv^^ 
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taking every neceffary arrangement about 
her deaths— and having at night taken a 
tender leave of this beloved and valuable 
woman, and promifed to write to her con- 
ftantly and to return as loon as the deftiny 
of Lady Adelina ftiould be decided, they 
parted. 

And Emmeline, arifing before the dawn 
of the following morning, fet out alone to 
Woodbury Foreft — a precaution abfolutely 
neceffary, to evade the inquifitive watchful- 
nefs of James Crofts. She ftole foftly down 
flairs, before even the fervants were ftirring, 
and opening the door cautioufly, felt fome 
degree of terror at being obliged to under- 
take fo long a walk alone at fuch an hour. 
But innocence gave her courage, and 
friendly zeal lent her ftrength. As (he 
walked on, her fears fubfided. She faw 
the fun rife above the horizon, and her ap- 
prehenfions were at an end. ^ 

As no carriage could approach within 
three quarters of a mile of the houfe where 
Lady Adelina was concealed, they were 
obliged to walk to the roa^ where Mrs. 

Stafford 
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Stafford had direfted a poft chsiify to wait 
for them, which fhe had hired at a diftant 
town, where it was unlikely any enquiry 
would be made. 

Long difufe, as fhe had hardly ever 
kft the cottage from the moment of her 
entering it, and the extreme weaknefs to 
which (he was reduced, made Emmeline 
greatly fear that Lady Adelina would never 
be able to reach the place. With her 
aflMtance, and that of her Ladyftiip's woman, 
flowly and faintly (he walked thither ; and 
Emmeline faw her happily placed in the 
chaife. Every thing had been before fet- 
tled as to the conveyance of the fervant 
and baggage, and to engage the fecrefy of 
the woman with whom (he had dwelt, by 
making her filence fufficiently advantage- 
ous ; and as they hoped that no traces were 
left by which they might be followed, the 
fpirits of the fair travellers feemed fome- 
whatto improve as they proceeded on their 
journey. — ^Emmeline felt her heart elated 
with the Gonfcioufnefs of doing good ; and 
from the tender aflfeftion and affiftance of 

D 5 ^\\c\v 
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fuch a friend, which could be confidcred 
only as the benevolence of heaven itfei^ 
Lady Adelina drew a favourable omen, and 
dared entertain a faint hope that her peni- 
tence had been accepted, 

Tliey arrived without any accident at 
Bath, tlie following day; and Emmeline 
leaving Lady Adelina at the inn, went out 
immediately to fccure lodgings in a retired 
part of the town* As foon as it was dark. 
Lady Adelina removed thither in a cliair ; 
and was announced by Emmeline to be the 
wife of a Swifs officer, to be herfelf of Swit- 
zerland, and to bear the name of Mrs* St. 
Laure— while fhe herfelf, as fhe was very 
little known, continued to pafs by her own 
name in the few tranfadions which in their 
very private way of living required her 
name to l^e repeated. 

When Mrs. Afliwood found that Emme- 
line had left Woodfield clandeftinely and 
alone, and that Mrs. Stafford evaded giving 
any account whither ihe was gone, by fay- 
ing coldly that flie was gone to vifit a friend 
in Surry whom (lie formerly knew in Wales> 

all 
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iM the fufpicions fhe bad herfeif harboured^ 
and Mifs Galton encoiiraged, fcemed con- 
finned. James Crofts liad related, not 
ivkhout jexaggeradons, what he had been 
witnefs to in the copfe; and it was no 
longer doobtfid but that ihe was gone with 
fitz.-iEdward, which at once accounted for 
^er departure and the fudden and myfte* 
rious manner in which it was accomplifhed. 
Jieaes Crofts had fufpicions that his beha- 
viour had haftened it ; but he failed not to 
confirm Mrs. Afhwood in her prepoffeffion ^ \ 
that her entanglement with Fitz-Edward 
was now at a period when it could be no 
longer concealed—- intelligence which was 
to be conveyed to Deiamere. 

The elder Crofts, who had been feme 
time with. Lady Montreville and her 
daughter, had named Dekmere fro{n time 
to time in his letters to his brother. The 
laft, mentioned that he was now with his 
mother and fifter, who were at Nice, and 
who purpofed returning to England in 
about three months. Crofts reprefented 
Deiamere as ftil devoted to Emmeline ; 

D 6 ~ ^:s>A 
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and as exifting only in the hope of being- 
no longer oppofed in his intention of mar- 
rying her in March, when the yeac which 
he liad promifed his father to wait expired ; 
but that JLady Montreville, as time wore 
away, grew more averie to the match, and 
moredefirousoffome event which might 
break it off. Crofts gave his brother a very- 
favourable account of his progrefs with 
Mifs Delamere ; and hinted that if he could 
be fortunate enough to put an end to De- 
lamere's intended connedtion, it would fo 
greatly conciliate the favour of Lady Mon- 
treville, that he dared hope (he would no 
longer oppofe his union with her daughter : 
and when once they were married, and the 
prejudices of the mother to an inferior al- 
liance conquered, he had very little doubt 
of Lord Montreville's forgivcnefs, and of 
foon regaining his countenance and fiiend- 
ftiip. 

This account from his brother added 
another motive to thofe which already in- 
fluenced the malignant and illiberal mind 
of James Crofts to injure the lovely orphan^ 

and 
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and he determinod to give all his affiftance 
to Mrs. Afhwood in the cruel projeft of 
depriving her at once of her charafter and 
her lover. In a confultation which he held 
on this fubjea with his promifed bride and 
Mifs Galton, the ladies agreed that it was 
perfe<5kly (hocking that fuch a fine yoiulg 
man as Mr. Delamere fhould be attached 
to a woman fo little fenfible of his value as 
Emmeline ; that it had long been evident 
fhe was to him indifferent, and it was now 
too clear that (lie was partial to another ; 
and that therefore it would be a meritorious 
aftion to acquaint him of her intimacy with 
Fitz-Edward ; and it could not be doubted 
but his knowledge of it would, high fpirited 
as he was,"^ aire him effectually of his ill- 
placed paflion, and reftore the tranquillity 
of his refpeftable family. Hiding thus the 
inveterate envy and malice of their hearts 
under this hypocritical pretence, they next 
con(idered how to give the information 
which was fo, meritorious. Anonymous 
letters were expedients to which Mifs 
Galton had before had recourfe, and to an 
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anonymous letter they determined to com-* 
mit the fecret of Emmeline^s mfidelity— 
while James Qrofts, in his letters to his bro- 
ther, was to corroborate the intelligence it 
contained, by relating as mere matter of 
syews what had aftually and evidently hap^ 
peiied, Emmeline's fudden departure fron> 
Woodfield. ' 

Delamere, when he faw his mother out 
©f danger at Barege, had raurned to the 
neighbourhood of Paris, where he had lin- 
gered fome time, in hopes that Emmeline 
would accede to his requeft of being al- 
lowed to crofs the channel for a few days ; 
but her anfwer, in which fhe ftrongly urged 
tlie hazard he would incur of giving his fa- 
ther a pretence to withdraw bis promife, by 
violating his own, had obliged him, tho^ 
with infinite relu&ance, to give up the 
fcbeme ; and being quite indifferent where 
he was, if he was ftill at a diftance from 
ht\', he had yielded to the foHcitations of 
Lady Montr eviile, and rejoined her at 
Nice, There, he now remained; while 
every thing in England feemed to contii- 

bute. 
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bute to aflift the defigns of thofe who wiftiol 
to difengage him from his paffion for Em- 
meline. 

The day after Emmeline's departure 
with Lady AdeHna, Fitz-Edward went 
to Woodfield ; and hearing that Mifs Mow- 
bray had fuddenly left it, was thrown inta 

the 'utmoft aftonifliment aftonilhment 

which Mrs. Aihwood and Mifs Galton ob- 
ferved to each other was the fineft piece of 
adVing they had ever feen. 

The whole party were together when her 
was introduced — a circumftance Mrs, Staf- 
ford would willingly have avoided, as it 
was abfolutely neceflary for her to fpcak to 
him alone ; and determined to do fo, what-^ 
ever conftruftion the malignity of her 
fifter-in-law might put upon it, flie faid— 
I have long promifed' you. Colonel, a 
fight of the two pieces of drawing which 
Mils Mowbray and I have finiftied as 
companions. They are now framed^ 
and if you will come with me into my 
^* dreffing-room you (hall fee them.'* 
As tl>e reft of the company had fre- 
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quently feen thefe drawings, there was no 
pretence for their following Mrs. Stafford ; 
who, accompanied by the Colonel, went to 
her drcliing-room. 

A conference thus evidently fought by 
Mrs. Stafford, excited the eager and paui- 
ful curiofity of the party in the parlour. 

" Now would I give the world," cried 
Mrs. A(hwood, " to know what is going 
** forward." 

** Is it not poffible to liften ?" enquired 
Crofts, equal to any meannefs that might 
gratify the malevolence of another or his 
own. 

" Yes," replied Mrs. Afhwood, " if one 
*^ could get into the clofet next the drefling- 
** room withovit being perceived, which 
*^ can only be done by paffmg thro^ tlie 
" nurfery . If indeed the nurfery maids and 
** children are out, it is eafy enough." 

" They are out, mama, I affure you,"^ 
cried Mifs Afhwood, *^ for I fawthem my*- 
" felf go acrofs the lawn fince Tve been at 
*^ breakfaft. Do, pray let us go and liften-— 
*' I long of all things to know what my 

^* aunt 
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^* aunt Stafford can have to fay to that: fly- 
^* looking Colonel/* 

^' No, no, child,** faid her mother, '* I 
*^ (hall not fend you, indeed— but Crofts, 
" do you think we (hould be able to make 
*' it out?** 

'' Egad,** anfwered he, '' 1*11 try— for 
** depend upon it the mifchief will out. 
^* It will be rare, to havefuch a pretty tale 
^* to tell Mr. Delamere of his demure- 
^* looking little dear.— 1*11 venture.** 

Mrs. Afliwood then (hewing him the 
way, he went on tip toe up (lairs, and con- 
cealing himfelf in a light clofet which was 
divided from the dre(fing-room only by 
lath and plaifter, he lent an attentive car to 
the dialogue that was pa(Eng. 

It happened, however, that the window 
near which Mrs. Stafford arid Fitz>Edward 
were fitting was exaftly oppofite to that 
(ide of the room to which Crofts* hiding- 
place communicated ; and tho* the room was 
not large, yet the diftance, the partition, 
and the low voice in which both parties 
fpoke, made it impoffible for him to diftiu- 



ex 



66 E M lyt E L I N E, 

guifti more than broken fentences. From 
Mrs. Stafford he heard ' ' '^^ Could not 
longer be concealed-^in all probability- 
may now remain unknown-^— the child, 
I will myfelf attend to." From Fitz- 
Edward, he could only catch indiftinft 
founds 5 his voice appearing to be loft in 
bis emotion. But he feemed to be thanking 
Mrs. Stafford, and lamenting his own un-. 
happinef^. His laft fpeech, in which his 
powers of utterance were returned, wasr^ 
Nothing can ever erafe tlie impreijion- 
of your angelic goodnefs, be-ft and love- 
^^ lieft of friends !-r«-oh, continue it, I be* 
*^ feech you, to thofe for whom only I am 
'^ foHcitous, and forgive all the trouble I 
^^ have given you !" 

He then hurried away. Mrs. Stafford, 
after remaining alone a moment as if to 
compofe herfelf, went back to the parlqur ; 
and Crofts, whp thought he had heard 
enough, tho' he wiQied to have heard all, 
flunk from his clofet and walked, into the 
garden ; where being fbon afterwards joined 
by Mrs. Ad^iWQod and Mifs Galton, by re- 
lating 
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lating the broken and disjointed difcoxirife 
be had been vvitnefs to, left not a doubt re- 
maining of the caufe of Emmeline's pre- 
cipitate retreat from Woodfield. 

And perhaps minds more candid than 
their's — minds untainted with the odious and 
hateful envy which ulcerated their's, might, 
from the circumftances that attended her 
going and Fit z- Edward's behaviour, have 
conceived difadvantageous ideas of her 
condudt. But fuch was the uneafinefs with 
which Mrs, AQiwood ever beheld fuperior 
merit, and fuch the univerfal delight which 
Mifs Galton took in defamation, that had 
none of thofe circumftances exifted, they 
would with equal malignity have ftudied to 
ruin the reputation of Emmeline ; and pro- 
bably with equal fuccefs — for againft fuch 
attacks, innocence, however it may con- 
fole it's poffeflbr, is too frequently a feeble 
and inadequate defence ! 

While the confederates, exulting in the 
certainty of Emmeline's ruin, were manu- 
fafturing the letter which was to alarm the 
jealous and irafcible fpirit of Delamere, 
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Fitz-Edward, from whom Mrs. Stafford, 
before Ihe would tell him any thing, had 
extorted a promife that he would enquire 
no farther than what fhe chofe to relate to 
him, was relieved from infupportable an- 
gui(h by hearing that Lady Adelina was in 
fafe hands ; but lamented in bitternefs of 
foul die defpondency and afflidtion to which 
Mrs. Stafford had told him fhe entirely re- 
figned herfelf. He knew not that Emme- 
line was with her, whatever he might fufpeft; 
and Mrs. Stafford had protefted to him, 
that if he made any attempt to difcover the 
refidence of Lady Adelina, or perfifted in 
meeting her brother, (he would immediately 
relinquifh all concern in the affair, and no 
longer intereft herfelf in what his raftinefs 
would inevitably render defperate. 

He folemnly affured her he would take 
no meafures without her knowledge ; and 
remained at Tylehurft, fecluded from 
every body, and waiting in fearfiil and 
anxious folicitude to hear of Lady Adelina 
by Mrs. Stafford. 

Delamere, ftill at Nice with his mother, 

who 
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who witli different fources of uneafinefs 
thought the days and weeks infupportably 
long in which he lived only in the hope of 
feeing Emmeline at the end of fix nionths, 
was roufed from his involuntary refignation 
by the following letter, written in a hand 
perfectly unknown to him. 

'' Sir, 

*^ A friend to your worthy and noble 
*^ family writes this; which is meant to 
*^ ferve you, and to undeceive you in re* 
gard to Mifs Mowbray — who, without 
any gratitude for the high honour you 
intend her, is certainly too partial to 
** another perfon. She is now gone from 
^^ Woodfield to efcape obfervation; and 
*^ none but Mrs. Stafford is let into the 
^^ fecret of where (he is. You will judge 
*^ what end it is to anfwer; but certainly 
none that bodes you good. One would 
have fuppofed that the Colonel's being 
very often her attendant at Woodfield 
might have made her flay there agree- 
^^ able enough ; but perhaps (for I do not 

** aver 






ii 






^O BMMELINE, 

*^ aver it) the young lady has fome parti- 
^^ cular reafons for wiftiing to have private 
^^ lodgings. No doubt the Colonel is a 
*' man of gallantry ; but his friendfhip to 
you is rather more queftionable. The 
writer of this having very little know** 
ledge of the parties, can have no other 
^^ motive than the love of juftice, and be- 
^^ ing forry to fee deceit and falfehood 
^^ praftifed on a young gentleman who de- 
^* ferves better, and who has a refpedful 
*' tho' unknown friend in 

« Y. Z-" 

London^ July 22, 17 — . 

This infamous fcroU had no foon^r been 
perufed by Delamere, than fury flaihed 
from his eyes, and anguifh feized his 
heart. But the moment the fuddennefs of his 
paffion gave way to reflexion, the tumult 
of his mind fubfided, and he tliought ic 
mufl be an artifice of his mother's to fepa- 
rate him from Emmelinc. The longer he 
Confidered her inveterate antipathy to his 
marriage, the more he was concerned that 

this 
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this artifice, unworthy as it was, fhe was 
capable of conceiving, and, by means of 
the Crofts, executing, if fhe hoped by it 
to put an eternal concluiSon to his affeftion. 
He at length fo entirely adopted this idea, 
that determining ^^ to be revenged and 
*^ love her better for it,'* and to fettle the 
matter very peremptorily with the Crofts' 
if they had been found to interfere, he 
obtained a tolerable command over his 
teinpef and his features, and joined Lady 
Montreville and Mifs Delamere, whom he 
found reading letters which they alfo had 
received from England. His mother aiked 
flightly after his ; and, in a few moments, 
Mr, Crofts arrived, afking, with his ufuil 
affiduity, after the health of Lord Moh- 
treville and that of fuch friends as ufually 
wrote to her Ladylhip ? She anfwered his 
enquiries— and then defired to hear what 
news Sir Richard or his other correfpori- 
dents had fent him ? 

*^ My father *s letters,'* faid he, ^^ con- 
*^ tain Uttle more than an order to purchafe 
y fome particular fort of wine which hfe 

"is 
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^^ is very circumftantial, as ufual, in telling 
^^ me how to forward fafely. He adds, 
^^ indeed, that he can allow my abfence no 
^^ longer than until the 20th of September .'* 
— He fighed, and looked tenderly at Mifs 
Delamere. 

^^ I have no other letters,** continued 
he, " but one from James.'* 

^^ And does he tell you no news,** aiked 
Lady Montreville ? 

^^ Nothing,** anfwered Crofts, carelefsly, 
^* but goflip, which I believe would not 
l^ entertain your ladyfhip^^* 

^' Oh, why (hould you fancy that,** re- 
turned flie — ^* you know I love to hear 
*' knews, tho* about people I never faw or 
** ever wi(h to fee/* 

*^ James has been at Mr. Stafford's at 
** Woodfield," faid he, ^^ where your 
** ladyfhip has certainly no acquaint- 
" ance." 

« At Woodfield, Sir?** cried Dela- 
mere, unable to exprefe his anxiety— 
*-* at Woodfield? — And what does he 
!' fay of Woodfield?'* 

" I don't 
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, " I don't recoUeft any thing very par- 
'^ ticular,*^ anfwered Crofts, careiefsly— 
^ I believe I put the letter into my pockct'\ 
He took it out, 

^^ Read it to us Crofts" — faid Mifs Dc* 
lamere. 

^^ I have lately pafled a very agrec^ 
^^ able month at Woodfield. We were a 
^^ large party in the houfe. Among other 
** pleafant circumftances, during my flay 
^^ there, was a ball and fefe cbampSire 
*^ given by Mr. Conway on his fon's com- 
^^ ing of age. It was elegant, and well 
*^ condufted beyond any entertainment of 
*^ the fort I ever faw. There were forty 
^* couple, and a great number of very 
*^ pretty women ; but it was agreed on all 
" hands that Mifs Mowbray would have 
^^ eclipfed them all, who unluckily de- 
^^ clined going. She left Woodfield a 
^^ day or two afterwards/' 

Delamere^s covmtenance changed.— t 
Crofts, as if looking for fome other news 

Vol. III. E . '^ 



in his letter, Befitatcd, then ftniled, and 
went on— 

• *^ The gbffip Fame has made a match 
** for me with Mrs. Aftiwood. i with fhe 
^^ may be right. In fome other of her 
*^ flories I really think her wrong, fo I 
*^ will not be the means of their circula- 
*' tion.*' 

** The reft/* faid Crofts, putting up the 
letter, *^ is onfy about my father's liew 
** purchafes and cft:her family affairs.** 

JDelamere^ whb ih fpite of his fufpicidris 
of Grofts* treachety, e6\\\d not hear tliis 
corroboratibri of his anonymous lettet 
without a renewal of aU his fears/ left the 
room in doubt, fufpence and wretchedneft. 

The feeds of jealoufy ^nd miftruft thiis 
ikillfully fdwn, could hardly fail of taking 
root in an heait fo full of fenfibility, ind a 
temper fo irritable as liis. Again he read 
over his ahonyrhous letter, and Compared 
it with the intelligence Which feemed acci- 
llcntally communicated by Crbfts, and 
with a featfiil kind of enquiry compared 
the date and cii'ciunftances. • He dared 

hardly ^ 
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hardly trufl his mind with the import of 
this mveftigation ; and found nothing on 
■which to reft his hope, but ^^at it might 
be a concerted plan between his mbthet 
and Crofts. 

His heart alternately fwelling between 
the indignation ftich a fuppofition created 
and (hrinking with horror from the idea of 
perfidy on the part of Emmeline, kept 
him in fuch a ftate of mind that he could 
hardly be faid to poflefs his reafon. But 
when he remembered how often his ex- 
treme vivacity had betrayed him into error, 
and hazarded his lofing for ever all he held 
valuable on earth, he tried to fubdue the 
acutenefs of his feelings, and to fupport at 
leaft without betraying it, the anguifh 
which opprefled him, till the next pacquct 
From &igland, when it was poffible a letter 
from Emmeline herfelf might diflipate his 
^doubts. Refolutely however refolving to 
-calj Crofts to a ferious account, if he found 
him acceflary to a calumny fo dark and 
^abolical 

When the i^xt poft from England at- 
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rived, he faw, among the letters .whicii 
were delivered to him, one direded by 
tlie hand of EmmeUne. He flew to his 
own room, and with trembling hands 
broke the feal. 

It \yas fliort, and he fancied unufually 
cold. Towards it's clofe, (he mentioned 
that ihe was going to Bath for a/ew weeks 
with a friend, and as flie did not know 
where (he (hould lodge, thought he had 
better not write till flie was again fixed at 
Woodfield. 

That ihe ftiould go to Bath in July, with 
a namelefs friend, and quit fo abrupdy her 
beloved friend, Mrs. Stafford— that fhc 
Ihould apparendy wifh to evade his letters, 
and make her aftual refidence a fecret — were 
a cloud of circumflances calculated to per- 
fuade him that fome myftery involved her 
condud ; a myftery which the fatal letter 
ferved too evidently to explain. 

As if fire had been laid to the train of 
combuftibles which had, fince the receipt 
of it, been accumulating in the bcfom of 
,DeIamerc, his furious and uncontroulable 
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Ipirit now burft forth. A temporary 
delirium feized him ; he (lamped, round 
the room, and ran to his piftols, which 
fortunately were not charged. The noife 
he made brought Millefleur into the room, 
whom he inftantly caught by the collar, • 
and fhaking him violendy, cried— 

^* Scoundrel ! — why are not thefe piflolsr . 
^' loaded? 

'^ Eb! Eh! Monfteurr exclaimed 
Millefleur, almofl fbrangled — ^' que vcu- 
'* drier vous ? — vos pftolets ?—Mon Dieu 
** que ^oudrier vous avec ves fiftalets ? '* 

^^ Shoot ^^« perhaps, you blockhead!" 
raved Delamere, pufliing furioufly from 
him the trembling valet — then fnatching 
up the piftols, he half kicked, halfpufhed 
him out of the room, and throwing them 
after him, ordered him to clean and load 
them. After which he locked the door 
and threw himfelf upon the bed. 

The refolution he had made in his cooler 
moments, never again to yield to fuch 
impetuous tranfports of paffion, was now 
forgotten. He could not conquer, k^ 

E 3 cwi^^ 
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could not even mitigate the tumultuOTis 
anguifh which had feized him ; but Teemed 
rather to call to his remembrance all that 
might juftify it's excefs. 

He remembered how pofitively Emme- 
line had forbidden his returning to England, 
tho* all he alked was to be allowed to fee 
her for a few hours. He recoUefted her 
long and invincible coldnefs ; her refolute 
adherence' to the promife Ihe need not 
have given J and forgetting all the fymp* 
toms which he had before fondly believed 
he had difcovered of her returning his 
affeftion, he exaggerated every circum- 
ftance that indicated indifference, and 
magnified them into figns of abfolute aver- 
lion. 

Tlio* he could not forget that Fitz-Ed- 
ward had aflifted him in carrying Emme- 
line away, and had on all occafions pro- 
moted his intereft with her, that recollec- 
tion did not at all weaken the probability of 
his prefent attachment ; for fuch was Dela- 
mere's opinion of Fitz-Edward's princi- 
ples, that he believed he was capable of 

the 
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the moft dilhoBOux'ablie view.s on the mif- 
trefs, or even on the wife of his friend. 
He tortured his imagination ahnoft to mad- 
nefs, by remembering numberlefs little in- 
cidents, which, tho* almoft unattended 
to at the time, now feemed to bring the 
cruelleft convidion of their intelligence—^ 
particularly, that on the night he had takea 
Erameline from'Clapham, Fitz-Edward 
was found there ; tho^ neither his father or 
himfelf, who had repca(;edly fent to hi$ 
lodgings, QQuld ekher find hitn at home 
or get any direftion where to meet with 
him. Almoft all hb late letters too* had 
been dated from Tylehurft^ where it was 
certain he had pafled the greateft part of 
the fummer. — ^Fitz-Edward, fond of fo- 
ciety, and courted by the moft brilliant 
prctes, fhut himfelf up in a country houfe, * 
diftant from all his connexions. And to 
what could fuch an extraordinary cha;ige 
be owing, if not to his Att^chme^it to Em- 
mehne Mowbray ? 

Irritated by thefe recoUeftions, he gave 
himfelf up to all the dreadful torments of 

E 4 '^t?\o\ifv^- •* 
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jealoufy— jealdufy ev^n to madnefs ; and he 
felt this corrofive paffion in all it's extrava- 
gance. It was violent in proportion to his 
love and his pride, and more infupportably 
painful in proportion to it's novelty ; for 
except once at Swanfea, ^vhen he fancied that 
Emmeline in her flight was accompanied 
by Fitz-Edward, he had never felt it be- 
fore ; for however they might ferve him as 
a pretence, Rochely and Elkerton were 
both too contemptible to excite it. 

The night approached, and without 
having regained any (hare of compofure^ 
he had at length determined to quit Nice 
the next day, that his mother and Crofts 
might not be gratified with the fight of 
his defpair, and triumph in the deteded 
perfidy of Emmelihe. 

Lady Montreville and heir daughter 
were out when the letters arrived; and he 
now apprehended that when they returned 
Millefleur might alarm them by an account 
of his frantic behaviour, and that they 
would guefs it to have been occafioned by 
his letters fi-om England. Starting up, 

therefore. 
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therefore, he called the poor fellow to 
him, who was not yet recovered from 
his former terrifying menaces; and who 
approached, trembling, the table where 
Delamere fat; his drefs difordered, his 
^ye$ flafhing fire, and his lips pale and 
quivering. 

*^ Come here, Sirf'^ flernly cried he. 
Millefleur fprung clofe to the table. 
*^ Have you cleaned and loaded my 
^« piflols?" 

^* Monfieur-^jey je m^occupais-^jej /V— 
*^ Monfteur^ Us font n 

^'. Fool, of what are you afraid ?— what 
'^ does the confounded poltron tremble 
** for?'* 

*^ Mais Mortfiiur-^c^ efi que — que^^mais 
^^ Monjieur^ je ne feats I 

^' Tener, Mr. Millefleur P' laid Dela- 
mere fharply — " Remember what 1 am 
going to fay. Something has hap- 
pened to vex me, and I fhall go out 
^^ to-morrow fpr a few days, or perhaps I 
may go to England. My mother is to 
know nothing of it, but what I fhall 
ft myfelf tell her; therefore ^\ "^oxx^^^vX 

E 5 l\ ^^^'^ 



C€ 






82 E M M E t I. N fi, 

fpeak of what has happened this jcveri- 
ing, or 6f my intentions for to-morrow* 
Come up immediately, and put" my 
things into my portmanteaus, and put 
my fire arms in order. I (hall take you 
with me. David need not be prepared 
till to-morrow. I (hall go on horfeback 
;ind (hall want him alfo. The leaft 
failure on your part of executing thefe 
orders, you will find very inconvenient 
— you know I will not be trifled with.** 
Millefleur, frightened to death at the 
looks and voice of his mafter, dared not 
difobey; and Delamere employing him 
in putting up his clodths till after Lady 
Montreville came in, was, h? thought, 
fecure of*his fecrefy. He then made an 
effort, tho* a fuccefslefs one, to hide the 
^.nguifli that devoured him; and went 
' down to fupper. He found, that befides 
their conftant attendant Grofts, his mother 
and lifter were accompanied by two other 
Englifh gentlemen, and a French man of 
fafhion and his fifter, who full of the viva- 
city and gaiety of their country, kept up a 

lively 
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lively convqrfation with' Mifs DelameriC 
and the Engliftimen. But Delamere hardly 
Xpoke— his eyes were wilji and inflamed — 
Jbis cheeks fliuftied— and deep (ighs feemed 
involujQtarily to burft from his hevt. 
Lady Montreville obferved him and thea 
faid-^ 

" Surely Frederic you are not well ?'* 

^^ Not very ^well/' faid he j '^ but I am 
'* otherewife merely from the intolerable 
*^ heat. 1 have had the head-aqhe all 
« day.'" 

^^ The head-ache ! " exclaimed his mo- 
ther — ^* Why then do you not go to- 
" bed?'; 

'^ No," anfwered ^e, *^ I am better up^ 
^^ Since the heat is abated, I am in lefs 
^Vpain- I will take a walk by the fine 
** moon that I fee is riling, and be back 
. *^ agaia prefently— and to-morrqw,^' con- 
tinued he — ^^ to -morrow,^! fhall go north- 
** ward for a n;ionth. I qannot ftay.undei' 
'' diis burning ataipfphere> 

;Then defirixig tlf e iponapa^y not to move 

E 6 on 
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on his accsount, he arofe from table and 
haftened away* 

** Do, my good Crofts/* faid Lady 
Montreville — " do follow Frederic— he 
*^ frightens me to death — he is certainly 
'' very ill/' 

Crofts hefitated a moment, being in tnith 
afraid to interfere with Delamere's ramble 
while he was in a humour fo gloomy ; but 
on her Ladyfliip's repeating her requeft, 
dared not fhew his reluftance. He went 
out therefore under pretence of following 
him ; while the party prefent, feeing Lady 
MontreviIle*s diftrefs, almoft immediately 
departed. 

Crofts walked on without much defire 
to fulfill his commiffion ; for Delamere, 
whenever he was obliged to aflbciate with 
him, treated him generally with coldnefs, 
and fometimes rudely. There was, how- 
ever, very little probability of his over- 
taking him ; for Delamere had walked or 
rather run to a confiderable diftance from 
the ftreet where his mother lived, -and 

then 
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then wandering farther mto the fields, had 
thrown himfelf upon the grafs, and had 
forgotten every thing but Emmeline— 
'* Emmeline and Fitz-Edward gone toge- 
** ther! — The miftrefs on whom he had (b 
*^ fondly doated !— -The friend whom he 
** had fo implicitly trufted!" Thefe cruel 
images, dreft in every form moft fatal to 
his peace, tormented him, and the agony 
of difappointed paflion feemed to have 
afFedted his brain. Deep groans forced 
their way from his oppreffed heart — he 
curfed his exiftence, and feemed refolutely 
bent in the gloominefs of his defpair to 
ftiake it off and free himfelf from fuffer- 
ino;s fo intolerable. 
^ Tothefirfteffufionsofhisfrenzy, afuUen 
calm more alarming fucceeded. He fixed 
his eyes on the moon which fhone above 
him, but had no idea of what he faw, or 
where he was; his breath was fliort, his 
hands clenched ; he feemed as if, having 
loft die power of complaint, he was unable 
to exprefs the pain that convulfed his whole 
frame. 

While 
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While he continued in this fituation, a 
favourite little fpaniel of his mother's, of 
which he had from a boy been fond, ran up 
to him ^d licked his hands and face. The 
Qarefles of an animal he had fo long ri> 
jpeniberpd, touched fome chord of the heaift 
:tj;i^t vibrated to fofter , emotions than thofe 
,which had for the laft^tbr^e hours poffeflM 
,):um-r-J;ie bprit into tears, 

" F^lixi" faid he, fpbbing, " poor 
'' ,Felix !" 

The dog, rejoicing to be noticed, raa 
-Ip^king round him; and prefently after- 
-^^yards, with hurried fteps, came Mifs De- 
^lamere, leaning on the arm of Crofts. 

*^ My God V exclaimed fhe, almofl 
^qre^-ipii^g, ^^ here he is ! Oh Frederic, you 
'^V,Have|fo terrified my mother! and Mr,. 
*^ .Crofts has been two hours in fearch of 
^ ^ you. I IiJ^ifi/it . pot been^ for the dog, we 
*' fhould rViQt now have found you, Mr,, 
*^ Crofts has returned twige to the houfe 
*^ without you." 

^* Mr, Crofts may ^ return then a tliird 
^J time,'' faid Delamere, ^ and ceafe to 

!t give 
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** :give himfelf fuch unneceffary trou- 

^' Bat you will come with us, bro- 

-•' ther? Surely you will now come 

<< home y 

*^ At my leifure/' replied he, ftemly-i- 
^' Lady Montreville need be under no ap- 
*^ prehenfions about me. I (hall be at 
^^ home prefently. But I will not be im- 
^^ portuned ! I will not be watched and 
^^ followed ! and above all, I will not have 
•^^ a governor !" 

So faying, he 'turned from them and 
•talked another way ; while they, feeing 
him fo impradlieable, could only return to 
report what they had feen to Lady Mon- 
treville. Delamere, however, who had 
taken another way, entered the houfe at the 
fame moment. 

Lady Montreville had ftriftly queftioned 

Millefleur as to the caufe of his matter's 

diforder ; and the poor fellow, who dared 

' not relate the furious paflion into 'which he 

* had fallen on reding his letter, trembled, 

prevapicated, -ftammered, and looked fo 
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white> that her Ladyfliip, more alarmed, 
fancied (he knew not what ; and full of 
terror, fent out Crofts a fecond lime, and 
the fervants different ways in fearch of her 
fon. At length Crofts returning the fecond 
time without fuccefs, Mifs Delamere went 
with him herfelf ; and the dog following 
her, led her to her brother. But before 
their return Lady Montreville's apprehen- 
jGons had arifen to fuch an height, that a 
return of her fits feemed to threaten her, 
and with difficulty was^ (he brought to her 
fenfes when fhe faw hiift before her ; and 
when he, moved by the keennefs of her 
forrow at his imaginary danger, aflured her, 
in anfwer to her repeated enquiries, that he 
was merely afFedted by the heat ; that he had 
no complaint, and fhould be quite well and 
in his ufual fpirits when he returned from 
the excurfion he propofed going upon the 
-next day<. x Then, being fomewhat aj5- 
peafed, his mother fufFered him to retire; 
and called her counfellor, Mr. Crofts, to 
debate whether i^fuch a frame of mind fhe 
ought ta allow the abfence of Delamere ? 

Crofts 
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Crofts advifed her by all means to let him 
go. He fufpefted indeed that die anony- 
mous letter had occafioned all the Wild be- 
haviour he had been witnefs to, and 
thought it very likely that Delamere might 
be going to England. But he Icnew that 
James Grofts and his fair aflbciates were 
prepared for the completion of their prcged: 
if he did ; and his abfence was, on account 
of Crafts* own affairs, particularly defir- 
able. 

For thefe reafons, he reprefented to Lady 
Montreville that oppofition would only ir- 
ritate and inflame her fon, without inducing 
him to ftay. He departed, therefore, the 
next morning, without any impediment on 
the part of his mother ; but was yet unde- 
cided whither to go. While Crofts, no 
longer thwarted by his ohfervation, or 
humbled by his haughty difdain, managed 
matters fo well, that in fpite of die pride of 
noble blood, in fpite of her reluftance to 
marry a commoner, he conquered and 
filenced all the fcruples and objections of 
Mifs Delamere ; and a young Ehglilh cler- 
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gyrji^^n, a friend of his, coming to Nice, as 
both he and Crofts declared by the meereji 
am4ent in tke world, juft about that time. 
Crofts obtained her confent to a private 
marriage ;, and his friend took efpecial care 
thaj x)iO form might be wanting to enable 
hin;i legally to claim his jbride pn ^eir re* 
ivy^n to England* 



CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



EMMELINE had now been hear a 
month at Bath, whence (he had not 
written to Delamere. She had feldom 
done fo ofteaer than once in fix or eight 
weeks ; and no retfon fubfifted at prefcnt 
for a more- frequent correfpondence. 

Far from having any idea that he would 
think her temporary removal extraordinary, 
(he bad not attempted to conceal it from 
him^ and of his jealoufy of Fit;£«Edward 
(he had not the remoteft fufpicion. For 
tho' Mrs. Afhwood's hints, and the beha- 
viour of James Crofts, had left no doubt of 
theiji- ill opinion of her, yet (he never fup- 
pofed them capable of an attempt to im- 
prefs the fame idea on the mind of Dela- 
mere ; and had no notion of the variety of 
motives which made the whole family of 
the. Crofts, with which Mrs, Alhwood was 
now connefted, folicitous to perpetuate the 
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evil by propagating the fcandalous ftory 
they had themfelves invented. 

Unconfcious therefore of the anguilh 
which preyed upon the heart of her un- 
happy lover, Emmeline gave her whole 
attention to Lady Adelina, and fhe faw 
with infinite concern the encreafing weak- 
nefs of her frame ; with ftill greater pain 
(lie obferved, that by fufFering her mind to 
dwell continually on her unhappy fituation, 
it was no longer able ta exert the powers it 
poffefl'ed ; and that, funk in hopelefs de- 
fpondence, her intellefts were frequently 
deranged. Amid thefe alienations of rea- 
fon, fhe was ftill gentle, amiable and in- 
terefting ; and as they were yet Ihort and 
flight, Emmeline flattered herfelf, that the 
opiates which herphyfician (in confequence 
of the reftlefs and anxious nights Lady 
Adelina had for fome time pafled) found it 
abfolutely ncceflary to adminifter, might 
have partly if not entirely occafioned this 
alarming fymptom. ^ 

Still, however, the bufy imagination of 
Emmeline perpetually reprefented to her 

impending 
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impending forrow, and her terror hourly 
encreafed. She figured to herfelf the de- 
cided phrenzy, or the death of her poor 
friend ; and unable to conquer apprehen- 
fions which (he was yet compelled to con- 
ceal, (he lived in a continual effort to ap- 
pear chearful, and to foothe the wounded 
mind of her fuflferer, by confolatory con- 
.verfation ; while Ihe watched her with an 
attention fo fedulous and fo painful, that 
only the excellence of her heart, which per- 
fuaded her (he was engaged in a taik truly 
laudable, could have fupported her thro' 
flich anxiety and fatigue. 

She was, however, very defirous that as 
Mr- Godolphin was now in England he 
might be acquainted with his filler's cala- 
mitous and precarious fituation; and fhe 
gently hinted to Lady Adelina, how great 
a probability (he thought there was, that 
fuch 9, man as her brother was reprefented 
to be, would in her forrow and her fuffering 
forget her error. 

But by the moft diftant idea of fuch an 
interview, Ihe found Lady Adelina fo vio- 
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kntly affedted, that flic dared not - agaiil 
urge it ; and was compelled, in fearful ap- 
prehenfion, to await the hour which would 
probably give the fair penitent to that grave 
where (he fcemed to wifh her difgrace and 
^ffliftion might be forgotten. 

To defcribe the anxiety of Emmeline 
when* that period arrived, is impoffible; 
or the mingled emotions of forrow and fa- 
tisfadion, pleafure and pity, with which 
Ihe beheld the lovely and unfortunate infant 
whofe birth (he had fo long defired, yet 
fo greatly dreaded, ^ 

Lady Adelina had, till then, wiflied to 
die. She faw her child-^and wifhed to 
live. — ^The, phyfical people who attended 
her, gave hopes that (he might.— Supported 
by the toider friendfhip of Emmeline, and 
animated by maternal fondnefs, fhe deter* 
mined to attempt it. 

Emmeline, tiow full of apprehenfion, now 
indulging feeble hopes, prayed fervently 
that Ihe might ; and zealoully and indefati- 
gably attended her with more than her 
former folicitude. For tliree days, her 

hopes 
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hopes, gradimlly grew ftronger; when on 
the evening of the third, as (he was fitting 
atone by the fide of the bed where Lady 
AdeUna had fallen into a quiet llcep, flie 
fuddenly heard a fort of buftle in the next 
room ; and before (he could rife to put art 
end to it, a gentleman to whom flie 
was a ftranger walked haftily into that 
'Where (he was. On feeing her, he (iarted 
and faid — 

*^ I beg your pardon. Madam— but I 
** was informed that here I niight find 
^ Lady Adelina Tireiawny/' 

The iiame of Trelawny^ thus fuddenly 
and loudly pronounced, awakened Ladj^ 
Adelina* She ftarted uji^-^undrew the cur- 
lain^— and fixing het* feyes with a look of ter- 
rified aft6m{hment on the ftranger, (he ex- 
claimed, faintly. — ** Oh ! rtiy brother !— 
*' my brother William !" then funk back 
t>n her pillow, to all appearance life- 
Icfe, 

Mr. Godolphin now fpringing forward, 
caught the cold and infenfible hand which 

had 
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had opened the ciutain ; and throwing him- 
felf on his knees, cried— 

" Adelina ! my love ! are you ill ?— • 
5^ have 1 then terrified and alarmed you ? 
^^ Speak to me — dear Adelina — ^fpeak to 
^^ me ! 

Emmeline, whofe immediate aftonifh- 
ment at his prefence had been loft in terror 
for his fifter, had flown out of the room 
for the attendants, and now jretuming, 
cried — 

^* You have killed her. Sir! — She is 
^* certainly dead ! — Oh, my God I the fud- 
*^ den alarm, the fudden fight of you' has 
'' deftroyedher!'* 

/ " I am afraid it has!" exclaimed Go- 
dolphin wildly, and hardly knowing what 
he faid— " I am indeed afraid it has ! My 
*' poor fifter— my unhappy, devoted Ade- 
.«* Una ! — have I then found you only to 
«^ deftroy you? But perhaps," continued 
he, after a moment's paufe, during which 
,Emmeline and the nurfe were chafing the 
hands and temples of the dying patient— 

** perhaps 
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^* perhaps fhe may recover. Send inftantly 
" for advice— run— fly — let me go myfelf 
** for aSiflance/' 

He would now have run out of the roonv; 
but Emmeline, whofe admirable prefence of 
mind this fudden fcene of terror had not 
cofiquered, (lopped him^ 

Stay, Sir," faid fhe, ^^ I befeech you., 
ftay* You know not whither to go. I 
will infliantly fend thofe who do." 
She then left the room, and ordered a 
fervant to fetch the phyfician ; for flic 
dreaded leafl: Mr> Godolrphin fliould dil- 
cover the real name and quality of the 
patient to thofe to whom he might apply ; 
and on returning to the bed fide, where 
Lady Adelina fl:ill lay without any figns of 
exiflience, and by which her brother fl:ill 
knelt in fpeechlefs agony, her fears were 
again alive, leaft: when the medical gentle* 
men arrived, his grief and defperation fliould 
.betray the fecret to them. While her firfl; 
apprehenfion was for the life of her friend, 
thefe fecondary confiderations were yet ex- 
tremely alarming — for flie knew, that fliould 
Lady AdeJiiia recover, her life woviXi^Xafc ^cst 
Vol. III. F ^^^^ 
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ever embittered, if not again endangered, 
by the difcovery which feemed impending 
and almoft inevitable. 

The women who were about her having 
now apphed every remedy they could think 
of without fuccefs, began loudly to lament 
themfelves. Emmeline, commanding her 
own anguifti, befoughtthemto ftifle their's, 
and not to give way to fruitlefs exclama- 
tions while there was yet hope, but to con- 
tinue their endeavours to recover their lady. 
Then addrefling herfelf to Mr. Godolphin, 
(he roufed him from the ftupor of grief in 
which he had fallen, while he gazed with 
an impaflioned and agonizing look on the 
pale countenance of his fifter. 

** Pardon me. Sir,** faid fhe, *' if I en- 
treat you to go down ftairs and await the 
arrival of the advice I have fent for. 
Should my poor friend recover, your 
prefence may renew and encreafe the 
alarm of her fpirits, and embarraft hef 
returning recoUedion ; and fhould (he 
not recover, you had better hear fuch 

^^ mournful 
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** mournful tidings in any place rather than 
'' this/' 

^^ Oh ! if I do hear them," anfwered he, 
wildly, ** it matters little where. But I will 
*^ withdraw, Madam, fince you feem to 
'' defire it/' 

He had hardly feen Emmeline before. 
He now turned his eyes mournfully upon 
her—** It is, I prefume, Mifs Mowbray," 
faid he, ** who thus, with an angel's tender- 
•* nefs in an angel's form would fpare the 
*^ forrows of a (hanger ?" 

Enuneline, imable to fpeak, led the way 
down to the parlour, and Godolphin filently 
followed her. 

*' Go back," faid he, tremuloufly, as 
foon as they reached the room—** Go 
** back to my lifter; your tender affiduity 
*• may do more for her than the people 
** about her. Your voice, your looks, 
^ will foothe and tranquillize her, (hould 
** ftie awaken from her long infenfibility* 
^* Ah ! tell her, her brother came only to 
** rcfcue her from die mifcry of her un- 
" worthy lot-^Tell her his afFeftion^ Ma 

F 2 ' ^^ \iiQ\:s\sx\^ 
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'^ brotherly afFcftion, hopes to give her 
^^ confolation; and reftore her—- if it 
** may yet be — to her repofe. But go, 
*' deareft Mifs Mowbray go !— fomebody 
^' comes in — perhaps the phyfician." 

Emmeline now opening the parlour door, 
found it to be indeed the phyfician (he ex- 
pected ; and with a fearful heart Ihe followed 
him, informing him, as they, went up flairs, 
that the fudden appearance of Mrs. St. 
Laure's brother, whom (he had not feen 
for two or three years, had thrown her into 
a fainting fit, from which not all their en- 
deavours had recovered her. 

He remonftrated vehemently againft the 
extreme indifcretion of fuch an interview. 
Emmeline, who knew not by what (brange 
chain of circumftances it lud been brought 
about, had nothing to reply* 

So feeble were the appearances of re- 
maining life, that the phyfician could pro- 
nounce nothing certainly in regard to his 
patient. He gave, however, direftions to 
her attendants ; but after every application 
had been ufed, all thac could be faid was, 

that 
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that' ftie was not adually dead. As foon as 
the phyfician had written his prefcription 
and retired, Emnieline recoUefted the pain- 
ful (late of fufpenfe in which fhe had left Mr. 
Godolphin, and trying to recover courage 
to go thro* the painflil fcene before her, ftie 
went down to him. 

As fhe opened the door, he met her. 

" I have feen the doctor,'* faid he, in a 
broken and hurried voice — '* and from his 
*' account I am convinced Adelina is 
" dying.'' 

*^ I hope not,-'^ faintly anfwered Emme- 
line. ^* There is yet a poffibility, . tho* I 
" fear no great probability of her ' re- 
^* covery.** 

^^ My Adelina !" refumed he, walking 
about the room— ^^ my Adelina ! for v/hoCc 
** fake I fo anxioufly wifhed to return to 
^' England— Gracious God ! I am come too 
*^ late to aflift her ! 3on:ie ftrange myftery 
" furely hangs over her ! Long loft to all 
'* her friends, I find her here dying ! The 
** fight of me, inftead of relieving her forrow 
^* fcemstohave accelerated her diflblution ! 

F 3 ^^ Kxv\ 
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And you, Madam^ to whofe goodnefs 

(he appears to be fo greatly indebted— p- 
** may I aik by what fortunate circum- 
*^ (lance, loft and obfcure as (he has been, 
** (he has acquired fuch a friend ^" 

Emmeline, (huddering at the apprehen- 
lion of enquiries (he found it impo(rible to 
anfwer, was wholly at a lofs how to reply to 
this. She knew not of what Mr. Godol- 
phin was iirformed— of what he was igno- 
rant ; and dreaded to fay too much, or to 
be dete^ed in a falfe reprefentation. She 
therefore, agitated and he(itating, gravely 
faid— 

*^ It is not naw a time. Sir, to aft any 
*^ thing relative to Lady Adelida. I am 
^^ myfelf too ill to enter into converfation ; 
** and wi(h, as you have been yourfelf 
** greatly afle(^ed, that you would now re- 
•< iir€, and endeavour to make yourfelf as 
*^ eafy as you can. To-morrow may, per- 
*^ haps, aflford us more chearful profpefts— 
*^ or at leaft this cruel fufpenfe will be 
** over, and the dear fufFeref ai peace.'* 

She 
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She fobbed, and turned away. Godol- 
phin rifing, faid in a faultering voice— 

^* Yes, I will go ! fince my ftay can only 
*' .encreafe the pain of that generous and 
^* fenfible heart. I will go— but not to 
*^ reft ! — I cannot reft ! But do you try, 
^^ moft amiable creature ! to obtain fome 
** repofe — Try, I befeech you, to recover 
'* your fpirits, which have been fo greatly 
*^ hurried." 

He knew not what he faid ; and was 
haftening out of the room, when Emmeline, 
recoUedting how ardently Lady Adelina 
had defired the concealment of her name 
and &mily, ftopped him as he was quitting 
her. 

'^ Yet one thing. Captain Godolphin, 
** allow me to entreat of you ?*' 

'* What can 1 refufe you ?" anfwered he, 
returning. 

" Only — are you known at Bath ? ^* 
Probably I may. It is above three 

years fince I was in England, and much 

longer fince I have been here. But un- 

F 4 '' bubtedly 
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*' dotibtedly fome one or other will know 
" me.'V 

** Then do indulge me in one requefl. 
'^ See as few people as you can ; and if 
** you accidentally meet any of yourfriends, 
** do not fay that Lady Adelina is here/* 

" Not meet any one if F can avoid it !— 
" and if I do, not fpeak of my fifter ! 
** And why is all this ? — -why this conceal- 
" ment, thismyftery ? — why—'* 

Emmeline, abfolutely overcome, fat down 
without fpeaking. Godolphin feeing h?r 
uneafinefs, faid— 

'* But I will not diftrefs you. Madam, by 
*^ farther queftions. Your commands ftiall 
** befufficient. I will ftifie my anxiety and 
** obey you/' Then bowing refpedlfuUy, he 
added — *' To-morrow, at as early an hour 
^^ as I dare hope for admittance, I (hall be 
" at the door. Heaven blefs and reward 
** the fair and gentle Mifs Mowbray— rand 
" may it have mercy on my poor Ade- 
^* lina!"— He fighed deeply, and left the 
houfe. 

Lady 
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Lady Adelina, tho* not Co entirely infen- 
iible, was yet but little amended. But as 
what alteration there was, was for the better, 
Emmeline endeavoured to recall her own 
agitated and diflipated fpirits. The extra- 
ordinary feene which had juft paffed, was 
ilill prefent to her imagination; the laft 
words of Godolphin, ftill vibrated in her 
ears. " Fair and gende Mifs Mowbray !*' 
repeated (he. ** He knows my name ; yet 
^^ feems ignorant of every thing that relates 
>* to his fifter r' 

Her aftoniftiment at this circumftance 
was fucceeded by reflefting on the unplea*- 
fant tafk (he muft have if Mr, Godolphia 
Should again enquire into her firft ac- 
quaintance with his fifter. To relate to . 
him the melancholy ftory fhe had heard, 
would, (he found, be an undertaking to . 
which (he was wholly unequal ; and (he was 
equally averfe to the invcjiudn of a plau- 
iible falfehood. Fx'om this painful appre- 
henfion (he meditated how to extricate her- 
felf; but the longer (he thought of it, the 
inord ftic defpaired of it. The terrors of 

F 5 ^NxOc^ 
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fuch a converfatioa hourly atrgnfiented ; 
and wholly and for tv&c to efcape from it, 
(he r6metime& determined to write. But 
from executing than defign, was with-held 
by confidering that if Godolphin was of a 
fiery and impetuous t^nper, he woyid pro- 
bably, without refleftion or delay, fly to 
vengeance, a^A f«^ecipitate every evil which 
Lady Adelina direaded. 

After having exhaufted every idea on 
the fubjeft, (he could think of nothing on 
which her imagination could reft, but to 
fend to Mrs, Stafford, acquaint hei with the 
danger of Lady Adelina, and conjure her if 
poffible to come to her* This (he knew 
ihe would do unlefs forne Angular circum- 
ftance in her own family prevented her at- 
tention to her friends, 

Refolved to embrace therefore this hope, 
' flie difpatched an hafty billet by aa exprefs 
to Woodjield ; and then betook herfelf to a 
bed on the floor, which (he had ordered to 
be placed by the fide of that where Lady 
Adelina^ ia. happy tho' dangerous im^nil- 

bility. 
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pility, ftill feemed to repofc almoft in the 
arms of death. 

Emmeline could not, however, obtain 
even a momentary forgetfulnefs. Tho* (he 
could not repent her attention to the un- 
happy Lady Adelina, Ihe was yet fenfible 
of her indifcretion in having put herfelf 
into the fituation (he was now in ; th6 "cruel 
unfeeling world would, (he feared, condemn 
her; and of it's refledions (he could not 
think without pain. But her heart, her 
generous fympathizing heart, more than ac* 
quitted — it repaid her. 

Towards the middle of the night. Lady 
Adelina, who had made two or three faint 
efforts to fpeak, Eghed, and again in faint 
murmurs attempted to explain ' herfelf. 
EmmeUne (larted up and eagerly liftened ; 
and in a low whifpcr heard her aik for her 
child. 

Emmeline ordered it inftantly to be 
brought ; and thofe eyes which had fo lately 
feemed clofed for ever,, were opened in 
fearch of this beloved objeft : then, as if 
faiisfied in beholding, it living and well, 

F 6 ^^ 
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they clofed again, while (he imprinted a kifs 
on it's little hand. She then alkedfor Em- 
nieline ; who, delighted with this apparent 
amendment, prevailed on her to take what 
had been ordered for her. She appeared 
ftill better in a few moments, but was yet 
extremely languid. 

*'*I have had a dreadful dream, my 
** Emmeline," faid (he, at length—** a 
** long and dreadful dream! But it is 
** gone— you are here ; my poor little boy 
** too is well ; and this alarming vifion will 
*' I hope haunt me no more." 

Emmeline, who feared that the dream 
was indeed a reality, exhorted her to think 
only of her recovery ; of which, added fhe 
cheerfully, we have no longer any doubt. 

** Comfqrtable and confoling angel !** 
fighed Lady Adelina— ** your prefence is 
" furely fafety. Do not leave me T' ' 

Emmeline promifed not to quit the 
room 5 and elate with hopes of her friend's 
fpeedy refloration to health, fell herfelf into 
a tranquil and refrefhing llumber. 

On awakening the next mornbg, ftie 

found 
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found Lady Adelina much better ; but ftill, 
whenever flie fpoke, dwelling on her fup- 
pofed dream, and fometimes talking with 
that incoherence which had for fome weeks 
before fo greatly alarmed her. Her own 
dread ©f meeting Godolphin was by no 
means leffened ; and to prevent an imme- 
diate interview, (he difpatched to him a 
note. 

" Sir, . 

*^ I am happy in having it in my power 
** to affure you that our dear patient is 
^* much better. But as uninterrupted tran- 
^^ quiUity is abfolutely neceffary, that, and 
** other confiderations, induce me to beg 
** you will forbear coming hither to day. 
** You may depend on having hourly intel- 
** ligence, and that we fhall be defirous of 
" the pleafure of feeing you when the 
*^ fafety of my friend admits it. 

*^ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

^* your moft humble fervant, 

Sept. 20, 17—. Emmeline Mowbray." 
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To this note, Mr. Godolphin anfvvered— 

^^ If Mifs Mowbray will only allow me 
*^ to wait on her for one moment in the 
^ parlour, I will not again trefpafs on her 
** time till I have her own permiflion. 

*^ W. G." 

This requeft, Emmeline was obliged, 
with whatever reluftance, to comply with. 
She therefore fent a verbal acquiefcence ; 
aftd repaired to the bed-fide of Lady Ade- 
lint, who had aiked for her. 

Will you pardon my folly, my dear 

Emcaeline,^' faid (he languidly — ^* but 

I cannot be eafy till I have told yon 

what a ftrang^ idea has feized me. I 

feemed, kft night, I know not at what 

tim^e, to be fuddenly awakened by a voice 

which loudly repeated the name of Tre- 

lawny. Startled by the found, I thought 

*^ I undrew the curtain, and faw my l?ra- 

'* ther William, who flood looking angrily 

*^ on, me. I felt greatly terrified ; and 

" growing extremely fick, 1 loft the vifion. 

" But 
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*^ But now again it's recoUeftion harraffes 
*^ my imagination ; and the image of my 
^^ brother, ftcrner, and with a ruder 
** afpeft than he was wont to wear, ftiU 
^' feems prefent before me. Oh ! he was 
^^ accuikMned to be all goodnefs^and gen- 
^' denefs^ and to love his poor Adehna. 
^^ Biit now he too will throw me from him 
>< ^p-he too will deteft and defpife me 
.^* Osr perhaps/' continued ftie, after a ftiod: 
pgLufe*^^^ perhaps he is dead. I am not 
^* fuperftitious-^but this dream purfu^s 
'' me.'* 

Emmeline, who had hoped that the very 
terror of this fudden interview had oblite- 
rated it's remembrance, faid every thing 
(be thought likely to quiet her mind,, and 
to perfuade her that the uneafy images re- 
prefented in her imperfeft flumberswere 
merely the effeft of her weaknefs and per- 
turbed fpirits. 

The impreflion, however, was too ftrong 
to be effaced by arguments. It ftill hung 
heavy on her heart, irritated the fever which 
had before been only flight, md deprived 
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her almoft entirely of lleep ; or if fhe flept, 
ftie again fancied herfelf awakened by her 
brother, angrily repeating the name of Tre- 
iawny. 

Sometimes, darting in terror from thefe 
feverifli dreams, (he called on her brother 
to pardon and pity her ; fometimes ifi 
piercing accents deplored his death, and 
fometimes befought him to fpare Fitz-Ed- 
ward. Thefe incoherences were particu- 
larly diftreffing j as names were often heard 
by the attendants which Emmeline hoped 
to have concealed; and it was hardly pofli- 
ble longer to deceive the phyfician and 
apothecary who attended her. 

With an uneafy heart, and a countenance 
penfively expreflive of it's feelings, (he 
went down to receive Captain Godolphin 
in the parlour. 

^^ I fear, Mifs Mowbray," faid he, as foon 
as they were feated, ^^ you will think me 
^^ too ready to take advantage of your 
*^ goodnefs. But there is that appearance 
'^ of candour and compaffion about you, 
^^ that I determined rather to truft to your 

f goodnefs 
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* goodnefs for pardon, than to remain 
longer in a ftate of fufpenfe about my 
fifter, which I have already found moft 
infupportable. In the note you honoured 
*^ me with to day you fay the is better. Is 
" (he then out of danger ? Has (he proper 
*^ advice ?*' 

She has the beft advice, Sir. I can- 
not, however, fay that (he is out of 
danger, but '*— — She hefitated, and 
knew not how to proceed. 

But' — you hope, rather than believe, 
*^ (he will recover," cried Godolphin, ea- 
gerly. 

" I both hope it and believe it. Mr. 
^* Godolpliin, you yefterday did me the 
honour to fuppofe I had been fortunate 
enough to be of fome fervice to Lady 
Adelina; fufFer me to take advantage 
of a fuppofition fo flattering, and to 
claim a fort of right to aik in my turn a 
*^ favour." 

^* Surely I (hall confider it as an honour 
'* to receive, and as happinefs to obey any* 
" command of Mifs Mowbray's." 
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** Promife me then to obferve the fame 
^* filence in regard to your fitter as I aiked 
*' of you laft night. Truft me with her 
" fafety, and believe it will not be neg- 
** lefted. But you muft neither fpeak of 
** her to others, or queftion me about her." 

*^ Good God ! from whence can arife 
*• the neceflity for thefe precautions ! What 
" dreadful obfcurity furrounds her ! What 
^' anv I to fear? What am 1 to fup- 
** pofe?" 

^* You will not, then,** faid Enuneline, 
gravely—*^ you will not oblige me, by 
*^ defifting from all queftions *till this 
f* trifling reftraint can be taken ofi*?** 

^' I will, I do promife to be guided 
*• wholly by you ; and to bear, however 
^^ difficult k may be, the fufpenfe, the 
^^r frightful fufpenfe in which I niuft re- 
¥i »lflfe^l@^i4Ul^sA€, however, that Adelina 
^^ is not in immediate danger." But, added 
he, as if recoUedting himfelf, " may I not 
*^ apply for information on that head to 
** her phyfician?" '-.^ 

^^ Not for the world ! " anfwejred Emnie- 

line, ? 
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line, with unguarded quicknefs— '^ not for 
*^ the world!'* 

^ Not for the world ! **— repeated Godol- 
phm, with an accent of aftoniftiment. 

Heaven and earth ! But I have promifed 

to afk nothing— I muft obey— and will 

now releafe you^ Madam/' 

Godolphin then took his leave ; and Em- 
-meline, whofe heart had throbbed violently 
throughout this dialogue, fat down alone 
t& compofe and recoUedt herfelf. She faw, 
that to^keep Godolphin many days ignorant 
'4^ the tniih would be impoffibk: and 
from the eager anxiety of his queftions, (he 
feared that all the horrors Lady Adclina*$ 
troubled imagination had reprefented would 
be realized-^apprehenfions, which feemed 
ai'jned with new terror fince flie had feeti 
and converfed with this William Godolf^in^ 
of whole excellent heart and rWtjl^ fpirft 
ftie had before heard fo much both from 
Lady Adelina and Fitz-Edward, and 
whofe appearance feemed to confirm the 
favourable impreffion thofe accounts had 
given her. 

GQdolpWn, who w^s ftovf ^W:i3L ^^^ *WJ^ 
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twenty, had paffed the greateft part of his 
life at fea. The various climates he had 
vifited had deprived his complexion of 
much of it*s Englifli freflinefs ; but his face 
was animated by dark eyes full of intelli- 
gence and fpirit ; his hair, generally care- 
lefsly dreffed, was remarkably fine, and his 
perfon tall, light, and graceflil, yet fo com- 
manding, that whoever faw him imme- 
diately and involuntarily felt their admira- 
tion mingled with refpeft. His whole 
figure was fuch as brought to the mind 
ideas of the race of heroes from which he 
was defcended ; his voice was particularly 
gratefijl to the ear, and his addrefs appeared 
to Emmeline to be a fortunate compound 
of the infinuating foftnefs of Fitz-Edward 
with the fire and vivacity of Delamere. Of 
,this, however, ftie could inadequately 
judge, as he w^as now under fuch depreflion 
of fpirits : and however pleafipg he ap- 
peared, Emmeline, who conceived hcjrfejf 
abfolutely engaged to Delamere, thought 
of him only as the brother of Lady Adelina; 
yet infenfibly (he felt herfelf more than ever 
interefted for th,e event of his hearing how 
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little Fitz-Edward had deferved the warrrr 
friendfhip he had felt for him. And her 
thoughts dwelling perpetually on that fub- 
jeftj magnified the painful circumftances 
of the approaching ecclairciflernent ; while 
her fears for Lady Adelina's life, who con- 
tinued to languifh in a low fever with fre- 
quent delirium, fo harrafled and oppreffed 
her, that her own health was vifibly af- 
fefted. But without attending to it, fhe 
pafled all her hours in anxioufly watch- 
ing the turns of Lady Adelina's diforder; 
or, when (he could for a moment efcape, 
in giving vent to her full heart by weep- 
ing over the little infant, whofe birth, fo 
limilar to her own, feemed to render it 
to her a more interefting and afFefting 
objeft. ' She lamented the evils to which 
it might be expofed ; tho* of a fex which 
would prevent it's encountering the fame 
fpecies of forrow as that which had em- 
bittered her own life. Of her friendlefs 
and defolate fituation, (he was never more 
fenfible than no\y. She felt herfelf more 

ux^Jiappy 
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unhappy than (he had ever yet been ; and 
would probably have funk under her ex- 
treme uneafinefs, had not the arrival of 
Mrs, Stafford, at the end of three days, re- 
lieved her from many of her fears and ap- 
prehenfions*^ " 



CHAP. 



I 
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CHAPTER V. 



MRS* Stafford no fooner heard from 
Emmdine that Godolphin was yet 
ignorant of the true reafon of Lady Ade- 
lina^s concealment, than (he faw the neccf- 
fity of immediately explaining it; and this 
taik, however painful, (he without hefita- 
tion undertook. 

He was therefore fummoned to their 
lodgings by a note from Emmeline, who 
on his arrival introduced him to Mrs, Staf- 
ford, and left them together ; when, with 
as much tendernefs as poflible, and min- 
gling with the mortifying detail many repre- 
fentations of the neceffity there was for his 
conquering his refentment, Ihe at length 
concluded it ; watching anxioufly the 
changes in Godolphin*s coimtenance, which 
fometimes expreffed only pity and afFeftion 
for his lifter, fometimes rage and indig- 
nation againft Fitz-£dward« 
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Both the brothers of Lady Adelina had 
been accuftomed to confider her with pecu- 
liar fondnefs. The unfortunate circum- 
ftance of her loling her mother imme- 
diately after her birth, feemed to have giveft 
her a melancholy title to their tenderneft'; 
and the refemblance (he bore to that dear 
mother, whom they both remembei'ed, and 
on whofe memory their father dwelt with 
tmdiminiflied regret, endeared her to them 
ftill more* To thefe united claims on the 
heart and the protedion of William Godol- 
phin, another was added equally forcible, 
in a letter written by his father with the^ 
trembling hand of anxious folicitude, 
when he felt himfelf dying, and when, 
looking back with lingering affeftion on 
the children of her whom he hoped foon 
to join, he faw with anguifh his youngeft 
daughter liable from her fituation to de- 
viate into indifcretion, and furrounded by 
the numberlefs dangers which attend on a 
young and beautiful woman, whofe huf- 
band has neither talents to attach her affec- 
tions or judgment to direft her aftions* 

Lord 
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Lord Wefthaven, confcious of her ha- 
s:ardous circumftances, and feeling in his 
laft moments the keeneft anguifti in know^ 
ing that his miftaken care had expofed her 
to them, hoped) by iriterefting both her 
Jbrothers to watch over her, that he fhould 
obviate the dangers he apprehended. He 
had therefore, in ail their converfations, re* 
conmiended her to his eldeft fon ; and as 
he was not happy enough to embrace the 
younger before he died, had addrefled to 
him a laft letter on the fame fubjed. 

Such were the powerful ties that bound 
Mr. Godolphin to love and defend Lady 
Adelina with more than a broriier's fond- 
nefs. " Haftening therefore to obey the 
dying injunctions of his father, and in the 
hope of rendering the life of this beloved 
lifter, if not happy, at leaft honourable and 
contented, he had heard, that (he had 
clandeftinely abfented herfelf from her fa* 
mily, and after a long fearch had found 
her abandoned to remorfe and defpair; 
her reputation blafted ; her health ruined; 
her intelleds difordered; and all by the 

Vol- III. G ^^t^^l 
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perfidy ^f a man, in whom he from long 
friendfhip, and his lifter from family con* 
neclion, liad placed unbounded confidence. 
Tho* Godolphin had one of die beft 
tempers in the world— a temper wliich the 
roughnefs of thofe among whom he lived 
had only ferved to fofcen and humanize, 
and which was immovable by the ufual 
accidents that ruffle others, yet he had alio 
in a great ^xcefs all thofe keen feelings, 
which fill a heart of extreme fenfibility ; 
added to a courage, that 'm the hour of 
danger had been proved to be as cool as 
it was undaunted. Of him might be faid 
what wasHhe glorious praife of immortal 
Bayard— that he was " fans peur et fa$u 
^* refroche^y'*^ zxA educated with a high 
fenfe of honour himfelf, as well as pofleffing 
a heart calculated to enjoy, and a hand 
to defend the unblcmifhed dignity of his 
family, all his paffions were roufed and 
awakened by the injury it had fuftaincd 
from Fitz-Edward, and he beheld him as 

* Without fear ^cA witjbout reproach. 

amonfter 
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ii monfter whom it was infamy to forgive, 
riardly therefore had Mrs. Stafford Gon- 
cluded her diftrefling recital, than, as if 
commanding himfetf by a violent effort, 
he thanked her warmly yet incoherently 
for her unexampled goodnefs to his fifter, 
recommended her ftill to her generous care^ 
and the friendfhip of Mils Mowbray, and 
without any threat againfl Fitz-Edward> or 
even a comment on what he had heard, 
arofe to depart. But Mrs. Stafford, more 
alarmed by this determined tho' quiet re- 
fentment and by the exprefHon of his coun- 
tenance than if he had burfl into exclama- 
tions and menaces, perceived dut the criili^ 
was now come >vhen he was prevailed upon 
to conquer hisjuft rdfofttment, or by giving 
it way deftroy the reputation of iiis fiftcrj, 
and expole his own life in order tb re^^ 
ve'nge it. ^■^' 

She befought him therefore to fit; down 
a moment ; and when he had done fo, (he - 
told him, that if he re^ly thought himfcl£ 
Under any obligations to Mifs Mowbray 
or to her for the ferVices they hadbt,^w^<^ 
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fortunate as to render Lady Adellna, his 
making all they had been doing ineffeftual, 
would be a mod mortifying return ; and 
fuch muft be the cafe, if he raOily flew to 
ieek vengeance on Fitz-Edward* *' For 
** that you have fuch a defign," continued 
fhe, *' I have no doubt ; allow me, how- 
ever, to fuppofe that I have, by doing 
your fifter fome good offices, acquired a 
right to fpeak of her affairs," 
*' Surely," anfwered Mn Godolphin, 
you have ; and furely I mufl: hear with 
refpeft and attention, tho' poffibly not 
with convi(9ion, every opinion with 
^* which you may honour me," 

She then reprefented to him, with all 
the force of reafon, how little he could re- 
medy the evil by hazarding his own life 
or by taking that of Fitz- Edward. 

^' At prefent," continued (he, /^ tlie 
^^ fecret is known only to me, Mifs Mow- 
bray, and Lady Adelina's woman; if 
it is farther expofed, the heirs of Mr. 
Trelawny, who are fo deeply interefted, 
.^•^ will undoubtedly take meafui*es to prove 

'' that 
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that the infant has no juft claim to the 
eftate they fo eagerly expeft. Mr. Tre- 
lavvny's fifter.has already entertained 
fufpicions, which the leaft additional in- 
formation would give her grounds to 
purfue, and the whole affair muft then 
inevitably become public. Surely this 
confideration alone fhould determine 
you— why then need I urge others, 
equally evident and equally forcible.** 
Godolphin acknowledged that there was 
much of truth in the arguments (he ufed ; 
but' denied that any confideration fliould 
influence him to forgive the man who had 
thus bafely and ungeneroufly betrayed the 
confidence of his family. 

*' However,'^ added he again, checking 
the heat into which he feared a longer con- 
verfation on this fubjeft miglit betray him— 
**. I have not yet. Madam, abfolutely 
'* formed the refolution of which you fcem 
" fo apprehenfive; and am indeed too 
** cruelly hurt to be able to talk longer on 
^^ the fubjeft. Suffer me therefore once 
^* more to bid you a good day ! '* 

G 3 ^N\\ 
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But the encrealing gloom of Im coimte^ 
nancc^ and forced calm of his manner^ 
appeared to be fymptonis fo unfavourableji 
that Mrs, Stafford thought there was no 
hope of being able to prevent an immediate 
and fatal meeting between him and Fitz«* 
Edward but by engaging him in a promife 
iit leaft to delay it ; this (he attempted by 
the moft earnefl arg\iments, and the moft 
preffing perfuafions ; but all (he could ob- 
tain was an aflTurance that he would remain 
at Bath *till the next daj, and fee her again, 
in the evening. 

In the mean time the delirium of Lady 
Adelina, which had recurrcd^at intervals 
ever (ince the tranfient fight (he had of her 
brother, frequently, and with more alarming 
fymptoms, returned ; and the fever which 
had at firft threatened the lofs of her life, 
now feemed to be fixing on her brain, and 
to menace, by a total deprivation of reafon,^ 
reducing her to a condition to which death 
itfelf mull be preferable. She (till, even in 
her wildefl wanderings, knew Emmeline^ 
and ftill carefTed her little boy ; but much 

of 
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rf her tittle paffed In incoherent a;nd r^m* 
bting difcourii ; iir which ihe talfeed: pf 
Fitz^Edwkrd and her brother WilliaEa, and 
held with them both imaginary dialogues^ 
SaraaetinKs fhc deprecated the wraih of h(?r 
ddo- brother; and then her -difordgre;d 
fincy ran to the younger, to binj frora^ 
^diom Qm had in her eariy life found pky 
and prote&ion in all her littk for-* 
tows. 

Mrs* Stafford thought it too hazardotia 
to let her agaiin fee her brothei:^ while her 
intellefits were thus deranged ; as (he trem- 
bled left &e fliould ftart into adual mad- 
nefs,. But it was abfolutely neceflar}^ to do 
fomething ; not only becaufe Mr* Godol- 
phin's impatience made every delay dan* 
gerous> but becaufe it was hardly pofijble 
to keep the fecr^t from thephyficians and. 
attendantjs, who had aheady heard much 
more than they ought to have known. 

She determined, therefore, after confiilt- 
ing with Ejnmelinc, to introduce Godol- 
pbin into the room adjoining to that where 
Liady Adelina now fat fome hours every 

G 4 ,Ai.^^ 



128 - £ ,M M E I. I N E, 

day in an eafy chair., The aiFeding in- 
fanity of his unhappy fifter, and the mourn- 
ful and pathetic entreaties (he frequ^atly 
ufed, were Hkely, in the opinion of the fair 
friends, to effeduate more than their moft: 
earneft perfuafions ; and prevail on him to 
drop all thoughts of that refentment, which: 
could not cure but might encreafe her ca^- 
lamities^ 

Mrs, StafTord had heard from him, that 
he gained information as to the place of his 
lifter's refidence from the mother of Ladyr 
Adelina's woman ; who being the reduced 
widow of a clergyman, refided in the 
Bifhop's alms-houfes at Bromley, where her 
daughter frequently fent her fuch afliftance 
as her own oeconomy, or the bounty of her 
lady, enabled her to lupply. A few weeks 
before, flie had fent her a note for ten 
pounds ; and not apprehending that an en- 
quiry would he made of her, had defiredher 
to acknowledge the receipt of it, and direft 
to her at Bath, where (he faid her lady was 
^vith a Mifs Mcwbray. 

Lady Clincarryl, among many expe- 
dients 
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dieftts to recover traces of her fifter, had at 
length recoUefted this widow, and had de- 
fired Mr. Godolphin to make immediate 
enquiry of her. 

He had haftened therefore to Bromley, 
and eafiiy found the poor woman, who was 
paralytic and almoft childifti. Her letters 
were read for her by one of her neighbours ; 
a peiibn who being prefent at the arrival 
of Mr. Godolphin, immediately found diat 
fomething was to be got ; and bufily put 
into his hands the very letter which had 
enclofed the note, and which contained dier 
diredtion. 

He eagerly copied the addrefs ; and leav- 
ing a handfome prefent for the ufe of the 
old widow, he delayed not a moment to fet 
out for Bath, where he foon found the houfe, 
arid where he had enquired for Lady Ade* 
lina Trelawny. 

The fervant of the houfe who opened the 
door aflured him no fuch perfon was there. 
He fuppofed that for fome reafon or other 
flie was denied; and infifting on being aK 
lowed to go up Hairs, had entered the room 

G 5 \st 
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in tlie abrupt manner wMch Rad fo 
alarmed his fiffer. 

In hopes of counterading the fetal elfcfks 
of the difcovery which had unavoidably fol<- 
lowed this interview, Godolphin was, on his 
return in the afternoon, introduced into the 
dining-room, which opened into Lady Ade- 
lina's bed-chamber. The door was a-jar ; 
the partition diin; and Mrs, Stafford was 
pretty well affured that the poor patient would 
be heard diftinftly. Godolphin came in,. 
pale from the conflift of his mind; and all hisi 
fcatures^ ei^Tprcffed anger aftd forrow, with, 
which he fecmed vainly ftruggling. He 
bowed, and fat down in filence^ 

Mrs. StafForcJ only was in the room; and 
as foon as he was feated^ faid, in a low 
voice, yet with fprced chearfulnefs— 
'* Well, Sir, I hope that Mifs Mowbray 
and myfelf have prevailed on you ta 
drop at prefent every other defign than 
the truly generous one of healing the 
^^ wounded heart of our fair unfortunate 
« friend/' 
^ And ihall he who has wounded it,*^ 

flowly 
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ilowiy and ft^rnly replied Godolphin—- 
^^ (hall he who has wounds it fo bafely, 
•^ cicapeme?^' 

At this i;nfi;ant Lady Adelina^ who had 
been feme time ^lent, jexclaimed haftily**-* 

'^ Oh I fpare him ! my dear JbroAer ! 
•^ and fpare your poor AdeUna L who wiH 

.•* not trouWo— who wfll not difgrace you* 
«Iangr 

^ Where is (he J^'-faid Godolphin, ftart- 
ing— *^ Good God ! what is it I hear ?*' 

^ Yqut unhappy fifter,'* anfwered Mrs.^ 
Stafford; ^* whom the idea of yo\ir deter- 
^ mined vengeance has akeady driven tO)* 
^ diftraftion/' 

Agaip Lady Adelina fpoke. Her bro- 
ther Jiftcned in breatWefs anguifli. 

** Ah! William !---and ut y(fu grown ^ 
** cruel ? You on whom I depended for 
^ pity and proteftion ?** 

** Surdy,'* faid he,. *^ furely (he knows . 
« lam here?'* 

*«^ N03'' anfwered' Mrs. Stafford, ^' (he 
^ knows nothing.. But this fear has in- 
** ceffandy purfued her ; and (ince (he faw 
^J you (he dwells more fi^o^^^xV^ ^"^ '^^ 

G 6 ^^^^ 



" thp' her erring nwnory fometioaes w^ 

^^ ders to other objects." 

*Mt is very true, my Lord !*' cried Lady^ 
Adelina,widi jjQTeded Gaininefs,her thoughts 
vrayering again towards Lord Wefthaven—^ 
^' It is all very true ! I have defervcd all 
** your reproaches ! I am ready to make 
*^ all the atonement I can ! Then you will: 
*^ both of you, my brcMihers, be {atisfied— ^ 
** for William has told me that if I died 
** he fhould be content, for then all mighd 
** be forgotten/' She ended with a deep 
figh; and Godolphin wildly Parting from 
his feat, faid— 

'* This is too much ! you cannot expeft 
*' me to bear this !— let me go to her !" 

*' Would you go then,'* anfwered Mrs^, 
Stafford, " to con&m her fears and to drive 
♦* her to deeper defperation ? If you fee 
** her, it muft be to foothe and comfort 
frher; to affure her of your forgiVenefs, 
** and that you will bury your refentment 
'' againft '* 

*^ Accurfed ! doubly accurfed be the 
** infamous villain who has driven her 
// to this ! And muft I bear it tamely ! 
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^ Oh ! injured memory of my father !— 
'^ Oh ! my poor, undone filler !'* He 
walked about the room ; the tears ran from 
his eyes ; and. Mrs. Stafford, fearing that his 
hurried ftep and deep fobs would be heard 
by Lady Adelina, deteruimed to bring the 
fcene to a crifis and net to lofe the influence 
(he hoped fhe had gained on his mind. 
She therefore went into the other room, and 
(hutting the door, advanced with a fmil^ to- 
v^ards the lovely lunatic, ^ 

What will you fay, my dear Adelina, 
if I bring you the beft news you can 
poffiblyhear?^' 
News !'* repeated Lady Adelina, look- 
ing at her with eyes which too plainly de- 
noted the derangement of her mind— 
*' News !~Ah ! dear. Madam ! I know 
very well that all the world is happy but 
me ; and if you are happy, I "am very 
gl^ ; but as to w^— — Do you indeed 
think it is reafonable I ftiould part with 
" him?*' 

" With whom ?*' faid Mrs. Stafford. 
^* Why, one condition which they inlift 
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*< tipo» fsi that I ifaouM g^ive up my p©or* 
♦* little one to than^ and never a&, to fee 
^^ hkm again. WUliara was die moft ur- 
" gent for tins — ^William, who ufed to be 
*^ fo good, to gentle, fo companionate to 
** every body ! Alas ! he is now oiore cruel 
** and r^kutlefs than the reft P^ 

^^ So 6r from it.,** faid Mrs. Stafford^ 
^^ yoor brodier William loves you as much 
^^ as ever ;; he will come and telL you fo 
^ himfelf if you will only be compofed^, 
^' and talk lefs flrangely.** 

^. To fee me //' exclaimed lhe,.as if fud- 
denly recovering her recolledlion— ^^ Oh!! 
♦'* when ?— where ?— how ?" 

But again it forfook her ; and (he con*-- 
toued— ^, 

^ Ah I he comes perhaps to tell me o£* 
'^ the blood he has fpilt, and to load me 
^*^ with reproaches for having obliged, him 
^ to deftroy a friend whom he, once loved.. 
•^ If that is indeed fo> why kt him come 
^^ and plunge another dagger in this poor 
^ heart, which, has always loved him V* 

She^ 
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S6e was filent a moment aad thtin laa- 
guidly went on — 

" I thought fometimc Gntc that I fkw 
*^ him, and Mifs Mowbray was with him ; 
**^ but it was only a dream, for I know he 
*^ is in Jamaica : and when he dais come 
^^ home, he will harden his heait againft 
^* me— he will be my judge^ and ftemly 
^ will he jiidg^ me— he wiU forget that 
^* he is my brother P' 

** Never!: my jic^r Adeline** cried 
Godolphin, rufhing into the rooms ".licver 
•* can I forget that I am your tflrother— ^ 
^* never can I ceafe to feel foar you com^ 
*^ paffion and tendemefs/* 

He wovrld have taken her in Bas arms i 
but ftruck by the dreadful alteration that 
appeared in her face and figure, he ftopt 
ftioit, and looking at her with filent horror, 
feemed incapable of uttering what he 
felt. 

She knew him ; but could neither fpeak 
or {bed a tear for fome moments. At 
length, (he held out to him her emaciated: 
hand,. 
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'< It is indeed William ! " faid (he. '' He 
*^ feems, too, very forry for me. My dear 
^^ brotlier,. do you then pardon and pity 

*V the, poor Addina ?'* 

" Both ! both !" anfwered Godolphin, 
fobbing, and feating himfelf by hen He 
thi-ew his arms round her, and her pale 
cheek refted on his bofom, while her eyes 
were fixed on his face.. 

" Stay!" exclaimed (he, after a moment 
tary paifre,and difengaging heffelf fuddenly 
fr:om him?—** Stay ! I have yet another 
*' queftion, if I dared afk it ! Do you know^ 
y all ? ^nd have you no blood to anfwer 
** for, on my account? Will you affure 
** me you will not feek it ?" 

** For mercy's fake ! " faid Mrs. Stafford^. 
*' fatisfy her, Mr.' Godolphin— fat isfy her 
^^ at once — you fee to what is owing this 
^^ alienation of her reafon.*^ 

^* No," reaflumed the afflifted Adelina, 
*^ you need not anfwer me ; I fee you can- 
<« not — will not forgive — — .'* 

^' Name him not, Adelina L" fternly and 
quickly anfwered he— '^* my foul recoils at 

'' his 
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** his idea ! J cannot, I will not promife 
"anything!" 

At this period, Emmeline, who was un- 
willing to truft the fervants in fuch a 
moment, entered with the infant of Lady 
iVdelina fleeping in her arms. 

" Seer^ faid Mrs, Stafford, '' a little 
^^ unfortunate creature, whofe innocence 
" muft furely plead forcibly to you ! He 
*^ comes to join our intreaties to you to 
*^ fpare his mother r* 

Emmeline laid the infant in the lap of 
Lady Adelina, who was yet unable to Ihed 
a tear. Godolphiij beheld it with mingled 
horror and pity ; but the latter fentiment, 
feemed to predominate ; and Emmeline, 
whofe voice was calculated to go to the 
heart, began to try it*s influence, and ini-. 
ploring him to be calm^ and ^ to. prom^fc? 
his filler an eternal oblivion of the paft, (he. 
urged every argument thatfhould convince, 
hio^ of it's neceflity, and every motive 
that could aflfeft his reafon or his com-, 
p^ffion. 

He gazed on her with reverence and ad- 
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mir^on while fhe^ fpoke^ and feemed 
gf ^atly affefted by wharftie fakl. Animated 
by the hope of fuceefs^ her eyes wot light- 
ened up ^ith new brilliancy, and her glow- 
ing cheeks and expreflive features became 
more than ever attraAive, A convulfive 
Jaugh from Lady Adelina interrupted her* 
and again drew the attention of Godolphin 
entirely to his fiftcr. Emmeline, who faw 
her rcafon again forfaking her>-took the 
fleeping baby from her lap. She had 
hardly done fo^ before trying to rife from> 
her chair, (he fhridced aloud— fear again the 
image of Fitz-Edward dying by die haiKt 
cf her Iwother was before her, 

*' See P^ cried ftic, ^ fee! there be lies !— 
♦* he is already expiring^ yet William for- 
^ gives him not I What ? wo^d jow ftrike 
^* him again now,, while he is dying?-— 
^ Go I; cruel, cruel brother !" attempting 
to put Godolphin from her— -^^ Go !-*- 
^' Oh ! touch me aot with thofc pottuted 
**^ hinds,, diey ate ft«ine(i witih humane 
•^ blood {*' A convulfive Ihudder and a 
deep fi^ fecmcd to. cxhauft all her re- 
maining 
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maki^ ftrengdi^ ^ (be feU back m hes 
chsdr^ pafe and £imt ; and with fixed un^^ 
Qieailmg ejres appeared no longer confciosia 
er^ of the terrors which purfued her. 

But the look of miferable anguilh which 
her feattarei wore> the wild itnpcMt erf* her 
Words, aad the fight of the unfortunate 
child, who feemed bc»ii only to^ £hare her 
wrctchednefs, could not long be beheld 
unmoved by a heart like Qodolphin'^ 
which poffeffed all that tendernefs that diiE- 
tinguifhes the truly brave. Again he threw 
his arms round his fifter^ and £>bbingv 
faid — • 

*^ Hear nie> Adelina — hear me and be 
^^ tranquil t I will spromife to be guided 
*^ by your excellent firiends-^I will do 
*' nothing that feall give pain to diem car 
" to your* 

*^ Thank God r'excfcdnied Rnme&ie^ 
^^ thai you at laft hear reafon !' RendMsnbd: 
^ this proKflife is giveil to us alU'* 

^^ h ife/' anfwered Godolphiu j ^ bi* 
*^ try to naftke poor Addir^tfenfible of it/** 
She no linger uaderftood any thi&g; but 
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with her eyes (hut, and her hands clafped in 
each other, was at leafl quiet, 
^ *' I cannot bear it}'* continued Godol- 
phin-r— ^* I muft go for a few moments to 
•* recover myfe.lf I" He then left the room, 
defiring EmmeKne to comfort and compofe 
his Cfter, who jtpon afterwards afked haftily 
what- was become of him ? 
: Ernmeline, pleafed tp find (he had a clear 
recolleftion of his having been with her^ 
iiowtold her that he had moft folemnly 
aflur<?d them he would think ^o more of 
feekingFitz-Edward on account of this un- 
happy affair. As (lie feemed ftill, in fearful 
apprehenfion^ to doubt the reality of this 
promifcj Qodolphin, who was only in th« 
next room with Mr?. Stafford^ retmned, and 
affure4 her of his pity, his forbearance and 
his forgivenefs^ 

Afteijfgti)^, farther efforts on the part of 
Emmelinft aiid proteftatipns on that of 
Godolphin, tears, which had been long de^ 
Bied-tO;L4dy Adeiina^ c,^ie to her relief. 
Sb^ we^t, I caie^Ted her iplant, and bleflfed 
^4 thani^ed I^ter brother and her friends^ 

Whea 
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When capable of recoUeftion, fhe knew 
that towards thofe whom he had once par- 
doned, he was incapable of reproach or 
imkindnefs ; and lier mind, eafed of the 
fears which had fo long harrafled it, feemcd 
to be recovbring it's tone. Still, however, 
the fenfe of her own incurable unhappinefs, 
her own irretrievabte iinworthinefs, and the 
difgrace of having fuilied the honour ofiier 
family, and given pain to fuch a brother, 
overwhelmed her with grief anci confufipn ; 
while her reafon, as it at intervals returned, 
ferved only to ftiew her the abyfs into which 
fhe had fallen; and fhe fometimes even 
regretted thofe hoursof forgetflilnefs, when 
fhe poflefied not the power of fleady re- 
f^edtion, and when the fad reality was ob- 
literated by wild and imaginaiy horrors. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



SOME few days clapfed before there 
was any great akeration for the better 
in Lady AdeUna. ^t the inceflaut atten* 
tionof her friends, the foothmg pity of her 
brother, -and the ikill of her phyficiani 
flowly conquered the lurking fever which 
had fo long hung about her> and her intel- 
lects, tho' ftill difbrdercd at times, were 
more coilefted, aad gavereafon to hope 
that (he would foon entirely recover* 

Jn the mean time Captain Godolphih 
conununicated to Mrs. Sta^rd the refolu-^ 
tion he had taken about his filler* He 
faid that (he (hould renounce for ever all 
claim on the Trelawny eftate, except only 
the ftipend fettled on her as a confideration 
for the fortune Ihe was ta receive at the 
death of the dowager Lady Wefthaven, 
and which was only three hundred a year ; 
a fum which he thought made her but a 

paltry 
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paltry ami inadequate compenfation for 
having pafled two years in the fociety of 
fuch a man as Trelawny* 

He added, that he had a houfe in the 
Ifle of Wight, (almoft: 41 the patrimony 
his father had been able to give him^) 
where, as his^ (Hip was now out of commiA 
lion, he propofed rcfiding himfelf; and "* 
whither he (hould infift upon Lady Ade- 
lina's retiring, without any future attempt 
to foe or correfpond with Fitz^Edward* 

As to the child^ he aiked if Mrs. Staf^ 
ford would have the goodncfs to fee that 
it was tak€;n care of at (bme cottage in her 
neighbourhood, 'till he could adjuft mat* 
ters with the Trelawny family, and put an 
end to all UK>fe fears which might tempt 
them to enquire into it's birth ; after which 
he faid he would take it to his own houfe, 
and call it a fon of his own ; a precaution 
that would throw an obfcunty ov^r the 
truth which would hardly ever be re«- 
moved, when none were particularly in* 
cerefted to remove it, 

Thefe defigns he defired Mrs, Stafford 
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to communicate to Lady Adelina; and a> 
Ihe was obliged to return home in two days^ 
flie took the earlieft opportunity of doing 
fo- 

To the conditions her brother offered^ 
Lady Adelina thought herfelf moft happy 
to confent. The Uttle boy wa$ immediately 
baptized by the name of William Godol* 
phin, and his unfortunate mother now began 
to flatter herfelf that hqp difaftrous hiftory 
might be concealed even from her elder 
brother, Lord Wefthaven ; of whofe indig- 
nation and refen^ment (he had ever the moft 
alarming apprehenfions. But while the 
hope of efcaping them^by her brother Wil* 
liam's generous conipaflion, gave to her 
heavy forrows; fome alleviation, they were 
renewed with' extreme poignancy by the 
approaching feparation from her ineftimablc 
friends* Mrs. Stafford could no longer 
delay her return to her family ; and Emme* 
line, who now faw Lady Adelina out of 
danger and in the protedion of her brother, 
was defirous of accompanying her back to 
Woodfield. 

Lady 
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Lady Addina Ineffeftually tried to bear 
this early departure with fome degtee of 
■fortitude and refolutiofi. Nor was it her 
heart alone that felt defolate and unhappy 
-at it's approach.-^lliat of her brother, had 
received an imprefGon from the mental and 
pcrfonal perfeftions of Emmelinc, which 
being at firft deep, had foon become inde- 

' "lible; and ignorant of her engagement, he 
had indulged it till he found it no longer 
poffible for him to forbear making her the 
firft objcft of his life, and that the value 
of his exillence depended ^wholly on 
her. 

' Emmeline was yet quite unconfcious c$ 
this : but Mrs. Stafford had feen it alfnoll 

~from the firil moment of her feeing Godol- 
phin. In; their frequent converfation, (he 
obferved that the very name of Emmeline 
had the power of fafcination ; that he was 
never weary of hearing her praifes ; and 
that whenever he thought himfelf unob*- 
ferved, his eyes were in purfuit of her ; or 
fondly gazing on her face, he feemed to 
Vol. ILL H ddat 
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drink deep draughts of intoxicating paf- 
fion^ 

Mrs. Stafford, who knew how ardent and 
how fatal a love fuch excellence of perfon 
and underftanding might produce in a 
heart fufceptible of all their power, was 
alarmed for the happinefs of this amid.ble 
man ; and with regret faw him nourilhing 
an affeftion which fhe thought muft be en- 
tirely hbpelefs, 

Thefe apprebenfions, every hour's obfer- 
vation encreafed. Yet Mrs. Stafford deter- 
mined not to communicate them to Em- 
meline ; but to put an end to the flattering 
delufion which led on Godolphin to in- 
dulge his paffion, by telling him, as foon 
as poflible, of the engagement Emmeline 
had formed with Mr. Delamere. 

Accident foon fiirnifhed her with an op- 
portunity. While they were all fitting to- 
gether after dinner, a packet of letters was 
brought in, and among others which were 
forwarded to Mrs. Stafford from Wood- 
iield, was one for Emmeline. 

Mrs. Stafford 
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Mrs, StaiFord gave it to her, faying— 
** From France, by the poft-mark ?*' 

Emmeline repUed that it was. She 
changed colour as (he opened it. 

** FromMr.Delam^^e?'' enquired Mrs. 
Stafford. 

^^ No/* anfv^^red (he, '* it is from Lady 
*' Wefthaven. Your brodier and her 
*' Ladyfhip are well," continued (he, ad- 
drefling herfelf to Mr. Godolphin, ** and 
*^ are at Paris, where they propoie (laying 
** 'till Lady Montreville and Mifs Dela- 
*' mere join them as they come to Eng- 
'' land.'* 

*' And when are they expefted ? " faid 
Godolphinv 

" In about a month/' replied Emmeline. 
" But Lord and Lady Wefthaven do not 
** propofe to return till next fpring— they 
** only pafs a few days all together at 
*« Paris/' 

^ And where is Mr. Delamere wander- 
" ing to ?'' (ignificantly and fmilingly afked 
Mrs.. Stafford. 

^* Lady Wgfthaven fays only," anfwered 



Einmelinc, bluftiiftg and cafting down Tier 
eyes, *' that he has left Lady Pvlontrevilfe, 
•^ ^nd is, they believe, gone to Geneva/' 

^* However,*' reaffumed Mrs. Stafford, 
^* we (hall undoubtedly fee him in England 
^ in March-" 

Emmdine, in ftill greater ^mbarraflmSnt, 
anfwered two or three odiet* qucftions-which 
Godolphin afkcd her about his brodier, and 
foon after left the room, 

Godolphin, who faw there was fomedang 
xdative to Itelamore with which he was un- 
acquainted, bad a conftifed idea imme- 
diately occur to him of his attachmenr: 
land the pa;in it gave him was fo acufe, that 
he wifhed at once to know whether it was 
well founded. 

*' Why dbes Mr, Delamere certainlyTC- 
^* turn in March?" faid he, addreffing 
hlmfelf to Mrs. Stafford, ^^ rather ^ati 
^^ with his mother ?" 

" To fulfil his engagement,'* gravely 
'^txd coldly replied Ihe, 

** Of what nature is it ?" aflced he. 

Mrs, Stafford then related the hiftory of 

Delamere's 
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Delanaei*e*s iongand violfent paflionfor Em- 
meliais ; and tl>e reliidant c<>nfdiit he bad^ 
wrung from Lc^d aad Lady Montreville,; 
together with the promife obtained from» 
Mifs Mowbray. 

While Mxs. St-afford was maJking this 
rwital, (hcfaw,, by the variations of GodoW 
phin's c(nimenance> that Ibe had tog truly 
gueC^d th^ ftate of his heart, Expreffiye 
as. hJfl^ features were, it was noc in his power 
to conceal wha$ he felt in. being conyinced: 
that he had itrecoverably frxcd his afledion*^ 
ona wonaaa who waa the deftited wife of 
anothen And awaking from, the foft y ifiottS; 
which Hope had offered, to certain defpon- 
dence, he found himfelf tDO cruelly hurt to 
be able to continue the converfation, and 
after a few faikit efforts, which only betrayed^ 
his internal anguifli, he hurried away* . i 

Such, however,, was the opinion Mrs. 
Stafford conceived of his honpur and his. 
underflanding, that (hie had no apprehenfion 
tiiat he would attempt imparting to the 
licart of Emmeline any portion of that pain, 
with which his own was pcnmrattwi ; and 

H 3 ^^ 
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fhe hoped that ablence and refleilion, to- 
gether with the conviftion of it's being 
hopelefs, would conquer this infant paffion 
before it could gather ftrength wholly to 
ruin his repofe. 

She was glad that their departure was fo 
iiear; and*haftened it as much as poffible. 
The fhort interval was pafled in mournful 
filence on the part of Godolphin: — on that 
of Lady Adelina, in tears and regret ; while 
Emmeline, who was herfelf fenfible of great 
pain in the approaching parting, ftruggled 
to appear chearful ; and Mrs, Stafford at- 
tempted, tho' without much fuccefs, to re- 
concile them all to a feparation which was 
become as necelTary as it was inevitable. 

At length the hired coach in which they 
were to return to'Woodfield was at the 
door. 

Lady Adelina, unable to fpeak to either 
ef them, brought her little boy in her arms, 
and paffionately kiffing him, gave him mto 
thofe of Emmeline. Then taking a hand of 
each of her friends^ fhe. preffed them to her 
throbbing hpart, and haflened to conceal 

die 
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the violence of her forrow in her own 
room. . 

Godolphin approached to take leave. 
He kifled the hand of Mrs. Stafford, and 
inarticulately exprefled his thanks for her 
goodnefs to his filler. 

'^ 1 know," continued he, ^^ I need 
*^ not recommend to you this poor infant : 
^' the fame generofity which prompted you 
*' to fave his mother, will effedtually plead 
** for him, and feeurc for him your pro- 
^^ teftion *till I can take him to that of his 
" own-family. And you, Mifs Mowbray,*'^ 
faid he, turning to Emmeline and taking 
her hand — ^' moft amiable, lovelieft of 
" human creatures ! where fliall I find 
*< words to thank you as 1 ought?" 

His emotion was too great for utterance. 
Emmeline felt it but too fenfibly ; and 
haftehing into the coach to hide how much 
flae was herfelf affefted, (he could only 
fay— 

" All happinefs attend you, Sir I Re- 
** mind Lady Adelinaof my hopes of foon. 
^^ hisaring from her." 

H 4 M\:^.S^^S&Ji^ 
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Mrs. Stafford being then feated, a^d the 
fervant who had been hired to attend the 
infant following her, the coach drove firom 
the door. Godolphin purfucd it with his 
eyes to the end of the ftreet ; and then, as ' 
if deprived of all that made life defirable^ 
he gave himfelf up to languor and defpon- 
dence, afraid of examining his own heart, 
Icaft liis reafon (ho]ald condemn an incli- 
nation, which however hopelefs he could , 
not refolve to conquer. 

But while he fotmd cliarms in the indul- 
gence of his unhappy love, he determined 
never to difturb the peace of it's objeft. 
Fut rath^ to fuffer in filence, than to give 
pain to a heart fo generous and fenfible as 
her's, nlerely for the melancholy plea- 
furc of knowing that fhe pitied him. 

As foon as Lady Adelina could bear the 
journey, they departed together to his houfe 
in the lile of Wight ; where he left her, and 
went in fearch of Mrs. Bancraft, the fifter 
of Trelawny, of whom he enquired where 
Trelawny himfelf might be found. 

This wom,an, apprehenfive that he medi- 
tated 
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ttttcd a rcGonciliation between her brother 
stid his wife, which it was fo much her 
mtereft to prevent, refufed for fome time 
m give him^ the information be d^fh-ed. 
Haviiirg however .at lemgth .convinced her 
diat he. had no wiJSi to renew a union which 
had been produfti ve only of miiiery to his 
fiiberyfhe ix>ld him that IVfr. Trdawny wafi 
returned to England, and hved at a houfe 
Kiral in the name of Iier buiband, a fei^ 
miles from London. . . 

There Godolphin foughrhim ; and found 
ihe unhappy man funk into a ftate of per- 
petual and unconfcious intoxication ; in 
tjfhidi Bancraft, thehufband erf" his fifter, 
encouraged him, forefeeing that it muft 
foon end inJiis fon's being poffeffed of an 
income, to which the m^aAnefs of his own 
origin,, and former condition, made him. 
look forward with anxious avidity. 

It was difficult to make Trelawny, fink- 
ing into ideotifm, comprehend either who 
Godolphin was, or the purport of his bufi- 
nefs. . But Bancraft^ more alive to his awn • 
iatereft, prefentlj^^ underftxiod, that^n.con- 

H 5 <ix^iss^' 
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ditipn of his entering iiilo bonds of repara- 
tion. Lady Adelina would relinquifti the 
greater part of her claim on the Trelawny 
eftate ; and he undertook to have the deeds 
figned as foon as it could be drawn up. In 
a few days therefore Godolphin fawTre- 
lawny's part of them compleated ; and re- 
••med to Lady Adelina, fatisfied in having 
rekafed her from an engagement, which, 
fince he had feen Trelawny, had rendered 
ter in his eyes an objeft of tenderer pity ; 
and in having acquitted himfelf according 
to his ftria fenfe of honour, by caufing her 
to relinquifh all the advantages Trelawny 's 
fortune offered, except thofe to whicbihe' 
, had an abfolute right. 

This affair being adjulfed, he again re* 
figned himfelf to the.mournful but pleafing 
contemplations whieb had: occupied him 
ever fince he had heard of Emmeline*s en-^ 
gagement. While Lady Adelina, whofe- 
intellects were now reftored, but who was 
loft in profblmd melancholy, faw too evi- 
dendy the flate of her brother's heart ; and 

could not but lament that hiis tendemef^ 

for 
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for her had been the means of involving him- 
in a paffion, which the great merit of it's 
objeft, and his own fenfibility, convinced: 
her miift be incurable; 

The letters of Emmeline were the only 
confolation (he was capable of receiving.- 
They gave her favourable accounts of her- 
child, and of the continued affedtion- of 
her ineftimable friends* Whenever one of 
thefe letters was brought, Godolphin ea- 
gerly watched her while (he was reading 
it; and then,, faultering and impatient,, 
a/ked if all- were- well ? and if Mr. Dela- 
mere was yet returned ? She fometimes : 
^ve him the letters to perufe ; after which 
he generally fell into long abfence, broken 
only by deep drawn; and involuntary 
fighs — Symptoms which Lady Adelinav 
knew too well to doubt of the caufe. 

In the mean time Mrs. Stafford and 
. EnimeUne vilited every day their inno- 
cent charge, who paffed for the child of 
. one of Emmeline*s friends gone to the 
Weft Indies. Emmeline infenfibly grew 
(q- fond of him, that. Ihe was uneafy if' 

H 6 aavj 
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any accident; prevented her daily vifit; 
and her friend fometimes laughingly re- 
proached her with the robbery little Wil- 
liam committed on her time. 

When they were alone, their converfa- 
tion frequently turned on Lady Adclina 
and her brother. The fubjedt, tho' me- 
lancholyj was ever a favourite with them 
both; and perhaps the more fo bccaiife 
it led them to moumftil refle(9ions«— for 
Mrs. Stafford was unhappy, and Emme- 
line was not gay ; nor were her ipirits 
greatly heightened by finding that in 
fpite of herfelf fhe thought as much of the 
brother as the fifter, and with a degree of 
foftnefs and complacenfcy which could 
not be favourable to her happinefs. 

When fhe firft difcovered in Godolphin 
thofe admirable^ qualities of heart and un- 
derftaiiding which he fo enunently pof- 
fefled, fhe aiked herfelf whether fhe might 
indulge the admiration they excited with- 
ovit prejudice to him whom fhe confidered 
as her huflband? And ftie fancied that 
11^ might fafely give him tlut ifleem, 

which 
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which his tendemefs to his unhappy lif- 
ter, Ahe foftnefs of his maainers, the ele- 
gance of his mind,, and the generofity of 
his hearty cotild hardly fiiil of extorting 
from the moft indifferent obferver. 

But infenfibly his idea obtruded itfelf 
alarmingly on her imagination ; and (he 
determined to attempt to forget him, and 
no longer to allow any partiality to rob 
Deiamcre of that pure and fincere attach- 
ment with which he would expeft her to 
meet him at the altar. It was now long 
fincc (he had heard from him ; bu^fhe ac- 
counted for it by fuppofing that he was 
rambling about, and' (he knew that letters* 
were frequently loft. 

It was at this time fomething more than 
two years fince they had firft met^t-Mow-^ 
bray Caftle, and in a few weeks Dela- 
mere would complete his twenty-firft 
year—- a period to' which Lord-' Montre- 
ville had long looked forward with anxious^ 
folicitude. And now he could not but 
think with bitternefs that hi^ fon woukt 
not be prefent to 'ammate iht. joy of his 
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dependants j^ at this period. But was kep^ 
in another country, in the vain hope of 
extinguifliing a paffioa which, could noti 
be indulged without rendering abortive all 
the ^ins. his Lordfhip had taken to. 
reftore his family to the eminent rank it 
had formerly borne in his country. 

To Sir Richard Grofts,. his fons had 
communicated the fuccefs of thofe plans^ 
hy which they had fown, in the irritable* 
mind of Dclamere, jealoufy and miftrufli 
of Emmeline-; and. he^ failed not to aniw 
mate and encourage their endeavours, ' 
while he ufed his power over the mind of- 
Lord Montreville to limit the bounty^ 
and leflen the afFeftion his Lordfhip was. 
difpofed to (hew hex as the daughter, ctf 
his brother. , 

She received- regularly her quarterly' 
payment, but (he received no more ; andc 
ijiftead of hearing, on thofe occafions, 
from Lord Montreville himfelf,. Ibe had^ 
twice only a methodical^ letter from^ 
Maddox, the London fteward. 

This plight, however,, be merely, accir- 

dental ; 
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dental ; and Emmeline was far from fup- 
poling that her uncle was eftranged from 
her ; nor could fhe guefs that the malice 
of Mrs. Afhwood, and the artifices of the 
Crofts,' had occafioned that eftrangement. 

Lord Montreville rather connived at 
than participated in their ungenerous pro- 
ceedings ; and as if fearful of trufting his 
own ideas of integrity with a plan which 
fo evidently militated againft them, he 
was determined to take advantage of their 
endeavours, without enquiring too mi- 
nutely into their juftice or candour. Sir- 
Richard had aflured him that Mr. Dela- 
mere was in a great meafure weaned from* 
his attachment ; and that Mr. Crofts was^ 
almofl furc, that if tteir meeting could 
be prevented for a few months longer^ 
there would ht nothing more to fear firora. 
this long and unfortunate prepoflefEon. 

Crofts himfelf^ who had at length tora 
himfelf from his bcide to pave the way 
for his being i:eceived by her family as 
her hufcand, foon appeared, and confirmed 

aU 
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all this. He told Lord Montreville tliafe 
Delamere htwi concaved fufpidons of Em-- 
ixieline's conduct, tho' he knew not fromi 
what caufe, thai had at firft; excited the 
ipoft ufkeafy jjcaloufy,. but which had at 
length fubfided wkfe his love; that he had; 
regained hia fpiritfe; and, when he left his 
mother and fifter, fecmed refohred ta^ 
make a vigorous effort to expel from his 
mind a pafiion he was afliamed of having- 
fi) long indulged. 

. In faying all this, Cifofts rather attended': 
to what his Lordfliip wiflied to hear, thanti 
to what was really the truth. He knew/ 
tb^ a meeting between Dclamere and- 
EiwneUne would probably at once.cxplaini . 
aU the unwOTthy artifices . which had beeai 
vfcd to divide them, and raider thofe 
artifices abortive. He therefore told Lord 
Montreville, that to prevent alt probability^ 
rfa.rdapfe, it would be advifeable.to re-* 
move Emmeline to fome place where Ete- 
lamere could not meet her : and his Lord- 
£hip» for^tting at once all the obligadoni^ 

hie. 
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he owed Emmeline, thought only of fol- 
lowing this advice. 

Embarraffed, however, himfclf with pub- 
lic bufinefs, he was unable to give to thefe 
donxeftic "politics all the attention which 
they demanded. He threw himfelf more 
than ever into the power of the Crofts*, to 
whofe poUcy he left it to contrive the 
means, between the months of November 
and March, of raifing an invincible bar- 
rier between his fon and his niece. 

Tho* Dclamere'^ being of age cncrcafcd 
the difEcultics of this undertaldng. Crofts 
having no fciuples aboift the methods he 
was to purfue, had no doubt of accom- 
piifliinghis end; and to ftimulate his en- 
deavours, he needed only the particular 
^vantages which would accrue to himfelf 
from the pardon and reception which he 
hoped to obtain from Lord Montreville 
and his family. 

Every pngine therefore that ambition, 
avarice, malice and cunning could em-. ^ 
ploy, was now put in motion againft the cha-. 
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rafter and the peace of the unprotefted 
and unfufpicious Emmeline. 

In confcious innocence and unfuUied 
purity, (he dreamed not that (he had an 
enemy on earth ; for of Mrs. A(hwood,. 
now Mrs. James Crofts, (lie only remem- 
bered that (he had once been obliged ta 
her. The little malicious envy which had 
given her fome pain at the time it was 
(hewn, (he now no longer recoiled cd ; 
and tho' (he always continued to diflike 
James Crofts, yet his impertinence (he had 
forgiven, and had written in the ufual- 
form to congratulate them both on their 
marriage. 

Of Delamere, ihe heard nothing ; but 
imputing his filence to his frequent change 
of place, (lie conceived no anger againft 
him on that account; and dill felt her- 
felf bound to keep from her mind as 
much as pofTible the lAtrufive image of 
Qodolphis. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER VU. 



WHATEVER refolution Emmelinc 
might form to drive from her 
heart thofe dangerous partialities which 
would be fatal to her repofe, (he found it 
impoflible to be accomplifhed while Lady 
Adelina*s frequent letters fpoke only of the 
generous tcndernefs and excellent qualities 
of her brother. Of what elfe, indeed, could 
(he fpeak, in a folitude where his goodnefs 
made all her confolation and his converfa- 
tion all her pleafure ; where he dedicated 
to her all his time, and thought of pro- 
curing for her every alleviation to her re- 
tirement which books and domeftic amufe- 
ments afforded. While he taught her ftill 
to refpeft herfelf; and by his unwearied 
friendlhip convincing her that fhe had ftill 
much to lofe, made her life receive in her 
own eyes a value it would otherwife have 
loft ; and prevented her relapfing into that 
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unhappy felf-condemnation which makes 
the fufFerer carelefs of the future. He 
thought, that fituated as fhe was, folitude 
was her only choice ; but to render it as 
happy as her circumftances allowed, was 
his continual care. And tho*" oppreffive 
forraw ftill lay heavy on heart ; tho' it .ftill 
ached with tendernefs and regret towards^ 
an object whom (lie bad jfworh to think of, 
to fpeak of no more; her gratitiude and af- 
fc6tion tQwaida her brother were as lively 
aft if it's acute fedioga had: never felt thc: 
benunabing hand of despair?. 

In the totaL fequeftration from the world, 
in which flbfi lived, {he had no other topic 
to dwell upoa than her brother, and ftie 
gave it all it's force. Perfeftly acquainted, 
however > with Emniieline's engagements, 
fhe never ventured to mention the paflSon 
which Qae was too well, affurcd' Godolphia. 
f^lt ; but (he ftill, aimoft. unkndwa to her-^ 
felf, cheri(hed a lurking liope that her con^ 
neftion with Delamere might be diflblved,; 
ajid dmther lovely friend was deflaned. to. 
bk& her beloved brother*, 

Tlus^ 
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This diftaat hope was warm enough to 
animate her pen in his praife ; and Emme'- 
iinc, tho' every letter fhe received made on 
her mind a deeper imprcffion of the merit 
of Godolphin, yet found fuch painful plea^ 
(ure in reading them^ that (he was uuhappf 
if at the ufual periods they did not regularly 
.arrive. 

She tried to periuade herfelf, thtt the 
Iktisfaftion ftie felt in reading thefe letters 
urofe purely from the delight natural to 
every uncorrupted mind in comemplating 
a charafter honourable to hunaan nature, 
fiat lacaiftomed to examine narrowly her 
own heart, (he could not long impofe upon 
herfelf; and notwithftanding all her en- 
deavoxirs to ftifle it, 'ftill found the idea of 
Godolphin mixing itfelf with all her 
thoughts, and emtittering the profpeft of 
her certain marriage with Dekmere. 

m 

In the anfwers Emmeline gave her friend, 
(he related whatever (he thought likely to 
amufe the fair reclufe ; g^ve a regular ac- 
count of her little charge; but avoided 

pundi- 
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pundUioufly the leaft mention of Fitz-Ed- 
ward* 

Fitz-Edward had received from Mrs. 
Stafford an account of all that had pafled 
at Bath, except the pains which had been 
taken to prevent any meeting between him 
and Godolphin. But notwithftanding her 
cautious lilence on that head, Fitz-Edward, 
who knew Godolphin well, could hardly 
be perfuaded not to infift on his taking his 
<:hance of depriving him of a life which he 
faid he had deferved to lofe ; and could 
little brook being fuppofed to hold it on 
courtefy. Nothing but his confideration for 
the unhappy Lady Adelina prevented his, 
purfuing the fanguinary projefts that agi- 
tated his mind. To her peace he owed it 
to conquer them; and while he was "yet 
ftruggling againft that fenfe of honour 
which . impelled him to give Godolphin 
imaginary reparation, by allowing him an 
opportunity of putting an end to his ex- 
iftence or loling his own, his brother. Lord 
Clancarryl, wrote to defire his attendance in 
Ireland on fome family bufinefs of im- 
portance; 
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portance ; a fummons, which after fome 
l^cfitation, Mrs, Stafford and Mifs Mowbray 
prevailed with him to obey. 

Before he went, his eager and affedting 
entreaties prevailed on Mrs. Stafford to let 
him fee his fon, whom he embraced with an 
ardour of affe<5tion of which the fair friends 
believed fo gay and fafhionable a man in- 
capable^ 

The errors of Fitz-Edward, however, 
were not thofe of the heart. Among the 
diffipation of fafhion and the indulgences 
of libertinifm, his heart was ftill fenfible, 
and his integrity retrievable. He fek, 
therefore, with great keennefs, the injury 
he had done Lady Adelina ; and defirous 
. of making all the reparation he could to 
the infant, he again placed in die hands of 
Emmeline, a will by which he made it his 
heir and recommended it to the prote6tion 
ofGodolphin, whom he befo\jght to con- 
fider as his nephew, the fon of a man whom 
he had once loved, and who had dearly 
paid for having forfeited all claim to his 
friendlhip.. When he was departed, no- 
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thing fcemed likely to iftterrvipt the tran- 
quiUity of Emraeline but her encreafing 
apprehenfions for Mrs. Stafford and her 
children^ The derangement of Stafford's 
afiairs, and his wife^s unavailing efforts to 
ward off the ruin which he feemed obfti- 
nately bent on incurring, were ^very day 
more vifible. While his capricious and 
unreafonable temper, and a ftrange opinion 
/of his own fagacity, which would nerer al- 
low him to own himfdf in the wrong, made 
him feek to load his wife with the blame 
of thofe naisfortunes which he had volunta- 
lily fought, and now as obdurately refufed 
to avoid while it was yet in his power. 

Mrs. Stafford, who faw too plainly that 
die. delbiiftion of their fortune which fhe 
had fo long dreaded was now with hafly 
ftrides advancing, yet endeavoured to con- 
vince him of his infatuation; but he ftill 
improved his houfe and garden, ftill 
fchernfed away all t}i« money he could 
raifeor gain credit for, and ftill repaid with 
rudenefs and infult her anxious folicitude to 
(ave him. 
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In Emmeline, (he ever found pity and 
tendernefs ; bijt pity and tendemefs was all 
Ihe had to beftow. The affairs of Stafford 
required intereft and money j and Emme- 
line could command neither^* Lord Mon>- 
txeville now took no othet'iiotice of her, 
than to remit her quarterly flapend by the 
iiands of his fteward ; and tho' he had prOf 
mifed to double it, that promife ytt re** 
tnained unfulfilled. 

It was at this timte near the end of No*^ 
Vember, and the mornings were told and 
gloomy. But Emmeline, however delin- 
eate in her frame, had a conftitution Which 
Ijad not, by early and falfe indulgencies, 
been unfitted for the duties of life : and 
to perfonal inconvenience (he was always 
indifferent when the fervice of thofe ihe 
loved engaged her to brave fatigue or cold% 
She therefore ftill continued her morning 
vifit to Woodbury Foreft, Where (he gene- 
rally paft an hour with little William ; and 
in his improving features and interefting 
fmiles loved to trace his refemblanee to his 
mother. Lady Adelina Was very like h« 

Vol* III^ I Xsio^^x^ 
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brother, and the little boy was not the lefs 
tenderly carefled for the limilitude (he faw 
to them both. 

The appearance of rain had one morning 
detained her at home later than ufual, She 
went, however, about eleven o'clock, ancj 
was b)ufied in playing with the infant, who 
began now to know her, and was therefore 
more attra6tive> when, while fhe yet held 
him in her arms, fhe heard the woman of 
the houfe, who was in the outward room, 
fuddenly exclaim—" Indeed Sir you can- 
*^ not go in— pray — I beg your honour !" 
There was hardly time for Emmeline to 
feel furprize at this buftle before the door 
opened, and Delamere ftood before her. 
In his countenance was an expreflion com- 
pounded of rage, fierc^nefs and defpair, 
which extorted from Emmeline an involun- 
tary ftiriek ! . Unable to arife, (he remained 
motixjnlefs in her chair, clafping the baby 
to her bofom ; Delamere feemed trying tp 
ftifle his anger in contempt ; vengeance, 
difdain, and pride, were ftruggling for 
fuperiority. While his eyes, fternly turned 

upon 
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upon Emmeline, and fmiling indignantly, 

he exclaimed — " "Till I faw this '* 

inarticulately and tremuloufly he fpoke— 

• ■ * 

^^ Till I faw this, all the evidence they 
*^ brought me was inefficient to care my 
*^ blind attachment. But now — oh! in- 
^^ famy— madnefs — damnation ! It is then 
f' poffible — It is then true ! But what is it 
^* to me ? Torn—- torn for ever from this 
*^ outraged heart — never, never, fhall this 
*^ fight blaft me again !— But what ?" con- 
tinued he, fpeaking with more quicknefs, 
** what ? for Fitz-Edward ! for the infa* 
*' mous plunderer of his friend *s happinefs ! 
^* However, Madam, on you I intrude no 
^^ longer. Oh ! loft — loft — ^wretched I " — 
He could not go on j but in the fpcechlefs 
agony of contending paffions he leaned his 
head againft the frame of the door near 
which he ftood, and gazed wildly on Em- 
meline, who, pale as death, and trembhng- 
like a leaf, ftili fat before him unablp to re- 
call her fcattered fpirits. 

He waited a moment, gafping for breathj! 
and as if he had flill fome feeble ex^e&a.- 

1 % ' iv^^ 
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tion of hearing her fpeak. But the cliild 
-which {he held in her arms was like a 
bafililk to his fight, and made .in his opi- 
nion all vindication impoffible. Again con* 
viftion a^ppeared to drive him to defpcra- 
tion ; and looking in a frantic manner romnd 
the room, as if entirely bereift of reafon, he 
daftied his hands furioufly againft his head, 
and running, or rather flying out of the 
houfe, he immediately difappeared. 

In terror and aflonifliment, Emmeline 
remained immoveable and fpeeclilefs. ShQ 
almoft doubted whether this was any other 
than a fearful dream, ^till the woman of the 
houfe, and the maid who attended on the 
child, ran into the room frightened—^ 
^^ Lord, Madam," xried the woman^ 
** what is the matter with the young gen- 
" tleman?" 

^^ I know not,*' anfwercd Emmeline, 
faintly — " I know not where he is now ?** 

*' He's run away into the wood again 
*' like any mad,'* anfwered the woman. 

* ^ And from whence,'* enquired Emme- 
line, ** did he come ?" 

" Whv, 



<r 
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Why, Mks,*^faid Ihe, '^ I was a going 
^* out crofs our gaFden to fcing out my 
'^ deaths ; fo up a comes to the hedger 
^^ fide, an a lays— Good woman, pray bc^nt 
^^ here a lady here as comes from Wood- 
^ field', one Mifs Mowbray ?— I thought 
^* how he looked oddifh as 't^^ere about 
^ the eyes ; but howfever thinking no 
^* harm, I fays yes. So he runs up to the 
^ door, and I called to un to fay as Vd 
^ come in and let you know; but before I 
** could get thro* the wicket, whiik he was 
^* in the kkchen; then I tried agin to flop 
*• un, but i were as good try to ftop tha 
" wind.'' 

The agitation and uneafinefs of Emme- 
Bne encreafed rather than fubfided. She 
looked fo pale, and fo difficultly drew her 
breath, that the women were alarmed leafl. 
Ibe fbould faint : and one of them per- 
fiiaded her tofwallow fomething, while the 
other ran out to fee if the perfoti who had 
fo terrified lier was yet in light. Exit no 
traces of him were vifible ; and after a few 

Hvpments, Emmeline recalling her prefence 

I 3 <:iSi 
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of rmndy and feeling proudly confcioiis of 
her own innocence and integrity, recovered 
in fome degree her fpirits and refolution. 

That Delamere (hould be in England 
did not greatly aftonifti tho'it grieved her; 
but that he fhould have conceived fuch 
flrange fufpicions o£ her and Fitz-Edward,' 
equally furpri zed and diflxefled her; fince^ 
had (he an opportunity of undeceiving him, 
which he did not feem willing to allow her, 
(he could not relate the truth but by be- 
traying the confidence of her unfortunate 
friend, and embittering the life (he had ran 
fuch hazards to preferve. As foon as (he 
had apparently recovered from the (hock of 
this abrupt intrufion, (he was defirous of 
returning to Woodfield, anxious to know 
if Delamere had been there, or by what 
means he had been enabled to find her at 
the cottage in the foreft. The women, 
who fancied the gentleman they had feen 
was a lunatic who might lay in wait to 
hurt her on her way home, would not fufFer 
her to fet out 'till they had called a wood- 
cutter from the foreft to accompany her. 

Then, 
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Then, flowly and with difficulty, (he re- 
turned home, wiiere (he heard from Mrs. 
Stafford that Deiamere had neither been or 
fent there. This information encreafed her 
wonder and her difquiet. She related to 
Mrs. Stafford the diflxefling interview of 
the morning; and (he fiiaving feen fre- 
quent inftances of thofe exceffes of which 
Deiamere was capable, heard the relation 
with concern and apprehenfion- 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



SOME da:ys were pafled by Emmeline 
in painful conjedures on .what meafures 
Delamere would take, and in uncertainty 
what (he ought to do herfelf^ Sometimes 
ihe thought of writing to Lord Montrevillc ; 
but againft that Mrs. Stafford remonftrated, 
reprefenting, that as fhe was undoubtedly 
the-injured perfon, in having been infulted 
by fufpicions fo unworthy, (he (hould leave 
it wholly to Delamere to difcover and re- 
cant his error; wliich, if he refufed on 
cooler refleftion to do, (he would be for- 
tunate in efcaping from an engagement 
with a man who had fo little command of 
his own temper, fo little reliance on her 
principles, as to be driven on a mere fufpi- 
cion into rudenefs and infult. 
* Greatly mortified at finding it poflible 
for Delamere to think fo injurioufly of her, 
and depreflfed by a thoufand uneafy appre- 

henfions^ 



THE OUrHAN OF THE CASTLE, l^j 

Mcnfions, fhe yielded implicitly to the 
counfel of her friend. But of her coun- 
fel and confolation fhe was now on. the 
point of being deprived : Stafford, wha 
had been fome time in London, fentan ex- 
|>rf fs to fetch his wife thittier a few days 
after the interview between Emmeline and 
Dclamere. His affairs werp now growing 
defperate. James Crofts demanded im- 
mediate payment of a fum of money be- 
longing to his wife that was left her by her 
father,. and which flie had till now fuffered 
to remain in the hands of her brother. 
Stafford had made no provifion to pay it. 
His boundlefs profufion had difJipated all 
the ready money he could command ; and 
this claim of his lifter's, which James Crofts 
feemed determined to urge, would he knew 
be the fignal for every other creditor to be-- 
fet him with demands he liad no means of 
difcharging., • 

Tho' Mrs. Stafford had long tho' vainly 
implored him to flop in his wild career, and 
had reprefented to him all the evils, which 
were now about to overtake him, fhe -could 
not fee their near approach without an ax- 

1 5 *• x^vKS^ 
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tempt again to refcue him. And he was 
acciiflomeci in every difficulty to have re-^ 
courfetoher; tho' while he felt none, he 
fcomed and even refented hep efforts to 
keep them at a diftance. He now fancied 
that her application might prevail on 
James Crofts to drop a fuit he had com- 
menced againft him : (he haftily therefore 
fet out for London ; leaving to Emmeline 
the care of her children, who promifed, by 
the iitmoft attention to them, to obviate 
part of the inconvenience of fuch a jour- 
ney. 

It was unhappily, however, not only in- 
convenient but fruitlefs. Mr, and Mrs, 
James Crofts were inexorable. The fuit 
was tried ; Stafford was caft ; and nothing 
remained for him but either to pay the 
money or to be expofed to the hazard of 
Jofing his property and his liberty. His 
condu6t had fo jiiuch injured hi§ credit^ 
that to borrow it was impoffible. Mrs. 
Stafford attempted therefore to diveft her- 
felf of part of her own fortune to affifi him 
with the money. But her truflees were 

no^ 
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DOt to be moved ; arid nodiing but defpair 
feemed darkening round the head of the 
uflfo^nate Staflford. 

; Mrs* Stafford faw too evidently that to 
be in the power of James Crofts, was ta 
tpuft to avarice,^. meannefs and malignity ; 
and Ihe trembled torefledtthat herhufband 
was now wholly at his mercy. - The addi- 
tional motives he had to ufe that power 
rigoroufly Ihe knew not : fhc was ignorant 
that the bufinefs had fo eagerly been 
puflbed to a crifis, not merely by the avidity 
of James Crofts to poffefs the money, but 
alfo by the direftions of Sir Richard, who 
hoped by this means to drive tlie family 
with whom Emmeline refided to another 
country ; where Delamere might find ac- 
cefs to her fo difficult, that he might never 
have an opportunity of explaining the caufe 
of his eftrangement, or of hearing her vin- 
dication. 

It was now that Mrs. Stafford remem- 
bered the frequent offers of fervice which 
(lie had repeatedly received from Lord 
Montreville ; and to him fhe determined 

I 6 tQ 
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to apply. She hoped that he might be in- 
duced ta infltience tlic Crofts' fomily tor 
give Mr, Stafford time> and to defift front 
the violence and precipitation with which 
they purfued him. She even fancied that 
his LiOrdfliip would be glad of an oppor- 
tunity fo eaiily to realize thofe offers he had 
fo liberally made ; and full of thefe ex- 
peftations, (he prepared to become a foli*- 
citrefs for favours to a ftatefman. She felt 
humbled tmd mortified at the cruel neceffity 
that compelled her to it ; but her children'^ 
intereft conquering her reluftance, flie ad- 
dreffed a letter to Lord Montreville, and 
received a very polite anfwer, in which he 
defired the honour of feeing her at two 
o'clock the following day ; an hour when 
he faid he fliOuld be entirely difengaged. She 
might as well, however, have attended at his 
levee ; for, tho* punftual to the hour when 
he was to be difengaged, (he found two 
room^ adjoining to that where his Lord- 
(hip was occupied by a variety of figures ; 
fome of whofe faces, were faces of negocia- 
tion and equality, but more, whofe expref- 

fion 
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fiba of fearful fufpence marked them for 
thofe of petuioners and dependants. Thofe 
of the former defcriprion were feparately " 
called to an audience ; and each, after a. 
longer or flioFter ftay, retired ; while Mrs. 
Stafford, tho' widi an heart but ill at eafe 
for obfervation^ could not help fancying 
(he difcerned in their looks the fucccfs of' 
their refpeAive treaties. 

As foon as thefe gentlemen were all de- 
parted, Mrs. Stafford, who had already 
waited almoft three hours, was introduced 
iato the fludy,^. where, with many gracious 
bows and fmiling apologies. Lord Mon-r 
treyiile received her. 

Sir Richard Crofts had that morning 
warmly reprefented to his Lordfhip the 
ncceffity of Stafford's going abroad and 
taking Emmeline with them. Lord Mon- 
trcviilc knew tliat Delamere was returned, 
aad was embroiled with Emmeline ; he was, 
therefore eager enough to follow advice 
which appeared fo neceffary , and to pro- 
mote any plan which might prevent a re- 

wal of die attacliment.- He enquired not 
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into the caufe of this eftrangement, fatisfied 
with it's efFeft ; and had fecretly determined 
to give Mrs, Stafford no affiftance in the 
endeavours (he was ufing to keep her far 
mily from difperfion and diftrefs. 

But ftatefman as he was, he could not 
entirely forget that he once felt as other 
men ; and he could not hear, without fome 
emotion, the melancholy defcription that 
Mrs. Stafford gave of the impending ruin 
of her family and all it's fearful confe- 
quences ; which fhe did with fo much clear 
limplicity, yet with fo much proper dignity, 
that he found his refolution fhaken ; and 
recoUefting that be had a confciencej was 
about to afk it by what right he affumed 
the power of rendering an innocent family 
wandering exiles, merely to fave himfelf 
from a fuppofed poflible inconvenience. 

But while every lingering principle of 
goodnefs and generofity was rifing in the 
bofom x)f his Lordfhip to affift the fuit of 
Mrs. Stafford, a fervant entered haflily and 
announced th^-Duke of N— . His Grace 

of 
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of courfe waited not in the anti-room, but 
was immediately introduced. 

Lord Montrevillf then civilly apologifed 
to Mrs. Stafford for being unable to con-^' 
elude the bufinefs ; adding, that if fhc 
would fee Sir Richard Crofts the next day, 
he would take care it (hould be fettled 
to her fatisfadion. She withdrew with a 
heavy heart ; and feeling infinite reludlance 
in the propofed application to Sir Richard 
Crofts, flie employed the whole afternoon 
in attempting to move, in favour of her 
hufband, fome of thofe friends who had 
. formerly profeffed the moft unbounded and 
diiinterefted friendftiip for him and his fa- 
mily. 

Of many of thefe, the doors were fhut 
agamft her; others affc<5ted the utmoft con- 
cern, and lamented that thjir little power 
and Umited fortunes did not allow them to 
affift in repairing the misfortunes they de- 
plored. Some told her how long they had 
forefeen Mr. Stafford's embarraffments, 
and how deftrudlive building, and fchen> 
ing were to a moderate fortune; while 

others 
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etliers made vague proffers of inadequate^ 
fervices, which on farther converfation flie 
found they never intended to perform if 
tmluckily (he had accepted their offers. In 
all, flie faw too plainly that they looked on- 
Mr. Stafford's affairs as defperate ; and in . 
A^ir coldnefs and fludi^ civility, already, 
feh all the mifery and iiK>rtification of re- 
duced circumftances. 

With encreafed anguifh, (he was now 
eompelled to go, on the following day, to . 
Sir Richard Grofts ; whom fhe knew only 
from Emmeline's defcription. 

He alfo, in imitation of bis patron, had- 
his anti-chamber filled with foliciting faces, .. 
She waited not quite fo longj indeed, for 
an audience, but with infinitely lefs^ 
patience. At length, however, fhe was; 
(hewn into the apartment where Sir Richard ; 
tranfafted bufmefs. 

Bloated profperity was in his figurey 
fupercilious fcorn in his eyes. He rofe half 
off his feat, and flightly inclined his head ; 
Dn her entrance* . 

"'Madam,, 
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^* Madam, your fervant— pleafe to fit 
« down/' 

^* I waited on you, Sir Richard, to — '* 

" I beg your pardon, Madam. But as 
^' 1 am perfeftly acquainted, and informed, 
" and aware of the bufinefs, there is no oc- 
*^ cafionor neceflityto give you the trouble 
*^ to repeat, and dwell upon, and explain 
^^ it. It is not, I find, convenient, or 
^* fuitable, or commodious, for Mr.Stafford 
*♦ to pay to my fon James, who has mar- 
*< ried his (Mr.Staflford*s) lifter, that parr, 
^* and proportion, and refidue, of her for- 
'^ tune, which her father at his death gave^ 
^ bequeathed, and left to her/* 

'^ It is not only inconvenient. Sir," an- 
fwcred Mrs. Stafford, '* but impoflible, I 
^^ fear, for him to do it immediately, and is 
*' what I wi(hed to fpeak to you upon." 

^* I am aware, and informed, and ap- 
^^ prized. Madam, of what you would fay. 
'* I am ferry it is as you fay fo incon- 
" venient, and impradicable, and impofli- 
^* bJe. However, Madam, my way in 
5^ thcfe cafes is to go very plainly, and 
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" ftraitJy, and diredtly to the point ; therc- 
** fore I will chalk out, and dcfcribe,' 
*^ and point out to you a line of conduft, 
*' which if you chufe to follow, and adopt, 
" and purfue, it appears to me that all may 
*^ be adjufted, fettled, and put to rights/* 

" You will oblige me. Sir Richard, by 
" doing fo/' 

" Well then, it is this— As it appears,' 
** and is evident and vifible that you have 
^* not the money in queftion, you muft 
^* immediately fell, and difpofe of, and 
*^ make into money, your houfe and eiFefts 
*^ in Dorfetfhire, and after paying, and 
*^ fatisfying, and difcharging the debt to 
" my fon James, you muft (as 1 under- 
^^ ftand your hufband is befides deeply in 
^^ debt,) withdraw, retire, and remove to 
^* France, or to Normandy, or Switzerland, 
" or fome cheap country, 'till your affairs 
*^ come round, and are retrieved, and ac- 
^^ comodated and adjuftec}/* 

^^ This we might have done. Sir Richard, 
^^ without troubling you with the prefent 
*^ application/' 

^' No, 
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^^ No, Madam, you might not. I af- 
*^ fure you I have talked, and reafoned, 
and argued fome time with Mr. James 
Crofts, before I could induce, and pre- 
vail upon, and difpofe him to wait, and 
** remain, and continue unpaid, until 
*^ this arrangement and difpofition could 
^^ take place. He wants the money, 
^^ Madam, for a particular purpofe; and 
*^ tho* from my heart I grieve, and la- 
** ment, and deplore theneceflity of the 
meafure, I do affure you. Madam, 
nothing elfe will give you any chance 
of winding up, compleating, and ter* 
minating the bufinefs before us. You 
*^ will therefore. Madam, think, and con- 
*^ fider, and reflcdk on it's neceffity, and 
give your final anfwer to my fon 
James, who will wait for it only 'till to- 
^' morrow morning." 

He then rang his bell ; and faying he 
had an appointment with Lord Montre- 
ville, who mufl already have waited for 
him, he made a cold bow and hailened out 
of the room. 






ii 
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CHAPTER IX. 



MRS. Stafford now faw that nothing 
remained but to follow her hufband 
to a prifon, or prevail on him to go to the 
Continent while (he attempted anew to 
fettle his affairs, 

Obftinate even in defpair, fhe had the 
iitmoft difBculty to convince hrm of the 
neceffity of this meafure ; and would never, 
perhaps, have done it^ if the more perfua- 
live argument of a writ, taken out by 
James Crofts, had not driven him to em- 
brace it rather than go into confinement. 

Mrs. Stafford, with difficulty procured 
money to furnifh him for his journej^ and 
faw him depart for Dover; while fhe her- 
felf returned to Emmeline, who had pafled 
the three weeks of her abfence in great 
uneafinefs.. No news h^d been received 
of Delamere ; and fhe now believed, that 
of the j^romife he had forced from her he 

meant 
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meant not to avail himfelf ; yet did not 
relinquilh it ; but in proud and fullen r^ 
fentment, difdained even to enquire whe- 
ther he had juftly harboured anger againft 
her. She wilhed to have withdrawn a pro- 
mife (he could no longer think of witha<rt: 
pain and regret ; but fhe found Mrs. Staf- 
ford fo unhappy, that fhe could not refolvc 
to opprefs her by complaints ; and after 
fonjie druggies with herfelf, deternained to 
Let the matter take it's courfe. 

WiUingly^ however, flie confentcd to 
accompany her friend to France, wherd 
Mrs. Stafford, at her hufband's requefl, 
now determined to go with her family. 
She had found an opulent tradefinan in a 
neighbouring town, who engaged, on re- 
ceiving a mortgage on the eflate, and ten 
per cent, interefl, (which he fo managed 
as to evade the appearance of ufury,) to 
let her have the money to pay Mr. Crofts, 
and( a farther fum for the fupport of her 
family. And having got a tenant for the 
houfe, and fatisfied as many of the cla- 
morous creditors as fhe could, fhe pre- 
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pared, with a heavy heart, to quit hef 
abode, with Emmeline and her infant 
family. 

As it was neceffary that little William 
(hould be fent to the Ifle of Wight before 
their departure, Emmeline'^ wrote to fix 
a day at the diftance of a month, on which 
(he defired Lady Adelina to ftnd fome 
careful perfon for him. But ten days be* 
fore the expiration of that period, letters 
came from Mr. Stafford, in which he 
direfted his wife, who intended to em- 
bai*k at Brighthelmftone and land at 
Dieppe, to change her rpute, and fail 
from Southampton to Havre. He alfo 
defired her to hafteh her journey : and 
as every thing was now put on the befl 
footing it would allow, Mrs. Stafford im- 
mediately complied ; and with her own 
unfortunate family, Emmeline, and little 
William, whom they now meant to carry 
themfelves to Lady Adelina, they left 
Woodfield. 

The pain of quitting, probably for ever, 
a favourite abode, which Ihe feared would 

at 
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at length be torn from her children by the 
rapacity of the law, and the fatigue of 
travelling with infant children, under fvjch 
circiimftances, almoft overcame the ire- 
folution and fpirits of Mrs. Stafford. Em* 
meline, ever reafonable, gentle, and con* 
foling, was her principal fupport ; and on 
the evening of the fecond day they ar- 
rived at Southampton. 

While Emmeline almoft forgot in her 
attention to her friend her own uncer- 
tain and unpleafant ftate, Delamere re- 
mained in Norfolk, where he had hid him* 
felf from the enquiries of his father and 
from the importunities of his mother, who 
was now, with her eldeft daughter, fettled 
again in Berkley Square. Here he noii- 
riflied inveterate refentment againft Fitz- 
Edward : and finding it impoffibie to 
forget Emmeline, he continued to think 
of her as much as ever, but with indig- 
nation, jealoufy and rage. 
. He had, immediately on receiving, as 
he believed, a confirmation of all thofe 
fufpicions with which the Crofts' had fo 
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artfaUy iiifpired him, refolved to demand 
fatisfadtion of Fitz-Edward ; and hearing 
on enquiry that he was in Ireland, but 
his return immediately expedked, he waited 
with eager and refllefs uneafinefs till the 
perfon whom he had commiffioned to in- 
form him of his return (hould fend notice 
that he was again in London. 

Week after week, however, paflcd away. 
He ftill heard, that tho' expeded hourly 
Fitz-Edward arrived not. Time, far from 
foftening the afpericy with which his 
thoughts dwelt on this fuppofed rival, 
feemed only to irritate and inflame his re- 
fentment ; and ingenious in tormenting 
himfelf, he now added new anguifti to 
that which corroded his heart, by fup- 
pofing that Emmeline, aware of the dan- 
ger which threatened her lover from the 
vengeance of his injured friend, had writ-^ 
ten to him to prevent his return. This 
idea was confirmed when the agent whom 
he employed to watch the return of Fitz- 
Edward at length inforn^ed him that he 
had obtained leave of abfence from his 

regiment. 
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regiment, now in England, and was to 
pafs the remainder of the winter with 
Lord and Lady Clancarrylw 

The fury of his paffions feemed to be 
fufpended, while with gloomy {ati«fadion 
he looked forward to a fpeedy retribution « 
but now, when no immediate profpeft of* 
fered of meeting the author of his calami- 
ties, they tormented him with new violencev 
Emmeline and Fitz-Edward haunted his 
dreams ; Emmelinc and Fitz-Edward 
were ever prefent to his imagination ; he 
figured to himfelf his happy rival poffeffed 
of the' tendernefs and attachment of that 
gentle and fenfible heart. The anguifli 
thefe images inflided affefted his health ; 
and while every day, as it pafled, brought 
nothing to alleviate his defpair, he became 
more and more convinced that the hap- 
pinefs of his life was blafted for ever j 
and growing impatient of life itfelf> de- 
termined to go to Ireland and infift on an 
opportunity of lofing it, or of taking that 
of the man who had made it an infupport^ 
able burthen. 

Vol. IIL K 
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He fet out therefore, attended only by 
Millefleur, and gave Lord Montreville 
no notice of his intention till he reached 
Holyhead ; from thence he wrote to his 
Lordfliip to fay that he had received an 
invitation to vifit fomc friends at Dublin, 
and that he (hould continue about a 
month in Ireland. His pride prompted 
him to do this, leaft his father, on hear- 
ing of his abfence, ftiould fuppofe that he 
was weak enough to feek a reconciliation 
with Emmeline, whofe name he now never 
mentioned, being perfuaded that his Lord- 
fliip knew how ill fhe had repaid an af- 
feftion, which, tho* he could not diveft 
himfelf of, he was now aOiamed to acknow- 
ledge. " 

Lord Montreville, happy to find he 
had really quitted her, wa^ extremely 
glad of this feafonable journey; which, 
as the Crofts' affured him Emmeline was 
on the point of leaving England, would 
he thought prevent his enquiring whither 
ilie «was gone, and by introducing him 
into a new fet of acquaintance, turn his 

thoughts 
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thoughts to other objefts and perfect his 
cure. 

While Delamere then was travelling to 
Ireland in purfuit of Fitz- Edward, Mv$s 
Stafford and Emmeline left Southampton 
on a vifit to Lady Adelina in the Ifle. of 
Wight, being defirous of delivering Uttle 
William into the arms of his mother and 
his imclc. Tho' it was now almoft the 
end of January, they embarked in an open 
boat with the fervant who waited on die 
child ; but being detained 'till almoft noon 
on account of the tide, it was evening 
before they reached a village on the Ihore 
three miles beyond Cowes, where they 
were to land. 

. On arriving there, they found that the 
houfc of Captain Godolphin was fituated 
two miles farther* Mrs. Stafford, ever 
attentive and confiderate, was afraid that 
the fight- of the child fo unexpedtedly, 
might overpower the fpirits of Lady Ade- 
lina, and caufe fpeculation among the fer- 
yants which it was abfolutely neccffary to 
avoid* Emmeline therefore undertook to 

K 2. - NK*:?!^ 
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walk forward, attended by a boy in the 
village, who was to (hew her the way, and 
apprize Lady Adelina of the vifitor (he. 
was to expedt. 

Pleafure, in fpite of herfelf, glowed in 
l^er bofom at the idea of again meeting 
Godolphin ;— tho* (he knew not that he 
had conceived for her the moft pure and 
ardent pa(fion that was ever infpirgd by a 
lovely and deferving objedV. 

He had long fince found that his heart 
was irrecoverably gone,^ But tho' he ftrug- 
gled not againft his paflion, he loved too 
truely to indulge it at the expence of Em- 
meline ; and had therefore determined to 
avoid her, and not to embitter her life 
with the painful conviction that their ac- 
quaintance had deftroyed the happinefs of 
bis. For this reafon he did not intend 
going himfelf to fetch his nephew from 
Woodbury Foreft, but had given a care- 
ful fervant diredlions to go thither in a 
few days after that when Emmeline her- 
felf prevented the nece(iity of the journey. 

Her walk lay along the high rocks that 

bounded 



THE QHFH AN OP THE CASTLE. 197, 

jbounded the coaft; and it was almod 
dai'k before (be entered a finall lawn fur* 
rounded with a plantation, in which the 
houfe of Godolphin was fituated. About 
half an acte of ground lay between it and 
the cliiF, which was beat by the fwelling 
waves of the channel. The ground on 
the other fide rofe more fuddenly ; and a 
wood which covered the hill behind it^ 
feemed to embofom the houfe, and take 
off that look of bleaknefs aaid defolation 
which often renders a fituation fo near the 
fea. unpleafant except; in the warmefl: 
laionths of fumnlcr, A fand walk lead 
round the kwn^ Emmcline followed it, 
and it brought her clofe to the windows^ 
of a parkmr- They were ftill open ; (he 
looked in ; and i&w, by the light of the 
fire, for there were no candles in the room, . 
Godolphin fitting aloner He leaned on a 
book, which there was not light enough 
to read ; fcattered papers lay round^him^ 
and a pen and ink were on the table. 

Emmeline could not forbear lookmg at 
.fekn a moment before (he approached the 

K3 . ^^^- 
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door. She could as little command her 
curfofity to know on what he was tlms 
deeply thinking. The boy who was with 
her ran round to the kitchen, and fent up 
a fervant to open the door ; who imme- 
diately throwing open that of the parlour, 
faid— ^* A lady. Sir r 

Godolphin darting from his reverie, 
arofe, and unexpededly beheld the fubje(5k 
of it* 

His aflonilhment at this vifit, was fuch 
as hardly left him the power to exprefs the 
pleafure with Which that ailonilhment was 
mingled. " Mifs Mowbray ?" exclaimed 
he— *^ Is it indeed Mifs Mowbray ?'* 

For a moment he furveyed her in filent 
cxtafy, then congratulated himfelf upon 
hi^ unhoped for good fortune ; and anfwer- 
ing her enquiries about Lady Adelina, he 
fuddenly feemed to recoiled the papers 
which lay on the table, hurried them inta 
a drawer, and again returning to Emmeline, 
told her how happy he was to fee her look 
fo well. He thought indeed that he had 
never feen her fo infinitely lovely. The 

(harpnefs 
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fliarpnefs of the air during her walk had 
heightened the glow of her complexion ; 
her eyes betrayed, by their foft and timid 
glances, the partiality of which (he was 
hardly yet confcious ; fhe trembled, with- 
out knowing why ; and could hardly re- 
cover her compofure,. while Godolphin, 
who would truft no other perfon to deliver 
the meffage, ran eagerly up ftairs to ac- 
quaint Lady Adelina. ** My filler,** cried 
he, immediately returning, ^* will be with 
" you inftantly; a flight pain in her head 
^^ has kept her on the bed, almoft^all day,. 
But to what do we owe the happinefs of 
feeing you here, when we thought you 
*^ on the point c£ failing^ for France by ano- 
" ther route?'* 

Emmeline then haftily explained the 
change in their plan; adding, gravely— 
^^ You will have another vifitor, who can- 
not fail of being welcome both to you 
an4 Lady Adelina* Mrs. Stafford flays 
widi him at the village, while (he defired 
*' me to come on to prepare you for his 

K 4 ^ reception^, 
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^^ reception, and to know how you will 
^' have him introduced ?*' 

** As my child," anfwered Godolphin, 
•* My fervants are already prepared to ex- 
pert fuch an additioiv to my family. 
Ever amiable, ever lovely Mifs Mow*- 
** bray !'* continued he, with looks that 
encreafed her* confufion — ** what obliga- 
tions does not our little boy— do we 
not all owe you ?** 
At this moment Lady Adelina, whoiiad 
been obliged to wait fome moments to re- 
cover hcrfclf from- the joyful furprizc into 
which the news of Emmeline's arriva,l had 
thrown her, ran into the room, and em- 
bracing with tranfport her lovely friend, 
Jfighed ; but unable to weep, fat down, and 
could only kifs her hands with fuch wild 
expreffions of rapture, that Emmeline was 
alarmed leaft it (hould have any ill efFeft on 
her intellefts, or on a frame ever extremely 
deUcate; and which now had, from her 
having long indulged incurable forrow, 
affumed an appearance of fuch languor and 

weaknefs. 
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weaknefs, that Emmeline with extreme 
concern looked on her as on a beautiful 
Ihadow whom (he probably beheld for the 
lailtiine. 

She flood a moment penfively gazing oa'' 
her face. Godolphin faid gently to his- 
fifter, who ftill held the hand of Emmeline 
— " Adelina, my love, recolledt yourfelf— *- 
^ you keep Mifs Mowbray (landing/' 

/• What is yet more material," anfwered^ 
Emmeline, fmiling, is, " that you keep* 
" me from writing a note to Mrs. Stafford, , 
** which the boy who waits here is to take 
*^ back to her.*** I 

Godolphin anfwered that he would go> 
himfelf to Mrs. Stafford, and inftantly de- 
parted ; while Emmejine began to talk to - 
iLady Adelina • of the immediate arrival of 
her chikL She at leiig^ fueceeded in^ 
getnng^her to fpeak of him, and to weep ^ 
extremely ; . after which, fhe grew more • 
compofed, and her full . heart feemed re-- 
Jieved by talking of her brother. 

Her words, thoV faint, and broken by the 
fCxOtion ftie felt, yet forcibly coaveyed te> > 

K 5 the: 
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the heart of Emmeline impreffions of thaf 

vmcommpn worth they defcribed. 

" Never," faid (he, " can I be fuffi- 

^* ciently grateful to heaven for liaving 

** given me fuch a brother. *Tis not in 

'* words, my Emmeline, to dp him juftice t 

** He is all that is noble minded and gene- 

** roiis. Tho* from the lofs of his vivacity 

•* and charming fpirits, I know too well 

•^ how deeply my unworthy condu6t has 

** wounded him ; tho* I know, that by hav- 

*f ing fuUied the fair name of our family^" 

*^ and otherwife, I have been the unhappy 

^ otufe of injuring his peace, yet never has a 

*^ reproach or an unkind word efcaped him* 

^ Penfive, yet always kind ; melancholy, 

** and at times vifibly unhappy ; yet ever 

*^ gentle, confiderate, and attentive to me ;^ 

** always ready to blame himfelf for yield- 

*^ ing to that defpondence which he can- 

^* not without an effort conquer ; trying to 

^ alleviate the anguifh of my mind by ftib- 

** duing that which frequently preys on his 

** own; and now burying the memory of 

^ my fault in conptpaiSon to my afffidibny 

« he 
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•* he adopts my child, and allows me with- 
^* outablulh to embrace the dear infant^ 
^ for whom I dare not otherwife Ihew the 
'* tendernefs I feel/* 

Emmeline, afFefted by this eulogium, to'^ 
which her heart warmly aflented, was li- 
lent. 

^* There is>'*' reaflumed Lady Adelina, 
*^ but one being on earth wHo^refembles 
** him. It' is my^Emmeline ! If ever two 
^ creatures eminently excelled the reffi. 
^^ of their fpecies^ itMS my friend and my 
« brother!^* 

Something throbbed at the heart of Em- 
meline at thefe words, into which fhe was> 
afraid to enquire. Her engagement to- 
Delamere^ yet uncancelled, lay like a weight 
upon it, and feemed to^ imprefs the idea pf ' 
her doing wrong while fhe thus liftened to- 
the praifes of another ; and felt that (he 
liftened with too much pleafure. She alked 
herfelf, however, whether it was poiSible to> 
be infenfible of the merit of Godolphin ?' 
Yet confcious*that Ihe had already though;t. 
ef it too rtxuch, (he wilhed to change the. 

K 6 topic 
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topic of difcourfe— But Lady Adelina ftiU 
purfucd it. 

'' Lord Wcfthavcn," faid ihe, " my 
^^ elder brother, is indeed a mQ&. refpefta- 
^* ble and excellent man. Eqimlly with 
^' my brother William, he inherits from 
** my father, integrity, generofity and noble- 
" nefs of mind, together with a regularity 
•^ of morals and conduft, unufual in fb 
^* yoiing a man even in any rank oi life, 
'* and remarkable in him, who has pafled 
*^ almoft all his in the army. But he is, 
** tho' not yet. thirty, much older than I 
*^ am, an^ has almoft always been abfent 
*' from rue ; thofe who know him better, 
have told me, that with as many other 
good qualities as William, he has lefs 
^^ foftnefs of temper ; and being almoft free 
** from error himfelf, makes lefs allowance 
** for the weaknefs of others. Such, how* 
" ever, has been the management of my 
^^ younger brother, that the elder knows 
*^ not the truth of my circumftances— he 
*^ does not even fufpcd them. You may 
^J s^rj poifibly ice him and Lady Weft-» 

^^ haven 
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^^ haven abroad. I know I need not cau- 
*^ tion my Emmeline — fhe will be careful 
*' of the peace of her poor friend/* 

Emmeline foon fatisfied Lady Adelina 
on that head, who then aiked when (he 
heard of Delamere ? 

This queftion Emmeline had forefecn ^ 
but having predetermined not to diflrefs- 
her unfortunate friend, by teHing her inta 
what difficulties her attendance on her and 
her child had led her, and being (hocked 
to own herfelf the fubjeft of fufpicions Co 
injurious as thofe Delamere had dared to 
harbour, (lie calmly anfwered that Dela- 
mere was returned to England, but that 
(be had feen him only for a few moments* 

H And did he not objefb,'* enquired 
Lady Adelina, ^ to your quitting Eng- 
** land, ficce he is himfelf returned to it ?'•' 

Emmeline, who could not diredtly an* 
fwer,this queftion, evaded it by faying— • 

^' My abfence or my pre(ence you know 
^ cannot haften the period, *till the arrival. 
^ of which our marriage cannot take place 
^ —if it ever takes place at all/' 

*f If it ever takes place at all ?^ repeated 
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Lady Adelina — ^^ Does then any doubt re- 
^^ mam of k?'' 

" An affair of that fort,*' replied Em- 
meline, affmning as much unconcern as 
flie could, '^ is always doubtfiil where fa 
*^ many clafhing interefts and oppofite 
f* wiflies are to be reconciled, and wher^ fo 
** very young a man as Mr. Dfelamere is 
♦* to decide/' 

" Do you fufpeft that he wavers then ?'* 
very earneftly aiked Lady Adelina, fixing 
her eyes on the bluftung fece of Emme- 
line. n 

^ I really am not fure," anfwered (he— . 

yon know my promife reluctantly given,. 

was only cpnditionalr. I am far from 

being anxious to anticipate by firmer 

engagements the certainty of it's being 
^^ fulfilled;, much. better contented I (hould 
** bcj if he yet took a few years longer to 
^* confider of it. You, Lady- Adelina,'* 
continued (he, fmiling, " are furely no 
^^ advocate for early marriages; and Mrs. 
" Stafford is gready averfe to them. You 
^ muft therefore fuppofe thatwhat my two 

*^ friends ^ 
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'^ friends have found inimical to their hap- 
*^ pinefs, I cannot confider as being likely 
^' to conftitute mine." 

This fpeech had the efFed Emmeline in- 
tended. It brought back the thoughts of 
Lady Adelina from the uncertainties of her 
friend to her own a;6tual forrows. She 
fighed deeply. 

. '^ You fay-tRily," faid (he. ** / have no- 
*^ reafon to wifti thofe 1 love may precipi- 
^* tately form indiflbluble engagements; nor 
** do I with it. Would to God / had not beea 
*^ the viftim of an hafty and unhappy mar% 
^* riage ; or that I had been the onfy vi<5tim^ 
*^ Emmeline/* added (he, lowering her 
voice, now hardly audible, " Emmeline, 
*^ may I alk ?— where is— fpare me the 
** repetitiwi of a name I have fbtemnry 
*^ vowed never to utter-^— you underftand 

♦* me?" 

». 

** I do, **" anfwered Emmeline, gravely. 
** He* has been in Ireland ; but is now 
** I fuppofe in London, as the time he 
^ ^ told me he fliould pafs there is Ibng jGnce - 
^^ clapfed,, I heard he was to return no* 
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** more to TylehuMl, and that Mr. Delk^ 
*• mere had given up the houfe there ;; 
•^ but of this 1 know nothing from them- 
** felves. The perfon you enquire after,. 
^ I have feen only once, and that for half 
** an hour. Mrs. Stafford can tell yous 
^ more, if you wilh to hear it." 

^* Ah ! pardon my wretched weaknefs,, 
•• Emmdine I I know I ought to conquer 
•* k ! But I cannot helpwiftiing— I cannot 
help being anxious to hear of him ! Yet 
would 1 conceal from every one but you 
that the recoUedtion of this unhappy man\ 
*^ never a moment leaves me. Tell me/ 
** my angelic friend ! for of you I may aftu 
** and be forgiven — ^has he feen his fon ?** 

^* He has; and was extremely affe<S.edf, 
^^ But dear Lady Adelina, do not, I be-- 
*' feech you, enquire into the particulars- 
*' of the interview.. Try, my beloved^ 
•* friend, to diveft yourfdf of thefe painfol : 
^* recolledtions— ah ! : try to recover your 
^* peace, and preferve your life, fbr the. 
*^ fake of our dear little William andthofc: 
l^ friends who love ypu.'.' 
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The unhappy Adelina, who notwith- 
ftanding all her efforts was devoured by an 
incurable afFeftion for a man whom fhe 
had fworn to banifti from her heart for ever, 
and whofe name her brother would not 
fuffer her to pronounce, now gave way to 
an agony ofpaflion which (he could indulge 
only before Emmeline; and fo violently 
was fhe affefted by regret and defpair, that 
her friend trembled leafl her reafon fhould 
again forfake it's feat. She tried, by footh- 
ing and tendernefs, to appeafc this fudden- 
cfTufion of grief; and had hardly reftored 
her to fome degree of compofure, before 
Mrs. Staff<5rd entered the room and cm- 
braced moft cordially Lady Adelina, while 
Godolphin followed her with the little boy 
in his arms. In contemplatmg the beauty 
of his nephew, he had forgotten the mifery 
of which his birth had been the occafion ; 
for with all the humanity of a brave man, 
Godolphin poffeffed a foftnefs of heart, 
which the helplefs innocence of the fon,. 
and the repentant forrow of the mother, 
melted Into more than femenine tendemefi* 
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He carried the child to his fifter, and put 
it into her arms— 

*< Take him, my Adelina !" faid he— 
" take our dear boy ; and while you em- 
^* brace and blefs him, you will feel aU 
** you owe to thofe who have preferved 
'' him/' 

Lady Adelina did indeed feel fuch com- 
plicated fenfations that (he was unable to 
utter a word. She could only prefs the lit- 
tle boy to her heart and bedew his face with 
tears. Her afFefting filence and pale coun- 
tenance alaiTned both Mrs. Stafford and 
Emmeline ; and the former, willing to give 
her thoughts a new turn^ faid— 

*^ You do not {uppofe, my dear friends, 
^ ^ that we intend to go back to Southampton 
^^ to night; fo I hope you wilt give us 
•^ fome fupper and beds in this hofpitable 
'' ifland.'* 

Godolphin, who had been too much 
enchanted to think before, immediately 
faw^that the meaning of Mrs. Stafford's fo- 
licitude was merely to call the thoughts of 
his fifter from herfelf to her guefts; he 

feconded 
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feeonded therefore this intention, b)cdefiring 
Lady Adelina to give proper orders about 
the apartments for her friends ; and to take 
his little boy to that v^ch had been pre- 
pared for his reception. The three ladies 
therefore withdrew with the child ; where 
Lady Adelina foon recovered fome degree - 
of ferenity, and was able to fit at table while 
they fupped. 

Had Mrs. Stafford been before unfufpi- 
cious of the paflion of Godolphin for Em- 
meline, Ihe would have been convinced of 
it during the courfe of this evening. His 
voice, his countenance, his manner, evi- 
dently betrayed it ; and whenever the eyes 
of Emmelinc were turned to any other ob- 
ject, his were fixed on her face, with looks 
fo expteffive of tender admiration, yet 
tempered by a kind of hopelefs dejeftion, 
that the moft uninterefted obferver could 
hardly have miftaken his thoughts. 

But it was not her face> ho>yever intereft- 
ing ; or her form, however graceful ; that 
rivetted the chains of Godolphin. He had 
feen many faces more regularly beautiful. 
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and many figures equally elegant, with m- 
difFerence. He had heard, with coldnefs, 
the fineft fentiments uttered by the fairefi 
mouths ; and had liftened to the brilliant fal- 
lies of fafhionable wit, with contempt. In 
Emmeline, he difcovered a native dignity 
of foul, an enlarged knd generous heart, a 
comprehenfive and cultivated undcrftand- 
ing, a temper at once foft and lively, with 
morals the moft pure, and manners fimple,. 
undefigning and ingenuous. To thefe foUd 
perfedions, genius had added all the lighter 
graces ; and nature, a form which ench^t- 
ing as it muft ever have been, feemed ta 
receive irrefiftible charms froni the foul by 
which it was informed. 

All his philofophy could not prevent his 
being fenfible of the attra<Slions of fuch a 
woman ; nor was his refolution fufEciently 
ftrong to enable him to ftruggle againft 
their influence, even when he found he 
had nothing to hope. But yielding to the 
painful delight of loving her, he perfuaded. 
himfelf that thoVhc could not conquer he 
could conceal it ; and that while (he was 
' ignorant. 
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ignorant of his pafEon it could be injurious 
only to himfelf. 

His abfenec and filence during fuppcr 
was broken only by his natural politcnefs. 
After it concluded, they drew round the 
.fire ; and the three ladies entered into one 
of thofe interefting converfations that are ^ 
fo pleafant where mutual confidence and 
cfteem reign among the party. 

Godolphin continued filent ; and infen- 
fibly fell into a train of thought the moft 
dangerous to that appearance 6f indifference 
which he believed he could obferve* 
Looking at Emmeline as (he talked to 
his fitter, and remembering all the friend^ 
fliip fhe had Ihewn her, hearing the found 
of her voice and the elegance of her ex- 
preffions, he began infenfibly to confider 
how blefled he might have been, had he- 
known her before her hand was promifed 
and her afFeftions given to the fortunate 
Delamere. 

*^ Had it but been nrj^ lot ! '* faid he to 
himfelf— " had it been my lot ! — ah, what 
** happinefs, after the fatigues and dangers . 
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^* of my profeflion, to return to this place 
*^ which I love (6 much, and to be received 
*^ by fuch a friend— fuch z] miftrefs— fuch 
*^ a wife as (he will make !'' He indulged 
thefe ideas, 'till abfolutely loft in them, he 
was unconfcious of every thing but their 
impreflion, and ftarting up, he ftruck his 
hands together and cried — 

^' Merciful heaven ! — and can it then 
^^ never be !'* 

Alarmed at the fuddennefs of an excla- 
mation fo caufelefs, Lady Adelina looked 
terrified and her friends amazed. 

** What ? brother — ^^what are you fpeak- 
^* ing of ?'' enquired the* 

** I beg your pardon,^' faid Godolphin, 
inftantly recoUefting himfelf, and blulhing 
for this unguarded fally— *^ I beg your 
*^ pardon. 1 was thinking of fome bufi- 
*^ nefs 1 have to fettle; but I do not de- 
** ferve to be forgiven for fuffering my 
mind in fuch company to dwell on any 
thing but the pleafure I enjoy; and for 
yielding to a foolifh cuftom I have ac- 
quired of \]ttering aloud whatever is im- 

*^ mediately 
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^^ mediately in my mind ; an habit," added 
he, fmiling, " that has grown upon me by 
^* living fo much alone. Since Lady 
** Adelina is now fixed with me, I hope I 
** (hall ceafe to fpeak and think like an 
*' hermit, and be again humanized. Ade- 
^^ lina, my love, you look fatigued.'* 

" Ah!'' replied flie, '* of what fatigue 
** can I be fenfible when with thofe who I 
*^ moft love and value; and from whom, 
** to-morrow— to-moiTOw I muft part !^* 

" I doubt that extremely/' faid Godol- 
f)hin, trying to carry the converfation en- 
tirely from his ownftrange behaviour. '^ If 
** I have any fkill in the weather, to- 
*^ morrow will bring a gale of wind, which 
*• will opportunely make prifoners of our 
^^ twp fair friends for another day." 

^' How infinitely," cried Lady Adelina, 
*^ fhall I be obliged to it. 

The rifing of the wind during the whole 
evening had made Godolphin's conjecture 
highly probable. Mrs. Stafford, impatient 
tp return to her children, whom (he never 
willingly left wholly in the care of fervants. 
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heard it's encreafing violence with regret. 
Emmeline tried to do fo too; but (he 
could not prevail'^n herfelf to regret a cir- 
tumftance likely to keep her another dajr 
with Lady Adelina and her Httle boy. She 
wanted too to fee a httle of this beautiful 
iiland, of which fhe had heard fo m\Kh ; 
and found feveral other reafons for wifhing 
to remain, without allowing herfelf to fup- 
pofe that Godolphin had on thefc wifties 
the fnaalleft influence. 



CHAP' 
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CHAPTER X. 



EARLY thte next morning, Emm^*^ 
line arofe, and looking towards the 
fea, faw a ftill encreafing tempeft gather- 
ing vifibly over it* She wandered over 
the houfe ; which tho' not large was che^r* 
fill and elegant, and Ihe fancied every 
thing in it bore teftimony oif the tafte and 
temper of it^s mafter. The garden charmed 
lier ftill more, furrounded by copfe, wood, 
tod evergreens, and was equally adapted to 
life and pleafure» The country behind it^ 
tho* divefted of it^s foliage atad verduipe^ 
Speared more beautiful than any (he had 
feen fince (he left Wales ; and with un-^ 
common avidity flie enjoyed, even amid 
the heavy gloom of an impending ftorm^ 
the great and magnificent fpedlacle af*" 
forded by the fea. By reminding her of 
her early pleafures at Mowbray Gaftle, it 
brought back a thoufand half-obliterat^ed 
VoL.IIL U «^^^ 
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and agreeable, tho' melancholy images; 
and its grandeur gratified her tafte for the 
iublime. ' 

While fhe was indulging thefe contem- 
plations, the wind fuddenly blew with afto- 
niftiing violence; and before Mrs. Staf- 
ford arofe, the fea was . become fo tem- 
peftuous and imprafticable, that eagerly 
as Ihe wiftied to return to her children fhe 
could not think of braving it. 

Godolphin had feen Emmeline wander- 
mg along the cliiF, and had refolutely de- 
nied himfelf tlie pleafure of joining her ; 
for from what had pafled the evening be- 
fore, he began to doubt his own power to 
forbear fpeaking to her of ,tl>e fubjed that 
filled his heart. 

They now met at breakfaft ; and Emme- • 

line was charmed with her walk, tho' (he had 

been driven from it by the turbulence of the 

weather, which by this time had arifen to 

a hurricane. When their breakfaft ended, 

Mrs. Stafford followed Lady Adelina, who 

wanted to confult her on fomething that 

related to the little boy ; Godolphin went 

out 
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<tJt to give fome orderi; and Emmelinc 
retired to a bow window which looked 
towards the fea. 

Could (he have divefted her mind of it's 
apprehenfions that what formed for her 
a magnificent and fublimc fccnc birofught 
ihipwreck and deflruftion to many others> 
fhe would have been highly pleafed with a 
fight of the ocean in it*s prefent tremen- 
dous ftate. Loft in contemplating the aw- 
fol fpe<5lacle, (he did not (ee or hear Godol- 
phin ; who imagining (he had left the 
rbom with his (ifter, had returned, and 
with his arms croflTed, and his eyes fixed 
on her fece, ftood on the other fide of the 
window like a ftatue* 

The guft grew more Vehetnent^ iitd 
deafened her with it's fury ; while the 
mountainous waves it had raifed, biirft 
thundering againft the rocks arid feemed 
to fhake their very foundation, fimme- 
line, at the pifture her imagination drew of 
their united powers of defolation, (hud* 
dered involuntarily and fighed. 

L 2 « Whas. 
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*^ What difturbs Mif$ Mpw-bray ?'* faiV 
'Goclolphiii. 

Emmeline, unwillmg to ackno^yiecJgB: 
that (he h94 beep fo ^xtrernely, ^bfcpt,^ as 
not to J«iQY? I^e, was.Ui thf room, anfvv.erj^dn 
without expr^^g her fiuprize to fee hjiqii 
there— ^' I: wa$ thinking how fatal tl^*. 
^5 ftprm which Wie4we CQJWempUtln^ inai^ 
^* be to the fprturv^s, aad probably t|:\^i 
^* liv^ of thQU&ftds," 

^* The g^^/' rctvuTAed Godplpl^nj '^ij- 
^* heayy^ biit by, no jm? ans of fvifh fj^^^^ 

*^ ppw^r. as yftu,^pprch^n4. I hav^ b^eift^ 
*^ atfe^ in f?yer4.inlinji|;ely more vipl^fxi^ 

^' ap4 li^a^ pro];a1p45^ b?. i^ ma^^^ , 

'* I hope not/' aafw^ftcl: JBmn^^liQeji^ 
witl^ut k^w4ng w^qj^;fli§ f^ Syf?ly 
^* you do not n^ean, it^" 

«* A pi;Qfe0ionftl man^'' f^idhe/milipg^^ 
and fl^tej^. by ^l^ e^ger^efs widji wWg^ 
ihe fpQlfe, ^' h^ you kpp^y, np: wiUiojf; 
*^ liis c^wflu I o^^inly (hovild . npt , feelf ^ 
^^^ dAng^r; but it if ..not- ppflibje iaifychj 
Jf fervice as ours tp avoid it;/* 

f* .Why then do you not quit it ?" 
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*•* If I intended to give yon a high idea. 
^* oiwif jHde)iie^ I'fhould fay, becatife 1 
'*^ iam a younger brorfier. fiiit to fjpe^k 
^ honcftly, thdt is ndt niy oilly motive ; 
** triy foftilnet limited as it is, is enough: 
-^ for all my wifhcs, und wiH probably 
'*^ fnffice for any I (hall noVo ever form> 
** but a mart of my atge otig(ht not fureljr 
^ to wsrffe in torpid idleTre{&, or trifliri^ 
'* diffipation, time that inay be ufefoliy 
** enfvployed. Befides, I love the prdfeffidA 
^* to which I Have been brought dp, atnd, 
'^ by engaging in ^^icfe, I owe a life te 
** my country if ever it ihcmld be called 
>^for/' 

*« God forbid it ever (Kould ?' faid Em^ 
meline, with quicknefs ; " for then,'^ con- 
tinued (he, hefitatihg and Hufhing, ** what 
^ would poorijady Adelina do ? 'and whkt 
^ would bccotee of my cfear little boy ?** 

Godolphin?, charmed yet pained by this 
ardefs expreffibn of fenfrbility, arid thrown 
almoft off his guatd by the idea of not 5e- 
kig wholly indifferent to hef^ anfwered 
mournfully— •^^ To them, indeed, my life 

L 3 *^ "^s^sb;:^ 
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" may be of fomc value ; but to myfelf 

^* it is of none. Ah, Mifs Mowbray ! it 

^^ might have been worth preferving fadd 

*^ I—— But wherefore prefume I to trouble 

you on a fubje<5t fo hopelefs ? I know 

not what has tempted me to intrude 

on your thoughts the incoherencies of 

*^ a mind ill at eafe. Pardon me— *and 

*^ fuffer not my folly to deprive me of 

** the ihappinefs of being your friend, 

** which is all I will ever pretend to/' 

He turned away, and haftehed out of 

the room ; leaving Emmeline in fuch con- 

fufion that it was hot 'till Mrs. StalSbnd 

came to call her to Lady Adelina's drefs- 

ing-room, that (he remembered where (lie 

was, and the neceffity of recoUefting her 

fcattered thoughts. When they met at 

dinner, (he could not encounter the eyes 

of Godolphin without the deepeft bluftie^. 

Lady Adelina, given wholly up to the 

idea of their approaching feparation, and 

Mrs. Stafford, occupied by uneafinefs of 

her own, did not attend to the fingularity 

of her manner. 

The 



THEORFHANOF THE CASTLE. 2*23 

The latter had acvcr beheld fuch a tem- 
peft as was now raging ; and ftie could not 
took towards the fea, whofe high and foam- 
ing billows were breaking fo near them*, 
without ftiivering at the terrifying recol- 
ledtion^ that a very few hours her children, 
all (he held dear on earth, wo\ild be ex- 
pofed to this capricious and furious ele- 
ment. The' of the fteadieft refokition in 
any trial that merely regarded herfelf, (he 
was a coward when thefe dear objedts of 
her fondnefs were in queftion ; and flic 
cduld not help expreffing to Mr. GodoK 
phin fome part of her apprehenfions. 

^* As I have gained fome credit," am- 
fwered he, " for my fagacity in forefeeing 
*' the gale, I might perliaps as well not 
" hazard the lofs of it, by another pro- 
^* phecy, for which you. Lady Adelina^ 
^^ will not thank me.— -It will be fine, 1 
^^ am afraid,^ to-morrow.'* 

'' And the day following we embai*k 
^^ for France," faid Mrs. Stafford ; '^ how 
^f providential that we could not fail yef- 
^ terday." , 

L4 <[ X^>^^ 
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** Your heart fails you; my dear Mra^ 
«* Stafford/' replied Godolphin, '^ and I 
*^ do not wonder at it. But I will tell yon 
** what you (hall allow me to do : I wiQ 
** attend you to-morrow to Southampton, 
•-^ where ia the charafter of a veteran fea- 
** man I will dired your departure, as die 
*• whole pacquet is yours, according to the 
^* appearance of the weather ; and to in- 
^* dulge me fkiU £uthec, you &all fuf&r 
*' me to fee you. landed at Havre. Ade- 
•^ lina, I know, will be wretched ^1 ftic 
*' bears you are fafe on theoda^r fide ; and 
** will therefore willingly fpare me to 
*^ bring her fuch intelligence j and give 
^' me at the fame time a fortunate oppor- 
.** tunity of being ufeful to you,'' 

Mrs. Stafford, fecretly rejoiced at a pro- 
pofal which would fecure them a proteftor 
and as much fafety as depended on human 
Ikill, could not conceal her wifti to affent 
to it ; tho* fhe exprcffed great reludtance 
to give him fo much trouble. 

Godolphin then confulted the eyey of 
Emmeline, which on meeting his were 

caft 
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caft <!few4i ; but he cduld not find that 
thejr eSprdTed ahy dirplcafliire at His offer. 
He therefore affiircd Mrs. Staffot-d that he 
fliould coniider it as a pleafurable fcheind 
l^Tth a party to T^hbrti He was ihdiffcrent* 
•^ But >*^heh/' added he, *« it gives me 
**^ the ineatis^ df being of the iBaft ofe to 
*^ yoiij to Mifs MoxH^raj^, aiid ybnr chll- 
^* dreh, I fhall find iii it riot oiil^^ plBafure 
•^ but happitiefs. Alis ! hb\^ jioorly it 
** will repay thfc t\<n^tieth patt of the obli- 
*^ g^ion we owe ^oti I*** 

It was Fettlfed thetefdre that Mr. Godol- 
phin was to crofs the eKirlnfei with them. 
Again l&rhtilelihe trifed tb bfe forty ^ and' 
again found herftlf incd^pablfe of fetling 
any thing but fatisfadion in hearing that 
fee would be yet longer >^itlT them. 
- Blufing the reft of the everting, Hfe tried* 
to aaSltfiie a degrfe df cheaf fulnefs ; and did. 
in fome meafure feel it in tfie profpcdt of 
ihks; farther temporary rndtrlgehce. 
' Lady Adelina, unafele to conceat her 
6<Hic6riiy <&ob]^ed wifhorot aby cffbtt to imi- 

L 5 . rate 
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tate him ; and when they parted for the 
night, could not help deploring in terms of 
piercing regret their approaching f<^ara- 
tion. 

The affurances Godolphin had given 
them of a favourable morning were ful- 
filled. They found that tho' there was yet 
a confiderablc fwell, the wiiwi had fubfided 
entirely, and that they might fafely crofs to 
Soutliampton. The boat that was to con- 
vey them was ready ; and Emmehne could 
not take leave of Lady Adelina without 
fliaring the anguifti which fhe could not 
mitigate. They embraced filently and in 
tears ; and Emmeline preffcd to her heart 
the little boy to whom (he was tenderly at- 
tached. 

Godolphin was a filent fpeftator of this 
melancholy farewel. The foftnefs of Em- 
meUne^s heart was, to him her greateft 
charm, and he could hardly help repeat- 
ing, in the words of Louis XIV— ^* She 

has fo much fenfibility that it muft be 

an exquifite pleafure to be l?elqired by 
^'her!'* 

He 
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He fighed in remembering that fuch 
CQuld not be his happinefs ; then wifliing to 
(horten a Ccene. which fo violently affefted 
the unfetxled fpirits of Lady Adelina, he 
would have led Mr3. Stafford and Emme- 
line away ; but Lady Adelina infifted on 
following them to the ftiore ; fmiled thro' 
her tears ; and promifed to behave better.. 
Silendy they walked to the feafide. Mrs. 
Stafford haftily embracing her, was handed 
into the boat by Godolphin ; who then ad- 
v^dng with forced gaiety to Emmeline, 
about whom his fifter ftill fondly hung, 
faid — ^' Come, come, I muft have no. 
*^ more adieus — as if you were never to 
** meet again/' 

. *^ Ah ! who. can tell," anfwered Lady 
AdeUna, ^' that we ever fliall." 

Emmeline fpoke not ; but kifling the 
hand of her weeping friend, gave her own 
to Godolphin; \yhile Lady Adelina, reiling 
on the arm of her woman,, and. over- 
whelmed with forrow, fuffered the boat to 
depart. 

It rowed fwifdy away; favoured by the 

L 6 ^vij^^ 
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tide. Lady Adelina remained on the (liore 
as long as (he could diftinguifh it ; and then 
llovvly and rcluftantly returned to folitude 
and tears ; while her two friends, attehded 
by her brother, landed fafely at Southamp- 
ton, where he bufied himfelf in fettling 
every^ thing for their departure the next 
morning in the packet which they had 
hired, and which now ky ready to receive 
them. 

During their paffage to Havre, wliich 
was Ihort and profperous, the attention of 
Godplphin was equally divided between 
Mrs. Stafford, her children, and Emmeline. 
But when he affifted the latter to leave the 
veffel, he could not forbear prefling her to 
his heart, while in a deep figh hfe bade 
adieu to the happinefs of being with her ; 
for he concluded Ihe would not long re- 
main fingle, and after (he was married he 
determined never more to truft hinrfclf 
with the dangerous pleafure of beholding 
her. 

He had never mentioned the name of 
Deknaere J and knew not that he was re- 
turned 
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turned to England. Having once been 
afl^red of her engagement, he was unable 
to enquire into the * circumftances of what 
had deftroyed his happmefs. He knevir 
they were to be married in March, and 
that Delamere had promifed to remain on 
the Continent 'till that period* He doubted 
not, therefore, but thac Emmelihe, in com^ 
pliance with the entreaties of her lover, had 
confented to accompany Mrs. Stafford to 
France, and by her prefence to charm- away 
the months that yet intervened ; after which 
be fuppofed they would be immediately 
united. 

Notwithftanding feme remarks he had 
made on the intereft (he feemed to take in 
regard to himfelf, he imputed it merely to 
her general fenfibility and to his relation- 
(hip to Lady Adellna. He fuppofed that 
Delamere poffeffed her heart; and tho* it 
was the only pofTeffion on earth that would 
give him any chance of happinefs, he envied 
this happy lover without hating him. He 
could net blame him- for loving her, who 
was in his own (:^WMO!a irrefiftible ; nor for 
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aving ufed die opportunity his good for- 
jne had given him of winning her affec* 
ons. The longer he converfed with her, 
le more he was convinced that Delar 
lere, in being; ais he believed nwdfcr of II 

lat hearty wsas the njoft fortunate of human 
eings. But thof he had not refoludon 
nough to refufe himfelf the melancholy 
et pleafing gratification of contemplating, 
•crfcdions which he thought could never 
le his, and tho' he could not help fome- 
imes betraying the fondnefs which that), 
idulgence hourly encreafed, he never feri- 
ufly meditated on fupplanting the happy 
)elamcre. He did not think that to at- 
^mpt it was honourable ; and his integrity 
.rould have prevented the trial, had he fup- 
loled it poffible to fucceed. 

Mrs. Stafford had at nrft feen with conc- 
ern that Godolphin, whom (he fincerely 
(teemed, was nourifliing for her friend a. 
►aflion which could only ferve to make 
lim unhappy. But (he now faw it's pro- 
;iefs rather with pleafuredian regret. She 
(as piqued at the groujidlefs je^loufy and 

rafh 
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rafh injuftice.of Delamere towards Emme- 
line ; and difappointed and difguftcdr at 
Lord Montreville's conduft towards her- 
felf; fickening at the little fincerity of the 
latter, and doubtful of the temper of the 
former, fhe feared that if the alliance took 
place, her friend would find lefs happinefs 
than fplendour ; and (he looked with par- 
tial eyes on Godolphin^ who in morals, 
manners, and temper, was equally, unex*- 
ceptionable, and whofe fortune, tho' infe- 
rior to his birth, was yet enough for happi- 
nefs in that ftyle of life which (he knew 
better calculated fox the temper and tafte 
of Emmeline dian the parade and grandeur 
(he might (hare with Delamere. 

Godolphin had no parents to accept her' 
with difdainful and cold acquicfcence— no 
fifter to treat her with fupercilious conde- 
fccnfion.— But all his family, tho' of a rank 
fuperior to that of Delamere, would receive 
her with tranfport, and treat her with the 
refpeft and aiFedlion (he deferved. 

Mrs. Stafford, however, fpoke not to Em - 
meBne of this revolution in her fentiments,b.ut 

ckofe 



chofe rather to let the affair take it^s courie^ 
ibait to be in iMf degree atvfwerable for it's 
eonfequences. 

Thko hoDT in which Godolphin was to- 
Iclve dicm now approached^ Unable to* 
detcrmme oh bidding Emmcline farewell 
he Would' ftili hare lii^cred wirh her, and 
would hafve gone on with them to Rbuen^ 
where Stafford waitcid their arrival. Jkit 
thisv Mfsi Staffiwrd w«s cdnipelled to de- 
clitic ; fearmg leaft this exti-awdinary atten- 
tion in a ftranger fliould induce her hxstf- 
b<»id to indke enquiry into their £Wl ac-^ 
qiiaintsmce, and by that infeans lead to dif-. 
coteries wikieh conld not fail of bfeing in*- 
jurious to Lady Adelina. 

Of all that lelated to her, he was at pre- 
fen^ ignorant. He had been told, that the 
iafant which his wife and Mife Mowbray fo^ 
^cn vifited, was the fonof an* a<jqnamtaneef 
ef the lairteri wfeo bekig dbliged fo6ft after 
ij^'s birth to gd t^ the Weft Indies, hadf^nt 
it to Bath r6> filfiifteline, who hadtindeip- 
taihen top mttlook the Hwfe to whofe care 
2^ wa5 committed* 

Into 
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Into a circumftancc which oflfered neither 
a feheme to occupy his mind, or money to 
purchafe his pleafures, Stafford thought it 
not then worth his while farther to enquire ; 
but now, in a country of which he under- 
ftood not the language, and detached from 
his ufual purfuits, Mrs. Stafford knew not 
what flrange fufpicions the affiditity of 
Godoiphin might excite in a head fo oddly 
conftrudted ; and without explaining her rea- 
fons to Godoiphin, ihe faid enough to con- 
vince him that he muft, with whatever relud- 
ance, leave the lovety travellers at Havire. 

He buficd himfelf, however, in adjuffeing 
every thing for the fafety of thett journey ; 
and being in the courfe of their preparations 
left alone with Emmelihe in a roam of the 
hotel, he could not forbear ufing the laft 
opportunity he was likely to have of fpeak-* 
ing to her. 

^* Has Mifs Mowbray any commands to 
'' LadyAdelina?'^ 

^^ My moft i^ftionate love V* anfwered 
Emmeline, ;** my trueft remembrance ? 
" And tell her, that the moment I am fet- 
*' tied I will give her an account o£ to?^ 
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** fituation, and of all that happens worth 
'^ her knowing/' 

^* We (hall hear then," faid he, forcing 
a melancholy fniile, ** w^ (hall hear when 
*^ you meet the fortunate, the happy Mr. 
'' Delamere.** 

" Lady Adelina,** bluftiingly replied 
Emmeliney '^ wiU certainly know it if I 
^•^ (hould meet him; but nothing is at pre* 
" fent mora improbable/* 

" 'Tis nQw,'* reaflumed Godoipbin^ 
*^ the laft week of January — February— 
" March — Ah ! how foon March will 
^* come ! Tell me, how long in that 
" month may Adelina dired to Mifs Mow- 
<^ bray?'* 

'^ Mr. Delamere, Sir,*' faid. EmmelihCi 
gravely, '^ is not now in France." 

'* But may he not immediately return 
** thither from Geneva or any Qther place; 
^^ Is my fifter, Lady Wefthaven, to be pre- 
^* fent at the ceremony ?_" 

^* The ceremony/' anfwered (he, half 
angry and half vexefd, " may perhaps never 
*^ take place..'* 

The 
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The awkwardnefs of her fituation in re- 
gard to Delamere arofe forcibly to her mind, 
and fomething lay very heavy at her heart. 
She tried to check the tears which were 
filling her eyes, lead they (hould be im- 
.puted to a very different caufe ; but the ef- 
fort (he niade to conquer her feelings ren- 
dered them more acute. She took but a 
handkerchief to wipe away thefe involuntary 
betrayers of her emotion, and fitting down, 
audibly fobbed* 

Godolphin had aiked thefe queftions,, in 
that fort of defperate refolution which a 
perfon exerts who determines to know, in 
the hope of being able to endure, the 
worft that can befal him. But he was 
now (hocked at the di(b:efs they had occa- 
fioned, and unaljle to bear the fight of her 
tears. 

** Pardon me,*' cried he, ^^ pardon me, 
moft lovely, inoft amiable Emmeline !— 
Oh ! pardon me for having given a mor 
mentis pain to that foft and fenfible bo- 
fom. Had I fufpefted that a reference 
to an event towards which I fuppofed 

^/ you 



cc 



■*• you looked forward with pleafiire, could 
** thus atteft you, 1 had not prtGattied th 
^^ ii^me it. Whenever it hippens,*^'iddtd 
?ie, lafter a •lhbft:{)aufe— ^** whenever ft Hap- 
^ pens3 belimere iviUbc the moft fehViable 
'^^ of ^human beings. And rrtiy you, Ma- 
••^ flifti, be ^ hapl^y as yoti afet^ly'de- 
''^ ftrririgofhappineft.'^ 

He d^ted hdt truft his 'vciitt Wkh ano- 
•rher ^ord : but under pf^^hcc of Mthitt^ 
a glafs of water left the room, ikd liaying 
tecovcred himfelf, quickly returned and 
offered 'it f o EtnrfleRne, again a:p6logifin^ 
for 'havirtg offended her. 

She too*: the gkfs from him ; and fkintl^ 
fmiling dir6* h6r tears, *|kid ih thfe gehtleft 
accehts-^^* I afn not ofiencSetll-^I drh onl^ 
*^ low fpSrited- ^nt& fey the voyage, arid 
*^ fhrinking from the fatigue of a long 
^* jdttrritfy yet j^ou 'taBc to mte of a jbur-' 
"" nfcy for lift, on wMch I may never fet 
^* 6crt in the company yoti mention— and 
*^ ffill moire probably never undertake at 
*' aH.'V 

Tke^trance of Mrs.. Stafford, who came 
' ■ ' ^ to. 



THE ORP HAN OJF THE CASTLE. 237 

tp c;ntr£:^: fpfli^ UirpiS^ons from GpdplpHWf 
pi:evef»fe4 the. ccHiti^uaAce of this cxitic^, 
con vjeriktion j in .^^Igchj, wjij^tevej: the wQi:d», 
iil^pprtcd i9^ r^feOjCd , to I>elamere, be foynd 
but Uttle |iQp£,for hipifelf. He attributed 
what i^inpi^l4ne, ha^ j ^^d to me^e evafion,^ 
an4 her concern, to fome htde accidentaj, 
negledt on the part of her lover whi?h had- 
c;3^i^(5d her difpleafure* Ignoram of the 
j^ftiw4y ?«l3.mep?: had coiiceived froyoi the. 
np^i^ej^^ta^Wft .of the Crc^ts.'^ wb^qh th«> 
fc^j^itudf^p^JSmnaelfefce for theinfiujit; of L^dy* 
Adeiin%. hadt.fc^: injijBiediaj^^ly , maturpd>^ h$. 
h^ B^Qt th^napft i<^ftajit idea of the, tr\^h ;* 
nor fufpedted that the paflion of Ddasft?r§. 
for; Emme|i55€i, . whicJti . he. kx^ew h^ ji^ithin 
a few weeks bcefi ac|cnowledged withouit , 
hefitation, apd, . received with encourage*, 
njent, w,a^ nx3(w. b^ome tp him a fource of 
infupportable torment; th^; Ite had left^ 

E;nglan4; withpui; hicj^ipg hia^.. adieu, or 
cyen infpijnipg hii:% thjE^t (he was gone. 

The two ch%ife^ w^re now ready ; ai^d : 
Godplpltjin. hiaving placed in the firft, Mrs. 

Stafford 



Stafford and her younger children, ap- 
proached Emmelme to lead her to the 
fecond, in which (he was to accompany the 
elder. He ftopped a tnottient as they were 
quitting the room, and faid^— ** I cannot, 
*^ Mifs Mowbray, bid you adieu till you 
** fay you forgive me for the impertinence 
*^ of my queftions." 

** For impertinence ?" anfwered Emme- 
linc, giving him her hand — ^* I cannot 
*^ forgive you, bccaufe I know not that you 
'* have been guilty of it. Before I go> 
•* however, allow me to thank 3rou moft 
•* fincerely for the protection you have af* 
" forded us.'' 

" Anil not one word,'^ cried he, ^^ not 
** one parting good wifh to your little 
** protegi -^to my poor William ?'* 

^^ Ah! I fend him a thoufand,'* an* 
fwered Emttielint. 

*^ And one laft kifs which I will carry 
** him." She fufFered him to falutc 
her; and then he hajftily led her towards 
the chaife ; and, as he put her in, faid very 

folemnly— ^ 
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folemnly — ^" Let me repeat my wifhes^ 
*^ Madam, that wherefoever : you are^ 
" you may enjoy felicity — felicity which 
*' / jQhiall never again know; and that 
^' Mr. Delamere-^the fortunate Dela-» 
*^ mere—may be as fenfible of your value 



'' as -/^ 



Emmeline, to avoid hearing this kx^-' 
tence concluded, bade the chaife proceed* 
, k inftantly did fo with all the velocity a 
French poftillion could give it; and hardly 
allowed her to obferve the mournful coun- 
tenance and defponding air with>v^hich 
Godolphin bowed to her, as (he, waving 
her hand, again bade him adieu ! 

The travellers arrived in due time fafe at 
Rouen, where Mrs. Stafford found that 
her hufband had been prevented meet- 
ing her, by the neceffity he fancied him- 
felf under to watch the early nefts of his 
canary birds, of which he had now made 
a Jarge coUedtion, and whofe encreafe he 
watched with greater folicitude than the ar- 
rival of his family. Mrsi Stafford faw with 

an 
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^neyp of hopcirfs regret a new fourceof 
expence and abfurdity opened ; but know- 
illgthat complaints were more likely to 
produce ang^ and refentment in his mind, 
thm any alteration in his condud:, (he wasr 
obliged to ccmceal her chagrin, and to take 
pofl'effion of the gloomy chateau which her 
huihaQdhad chofenforherrefulcnce^ about 
fuc . miles from Rouen ; while Emmeline 
with her ufiul equality of? temper trial to 
reconcile herfelf toher new abode, and 
(haxe. and relieve the fatigue and uneafi-^ 
ne6 of her friend^ She found the adivity 
(he wa6 for this purpole compiled to 
exert, aflbaged afed diverted, that- pain 
which flie now could no longer hope to 
conquer^ tho'^ (he had not yet had the 
courage to afeertain-, by a narrow exami* 
nation of her heart in regard to Godol* 
phin, that it Would be removed no more. 

On the' evening after he had bade 
her adieu, Godolphin embarked in d:e 
pacquet which was on it's departure to 
England* . The weather, tho* cold, was 

calm ; 



^calrn; and he fat down cm the decki 
%here, after they had got &. feW leagued 
from France, all was profoundly qiriet* 
Only the man at the helm and one fai- 
lor were awake on boardi The vefTel 
glided thro' the expanfe of water ; white 
the fouji of Godolphin fled back to Em- 
ineline, and dwelt with lingering fondnds 
i&nthc objed df all it's ^ffc^itiom 



\ 
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CHAPTER XI. 



V 



EMMELINE having thus quitted 
England, and Delamere appearing 
oHo longer to think of her, the Crofts,' 
who had brought about an event fo de- 
fireable for Hord Montreville, thought it 
time to claim the reward of fuch eminent 
fervice. 

Mifs Delamere, in meeting Lady Weft- 
haven at Paris, had feverely felt all the 
difference of their fituation ; and as ftic 
had repented of her clandeftine union al- 
nioft as foon as ftie had formed it, the 
comparifon between her fifter's huft^and 
and her own had embittered her temper, 
never very good, and. made her return .to 
England with reluftance ; where ftie knew 
that ftie could not long evade .acknow- 
ledging her marriage, and taking die in- 
ferior and humiliating name of Mrs. Crofts. 

To avoid returning was however not in 
X her 
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lier power; nor could (he prevail onCrofts to 
delay a declaration which muft be attended 
with circumftances, to her moft mortifying 
and unpleafant. But impatient to demand 
a daughter of Lord Montreville as his 
wife ; and ftill more impatient to receive 
twelve thoufand pounds, which was hers 
independant of her father, he would hear of 
no delay ; and the prefent opportunity of 
conciliating Lord and Lady Montreville, 
was in the opinion of all the Crofts* family 
not. to be negleded. 

Sir Richard undertook to difclofe the 
affair to Lord Montreville, and to parry 
the firft efFufions of his Lordfliip's anger 
by a yery common, yet generally fuccefsful 
ftratagem, that of afFedting to be angry 
firft, and drowning by his own clamours 
' the complaints of the party really injured. 

For this purpofe, he waited early one 
morning on Lord Montreville, and with a 
Countenance where fcornflil fuperiority was 
difmifled for pufiUanimous dejedion, he 
began. 

^* My Lord^-'When I refled and confi- 

Ma "" ^^^ 
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** der and rcrn^mber the innumerable, 
^' invaluable and extraordinary favourSi 
*^ kindneffes and Qbligauon§ I owe yow 
'*^ Lordlhip, my keait bleeds-^and I la-t 
*^ ment aad deplore and regret that: k 
^ is my lot to announce and declare aiid 
^^ difcover, what; will I ftar give iftftaito 
*^ concern and diftf efs anduneafinefs to 
** you— aiid niy Lgfd— ^■^" 

" What k all thi$. Sir Richard?'' cried 
Lord Mpntreville, haftily interf upttnghio^i 
— -^^ Is Delamere married ?'* 

^* Heaven forbid r* anfwered the hypo- 
critical Crofts.-**" Badj aiid umvelcomej 
*' and painful a$ wHat I hftve to fay is, i{ 
'** does not amount, or aiifeto that misfor- 
^^ tune and calaipity-'' 

*' Whatever it is Sir/* faid his Lord* 
ihip impatiently, " let m^ lw?ur it at c^ice* 
'** --Is it a diftniffion from TOy office ?*- 

^' Never, I hope !" replied Sir Richard, 
** At leaft, for tpa^y year? to cofla^, m^y 
*^ this country not k^<>w and feel andbq 
•*' fenfible of fuch a lofs, deprivation aacj 
*' 4tfedioa. My I,iord, my prefenf con- 

** cera 
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•♦ cern is of A V^y dlflfe^ht i^atu^e ; and I 
•' do affure and proteft to your Lordlhip 
** that AO tintie ttOr intreaties nor perfua- 
*^ fion will et'dFfe and obliieratc and wipe 
*^ away frottt iliy tnind^ the injury and 
^^ prejudice the pai1:i<e^ have done mt^ by 
u thus—-—'" 

** Keep^rtie no Idhger ih fufpenre!''^ 
almoft angrily, cried Lord Moritreville. 

•^ Mr. Groffe, tityLxMs -Mr. Grofts is,. 

^ Ifind, marrted!** 

** To my daughtii-i^ Sk ^ki(Jhard;--h it 
*< n<>t'fo?^^ 

" He is indeed, my Lord ! and from this 
^^ moment I difclaiifn, and renounce and 
^ proteft againft him ; for my Lord ■ < ■ '* 

Sir Richard continijed his harangue, to 
which Lord Montreville dtd not fee;m to 
attend. He was a moment filent, and 
dien. faid — 

*^^ I haye been more to blame than the 
^^ parties.—*! might have forefeen this^. 
'^ But I thought Fanny's pride a fufficient 
*^^ defence againft an inferior alliance.. 

M 3^ ^^ Pray 
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*• Pray Sir, does Lady Mdntreville know 
*^ of this marriage ?" 

Sir Richard then jclated all that his foil 
had told him; interlarding his account 
with every circumftance that might induce 
his Lordlhip to believe he was himfelf en- 
tirely ignorant of the intrigue. Lord Mon- 
treville, however, knew too much of man- 
kind in general, and of the Crofts' in par- 
ticular, to give implicit credit to this artful 
recital. But Sir Richard was now become 
fo neceflary to him, and they had Co many 
fecrets in common of great confequence to 
the political reputation of both, that he 
could not determine to break with him. 
He confidered too that refentment could 
not unmarry his daughter ; that the lineal 
honours of his family could not be affefted 
by her marriage ; and that he owed the 
Crofts' fome favour for having counterafted 
the indifcretion of Delamere. Determin- 
ing therefore, after a (hoit ftruggle, to facri- 
fice his pride to his politics, he difmifled 
Sir Richard with infinitely lefs appearance 
of refentment than he cxpeded ; and after 

long 
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long contention' with the furious and iraf- 
cible pride of his wife, prevailed upon her 
to let her daughter depart without her ma- 
kdidion. She would not fee Crofts, or 
pardon her daughter; protefting that (he 
never could be reconciled to a child of 
Jiers, who bore fuch an appellation as 
** Mrs. Crofts.^^ Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, the Marquifatc which Lord Montre- 
villc had been fo long promifed was to be 
granted him. But his wife could not bear 
that , by affuming a title which had be- 
longed to the Mowbray family, (a point 
he particularly vvilhed to obtain) he (hould 
drop or render fecondary thofe which he 
derived from i&^r anceftors. Wearied by 
her perfecution, and accuftomed to yield to 
her importunity, he at length gratified her, 
by relinquiQiing the name he wiflied to 
bear, and taking the title of Marquis of 
MontreviUe, while his fon aiTumed that of 
Vifcount Delamere. This circumftance 
feemed more than any other to reconcile 
Lady MontreviUe to her eldeft daughter, 
whofe furname fhe could evade, under 

M 4 ^^ 
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the more facisfadory appetlation of Ladf 
Frances. She was now therefore admitted 
to her n>other*s prefence.. Crofts received an 
haughty and reluftant pardon ; and fome de^ 
gree of tranquillity ^asfeftoredto the noble 
houfe of Mowbray-Deiamere ; while the 
Crofts*, more elated and confequential than 
before, behaved as if they had inherited 
and deferved the fortune and fplendor that> 
furrounded them : and th^ table, the build- 
ings, the furniture of Sir Richard, vied ia 
expence and magnificence with thofe of 
. the moft aflBuent of the nobility^ 

Lord Delamere, to whom the acquifitioa 
of a title could offer nothing in mitigation 
of the anguifh inflifted by difappointed 
love, was now at Dublin ; where, immedi- 
ately on his arrival^ he had enquired for. 
Colonel Fitz-Edvvard at the houfe of his 
brother Lord CancarryU 

As the family were in the country, and 
only a fervant in it, he could not for fome 
days obtain the information he w^ted. He 
heard,however,thatLord Clancarryl was very 
foon exp^<5tQd, and for his arrival he deter-. 

mined 
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mined to wait. In this interval of fufpenfe, 
he heard from a correfpondent in England, 
that Mifs Mowbray had not only difap- 
peared from Woodfield, but had aftually 
Quitted England ; and was gone no one 
knew precifely whither ; but it was gene- 
rally fuppofed to Francfei 

Tho' he had fworn in bittetnefs of heart 
to drive for ever from it this perfidious 
and fatal beauty, itfeemed as if forgetting 
his refolution, he had in this intelligence 
received a new injury. He ftill fancied that' 
ftie (hould have told him of her defign to. 
quit England, without recollefting that he 
flad given her no opportunity to fpeak to 
him at all. 

Again he felt his anger towards Fitz- 
Edward animated almoft to madnefs ; and 
^gain impatiently fought to haften a meet- 
ing when he might difcufs with him all the 
mifchief he had fuftained. 

Lord Clancarryl coming for a few 
days to Dublin, found there letters from 
Ilord Montreville, in which his Lordfiiip 
befpoke for his fon the acquaintance of the 

M 5 Clancarrxl 
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Clancarryl family. Defirbus of (hewing 
every attention to a young man fo nearly 
connefted with his wife's family, by the 
marriage of her brother Lord Wefthaven 
to his younger lifter, and related alfo to 
himfelf, Lx)rd Clancarryl immediately fought 
Delamere ; and was furprifed to find, that 
inftead of receiving his advances with 
warmth or even with politenefs, he hardly 
returned them with common civility, and 
feettied to attend to nothing that was faid» 
The firft paufe in the converfation, how- 
ever, Delamere took advantage of to en- 
quire after Colonel Fitz-Edward. 

" My brother,'" anfwered Lord Clan- 
carryl, " left us only three days ago.** 

" For London, my Lord ?** 

^* No ; he is gone with two other friends 
'^ on a kind of pleafurable tour. They 
" hiied a floop at Cork to take them to 
" France.'* 

^* To France !** exclaimed Delamere—^ 
** Mr. Fitz-Edward gone to France ?** 

" Yes,** replied Lord Clancarryl, fome- 
ifv.hat wondering at the furprife Delamere 

exprefled— • 



6C 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 25I 

expreffed — ^^ and I promoted the plan as 
^' much as 1 could ; for poor George is, I 
** am afraid, in a bad ftate of health; his 
*^ looks and his fpirits are not what thfey 
^' ufed to be. Chearful company, and 
" this little tour, may I hope reftore them. 
*^ But how happens it that he knew not, 
Sir, of your return ? He was perfuaded 
you were ftill abroad ; and expreffed 
fome pleafure at the thoughts of meeting 
you when you leaft expected it/* 

No, no, my Lord,'* cried Delamere, 
in a voice rendered almoft inarticulate by 
contending paffions— '' his hope was not 
'^ to meet fne. He is gone with far other 
" defigns/' 

*' What defigns, Lord Delamere ?** 
gravely alked Lord Clancarryl. 

'^ My Lord,'* anfwered- Delamere^ re- 
coUefting liimfelf, ^^ I mean not to trouble 
•^ you on this matter. 1 have fome bufi- 
*^ hefs to adjuft with Mr. Fitz-Edward ; 
^^ and fince he is not here, have only to 
'^ .requeft of your Lordftiip information 
f ^ when he returns, or whither a letter may 
'' follow him?" 

M 6 •'^^^^v 
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** Sir/' returned Lord Clancarryl witfe 
great gravity, ^* I believe I can anfwer for 
** Colonel Fitz-Edward*s readinefs to fet- 
** tie afrjf hujmtfs- you may defire to adjuft 
•' with him ; and I wifti, fince there is 
*^ bufinefs between ye, that 1 coiild name 

the time when you are likely to meet 

him. All, however, I can decidedly 
** fay is, that he intends going to Paris^ 
*^ but that his flay in France will not ex- 
*^ ceed five or fix weeks in the whole; and 
•^ that fuch letters as I may have occafiou 
** to fend, are to be addrefled to the care 
*^ of Monfieur de Guifiion, banker, at 
*^ Paris/' 

Delamere having received this intelli- 
gence, took a cold leave ; and Lord Clan- 
carryl, who had before heard much of his 
impetuous temper and defeftive education, 
was piqued at his diftant manner, and re- 
turned to his houfe in the country without 
making any farther effort to cultivate his 
friendftiip. 

Debating whether he (hould follow Fitz- 
Edward to France or wiit his return to Ire- 

land> 
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land, Dclamere remained, torn with jea- 
loufy and diflxadted by delay. He wa*. 
convinced beyond a doubt, that Fitz-Ed- 
ward had met Emmeline in France by her 
own appointment. " But let them not,**' 
cried he — ^^ let them not hope to efcape^ 
^^ me ! Let them not fuppofe I will relin- 
** guifti my purpofe 'till I have punifhed* 
*f their infemy or ceaft to feel it ! — Oh,; 
*^ Emmeline ! Emmeline I is it for this I 
** purfued — for this I won thee !*' 

The violence of thofe emotions he felc 
after Lord ClancarryTs departure, fubfided' 
only becaufe he had no one to liften to, no 
one to anfwer him. He determined, as 
Lord Clancarryl feemed fo certain of his- 
brother's return in the courfe of fix weeks, 
to wait in Ireland 'till the end of that period, 
fince there was but little probability of hia 
meeting him if he purfued him to France^ 
He concluded that wherever Emmeline 
was, Fitz-Edward might be found alfo^ 
but the refidence of Emmeline' he knew 
not, nor could he bear a moment to think 

that he might fee them together. 

The 
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The violence of his refentment, far from 
decUning, feemed to refift all die checks 
it's gratification received, and to burn with 
accumulated fury. His nights brought 
only tormenting dreams ; his days only a 
repetition of unavailing anguifli. 

He had feveral acquaintance among 
young men of fafhion at Dublin. With 
them he fometimes aflbciated ; and tried to 
forget his unfeafinefs in the pleafures of the 
table ; and fometimes he Ihunned them 
entirely, and (hut himfelf up to indulge 
his difquict. 

In the mean time, Lady Clancarryl was 
extremely mortified at the account her huf- 
band gave her of Delamere's behaviour. 
She knew that her brother. Lord Weft- 
haven, would be highly gratified by any 
attention (hewn to the family of his wife ; 
particularly to a - brother to whom Lady 
Wefthaven was fo much attached. She 
therefore entreated her Lord to overlook 
Dplamere's petulance, and renew the invi- 
tation he had given him to Lough Carryl, 
But l^s Lord(hip, difguftedwith the recep- 
tion 
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tjon he had before met with, laughed', and 
defired her to try whether ber civilities 
would be more gracioufly accepted. Lady 
Ciancarryl therefore took the trouble to go 
herfelf to Dublin ; where fhe fo preflingiy 
infifted on Delamere's paffing a fortnight 
with' them, that he could not evade the in- 
vitation without declaring his animofity 
againft Fitz-Edward, and his refolution to 
demand fatisfadlion — a declaration which 
could riot fail of rendering his purpofe, 
abortive. He returned, therefore, to Lough 
Carryl with her Ladyfhip ; meaning to flay 
ooly a few_days, -and feeling hurt at being 
thus compelled to become the inmate of a 
family into which he might fo foon carry 
grief and refentment. 

Godolphin, after his return to the Ifle of 
Wight, abandoned himfelf more than ever 
to the indulgence of his paflion. He foothed 
yet encreafed his melancholy by poetry and 
mufic; and Lady Adelina for fome time 
contributed to nouriOi feelings too much in 
unifon with her own. He now no longer 
affeded to conceal from her his attachment 

to 
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to her lovely friend ; but to her only it was 
known. Her voice, and exquifite tafte, 
be loved to employ in finging the verfes 
he made ; and he would fit hours by her 
pano forti to liear repeated one of the many, 
fpnnets he had written on her who occu- 
pied all hia thought^.. 



S O N N. E T.. 

i 

When welcome dumber fets my fpirit free 
Forth to fidlitious happinefs itflies,. 

And where Elyfiin bowers of blifs arife 

I feem, my Emmclinc— to meet with thee ! ' 

Ah! FarKy then,. diflblving human ties, 
Gives me the wifhes of my fpulto fee ;; 

Tears of fond pity fill thy foftened eyes ; 
In heavenly harmony*-our hearts agree. 

Atas \ thefe joys are mine in dreatoSvalone^ 
When crael reafon abdicates her throne ! 

Her harfli return condemns me to complaiii; 
Thro' life unpitied, unrelieved, unknown. 

And as the dear del iifions leave my brain,. 

She bids the truth recur— with aggravated pain. 

But 
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But Lady Adelina herfelf at length grew 
uneafy at beholding the progrefs of this un-* 
happy paffion. His mind feemed to have 
jioft all its ftrength, and to be incapable of 
making even an effort to fhake off an af- 
feftion which his honour would not allow 
hiim to attempt rendering fuccefsful. His 
fpirits, affected by the liftleft foUtude in 
which he lived, were funk into hopelefs 
defpondence ; and his fifter was every day 
more alarmed not only for his peace but 
for his life* She therefore tried to make 
him determine to quit her, for a ftiort 
abode in London ; but to do that he abfo- 
hitely refufed. Lord Clancanyl had long 
prefTed hirn to go to Ireland : he had hot 
feen his jeldeft fifter for' fome years ; and 
ardently wifhed to embrace her and her 
children. But Fitz-Edward was at her 
houfe ; and to meet Fitz-Edward was irti- 
poffible. Lady Clan<:arryl, deceived by a 
plaufible ftory, which had been framed to. 
account for Lady Ad^lina's abfence, was», 
as well as her Lord, entirely ignorant of 
the Ihare Fitz-Edward had in. it.. They 
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believed it to have been occafioned folely 
by her antipathy to Trelawny, and her fear 
leaft her relations (hould infift on her again 
refiding with him : and it was neceflary 
that nothing (hould be faid to undeceive 
them. 

Godjolphin had therefore been obliged to 
form feveral excufes to account for his de- 
clining the preffing invitations he received ; 
and he found that his eldcft fifter was al- 
ready much hurt by his apparent negleft,. 
In one of her laft letters^ (he had men* 
tioned that Fitz-Edward was gone ta 
France ; and Lady Adelina pointed out to 
Godolphin feveral paflages which convinced 
him he had given pain by his long abfence 
to his beloved Camilla, and prevailed upoa 
him to go to Ireland* He arrived there- 
fore at Lough Carry 1 two days after his (ifter 
had returned thither with Lord Delamere. 
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CHAPTER XIL 



MR* Godolphin was extremely fur-r 
prifed to find in Ireland, Delamere, 
the happy Delamere ! who he fuppofed had 
long fince been with Emmeline, waiting the 
fortunate hour that was to unite them for 
ever. A very few weeks now remained of the 
ye^r which he had promifed to remain un- 
married ; yet inftead of his being ready to 
attend his bride to England, to claim in 
the face of the world his father's confent* 
he was lingering in another country, where 
he appeared to have come only to indulge 
dejedtion; for he frequ^tly fled from 
fociety, and when he was in it, forgot him^^ 
felf in gloomy reveries. 

Nobody knew why he came to Ireland, 
unlefs to fatisfy a curiofity of which nothings 
appeared to remain ; yet he ftill continued 
there ; and as Lord and Lady ClanCarryl 
were now ufed to his lingular humour, they 
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never enquired into it's caufc ; while he> 
flattered by the regard of two perfons fo 
amiable and refpe^able, fiiffered not his 
enmity to Fitz- Ed ward to interfere with the 
faticfaftion he fometimes took in their 
fociety ; tho' he oftetier paft the day al- 
moft entirely alone. Godolphin could not 
reprefs the atlKious curiofity he felt, to know 
What, at this period, could feporate lovert 
whofe union appeared fo certain. But this 
curiofity he had no means of fatisfying.. 
Lady Clancarryl had heard nothing of h». 
engagement, or any hint of his approaching; 
marriage; and tho' he was on all other 
topics, \lirhen he tnt«:ed at all into conver- 
fation, remark-ably open and unguarded, 
he fpoke hot in company of any thing that- 
ijelated to hinifelf. 

He fcemed, however,, to feek a elofer in*- 
timacy with Godolphin^, whofe excellent 
chlrafter he had often heard,, and whofe* 
appeai*ance and converfation confirmed all* 
tjtat had been reported^ m his favour.. 
Godolphin neidier courted him or evaded' 
his adv:inQes ; but could not help looking^ 

^ witha 
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with aftoniftiment on a man, who on the 
point of being the hufband of the mcA 
lovely woman on earth, could faunter in a 
CQuntry where he appeared to have neither 
attachments or fatisfa6tion. Sometimes he 
ahnoft ventured to hope that their engage- 
ment was diijblved. But then recoUeding 
that Lady AdeUna had affured him the pro» 
mife of Empielinewas fl:i|l uncancelled, he 
checked fo flattering an iHufioq, and re- 
tufped again tp uncertainty :ai:id defppn^^ 
dence. 

On the third day rafter Qodolphip^s ar- 
rival, Dol^mere, who intended to return to 
Dublin the following morning fave qnci 
joined Lady Glancarryl and her broriief 
in the draving-woiu^ iflOTie4iatdy after 
dinner. 

Godolphitt, on accQl^nt of the e^cpot^ed 
ratua^n of Fit^^Edward^ hod determined to 
make ouly^ a jQbo|t fta^5« aj Loygh Canylf 
He wiflied tQ carry with him to his own 
houfe, portraits of his lifter and her Q\nU 
dten ; ^d wa$ eiiprefling to hej thi$ wilh-i^ 
*^ I ihauld like tQ haw them," faid he. 
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*^ in a large miniature ; the fame fize a$ 
^* one I have of Adelina." 

*' Have you then a portrait of Adelina/* 
enquired Lady Clancarryl, *^ and have not 
*^ yet (hewn it me ?" 

" I have," anfwered Godolphin ; " but 
*' my fifter hkes not that it (hould be feen. 
•* It is very like her now ; but has little 
** refemblance to her former piftures. This 
*' is painted by a young lady, her friend/* 
He then took it out of his pocket, and gave 
it to Lady ClancarryL 

'^ And is Adelina fo thin and pale,'* 
^ed her Ladyfhip, ^' as (he is here reprc- 
fented?'* 

** Morefo,** anfwered Gddolphin. 

^^ She is then greatly changed.*— Yet 
*^ the eyes and features, and the whole air 
*' of the countenance, I (hould immediately 
^' have acknowledged." Continuing to 
look pen(ively at the pifture, (he added, 
^^ 'Tis charmingly coloured ; and might 
*^ reprefent a very lovely and penitent 
" Magdalen. The black veil, and tearful 
*^ eye, are beautifully touched. But why 

"did 
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** did you indulge her in this melancholy 
'* tafte ?". 

Godolphin*, excefli vely hurt at this fpeech, 
ijuifwered mournfully — ^' Poor Adelina, 
*^ you know, has had little reafon to be 

'' gay." 

Delamere, who during this converfation 
feemed loft in his own reflections, now fud- 
jdenly .advanced, and defired Lady Clan- 
joarryl would favour him with a fight of the 
pidlure. He took it to a candle ; and look- 
ing fteadily on it, wasftruck.with thelight- 
nefs.of the drawing, which extremely re- 
fembled the portraits Emmeline was accuf- 
tomed to make ; tho' this was more highly 
iiniflied than any he had yet fcea of hers. 

Without being able to account for his 
idea, fince nothing was more likely than 
that the drawing of two perfons* might re- 
femble each other, he looked at the back 
of the pifture, which was of gold ; and in 
4:he centre a fmall oval chryftal contained 
ihe words Em. Mowbray^ in hair, and under 
it the nanie of j^elina Trelawny. It was 
indeed a memorial of Emmehne's affedion 



to her friend ; and the name was in hit 
own hair ;-^a circumftance that made it as 
dear to Godolphin, as the Ukenefs it bor6 
to her lifter : and the whole was rendered lA 
his eyes ineftimable, by its being psunted 
by herfelf. Delamere, aftonifhed and pained 
he knew not why, determined to hear from 
Godolphin himfelf the name of the paintrefs> 
returning it to him, he faid-^*^ A lady, 
'* you fay, Sir, drew it. May I a& h«r 
.*^ name ?'* 

Godolphin, now firft aware of the indif- 
x^retion he had • committed, and flattering 
himfelf that the chryftal had not been in- 
Ipefted, anfwered with ^n affeftation of 
pleafantry— ^* Oh! I believe it is a fecret 
^^ between my lifter and her firiend, which 
^ I have no rig^ to reveal; and t<l 
^^ tell you the truth I teized AdeUiia to 
** give mc the pidure, and obtained k 
^^ only on condition of not fliewing it/' 

Delamere, who had fo often fwom to 
forget her, ftill fancied he had a right to be 
isxclulively acquainted w^th all that related 
to Enuneline. He ftk himielf piqued by 

this 
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this evafion, and anfwered Ibmewhar 
quickly-—*^ I know the drawing, Sir ; it is 
" done by Mifs Mowbray." 

Godolphin was then compelled to au- 
fwer ^' that it was/' 

" .1 envy Mifs Mowbray her charming 
*^ talent,'* cried Lady Clancarryl." ^^ Pray 
*^ who is Mifs Mowbray ?'' 

*^ A relation of Lord Delamere's," an- 
fwered Godolphin ; ^^ and a mofl: lovely 
*^ and amiable young woman." 

Delamere, whofe varying countenarree 
iH feconded his attempt to appear indifferent 
on this fubjeft, now grew pale, now red. 

" Are you acquainted then with Mifs 
*^ Mowbray, Sir?" faid he to Godolphin. 

^^ I have feen her," replied Godolphin, 
'^ with my filler. Lady Adelina Tre- 
*^ lawny." 

He then hurried the difcourfe to foitie 
other topic ;. being unwilling to anfwer ahy 
other queftions that related either to his 
ffiler or her friend. ' ' * ■ 

But Delamere, whofe wounds bled afrdH 
at the name of Emmeline, and who coMd 

Vol. III. N ^^\. 
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not refift enquiring after her of a perfon 
who had fo lately feen her, took the earliefl: 
opportunity of feeking Godolphin to renew 
*=this difcourfc. 

They met therefore the following morn- 
ing in the breakfaft parlour ; and Delamerc 
tfuddenly turning the converfation from the- 
topics of the day, faid—*^ You are, I find, ac- 
quainted with Mifs Mowbray. You may 
perhaps know that fhe is not only a rela- 
*' tion of mine, but that I was particularly 
^^ intercfted in whatever related to her.'* 

Godolphin, whofe heart fluttered fo as 
almofl: to deprive him of fpeech, anfwered 
Tery gravely— ^* Lhave h^ard- fo from Mrs* 
^' Stafford." 

*' Th^en you know, perhaps . But 
^* you are undoubtedly well acquainted 
*' with Cx)lonel Fitz-Edward?'* 

^* Certainly," replied Godolphiiu ^^ He 
*** was one of my moft intimate fi?iends/' 

^^ Then Sir," cried Delamere> lofing all 
temper, ^^ one of your mpft intimate friends 
** is A villain,]** 
Qodoiphin^ ihocked. a; an es^refiion 

which 
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which gave him reafon to apprehend Lady 
Adelina's ftory was known/anfwered with 
great emotion—** You wilt be fo good> 
^* my Lord, as to explain that aflercion ; 
^^ which, whatever may be it's truth, is very 
^ extraordinary when made thus abruptly 
« tome/' 

** You are a man o^ honour, Mr. Godoi* 
^* phin, and I will not conceal from you 
^^ the cruel injuries I have fiiftained from 
** Fitx-Edward, noi* that I wart here only 
" to have an opportunity of telling him 
** that I bear them not tamely." He then 
related, in terms equally warm and bit* 
ter, the fuppofed alienation of Emme- 
line's afFedtions by the artifices of Fitz- 
Edward, enumerated all the imaginary- 
proofs with which the invidious artifices 
of the Crofts' had flirniftxed him, and 
concluded by afferting^ that he had him- 
felf feen, in the 'arms of Emmeline, a 
living witnefs of her ruin and the perfidy . 
of his faithlefs friend* 

To this detail, including as it did the 
real hiftory of his fifter under the faUe colours 
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in which the Crofts' had drcft it to xiiiflead 
Delamere and ddftroy Emmehne, Godol- 
phin liftened with fenfations impoflible to 
be defcribed. He cotild not hear without 
horror the charafter of Emmeline thus 
oruelly blafted ; yet hervindication he could 
not undertake without revealing to a 
ftranger the unhappy ftory of Lady Adelina^ 
which he had with infinite difficulty con- 
cealed even from his own family. 

The fiery and impatient fpirit of Dela- 
mere blazing forth in menace and inveftive,' 
gave Godolphin time to colled: his thoughts ;' 
and he almoft immediately determined,^ 
whatever it coft him, to clear up the fepu-- 
tation of Emmeline. 

Tho' he fav7, that to explain the whol6 
' affair muft: put the chara(5ter of his filler/ 
which he had been fo foliciious to prefer ve, 
into the power of an iticonfiderate young 
man, yet he thought he might truft to the 
honour and humanity of Delamere to keep 
the fecret ; and however mortifying fuch 2u 
meafure appeared, his juftice as well as his 
Jbve would not allow him. td fliifcioche in- 

: ' uQcent 
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nocent Emmeline to remain under an im- 
putation which ftie had incurred only by 
her generous and difinterefted attentions ta 
the weaknefs and mi*sfortunes of another. 

But refblutely as he bore the pain of thefe 
refledtions, he flirunk from others with 
which they were mingled. He forefaw, 
that as foon as the jealoufy of Delamere 
was by his information removed; his love, 
which feemed to be as paffionate as ever^ 
would prompt him to feek a reconciliation. 
His repentance would probably be followed 
by Emmeline's forgiveriefs and their imme- 
diate union. 

Parewel then for ever ta all the hopes he 
had nouriftied fince his unexpected meet- 
ing with Delamere ! — Farewel to every ex.- 
pedlation of happinefs for ever ! 
. But tho' in relinquifhing thefe delightful- 
riiions he relinquiflied all. that gave a valucf- 
to life, fo truly did he love and revere her, 
that to have the fpotlefs purity of her name 
fullied even by a doubt feemed an infup-* 
portable injuftice to himfelf ; and his affec- 
tion was of a nature too noble to owe it's 

N.3 ' ^nm:.^^^ 
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fuccc6 to a mifreprefcntation injurious to 
it's objeft. That the compaffion which had 
faved his fifter, fhould be the caufe of her 
having fuffered from xht fufpicious malice 
of the Crofts' and the rafh jcaloufy of Dela- 
mere, redoubled all his concern ; and he 
was fo much agitated and hurt, that with- 
out farther confideration he was on the 
point of relating the truth inftantly, had 
not the entry of Lord Clancarryl for that 
time put an end to their difcourfe. From 
this refolution, formed in the integrity of 
his upright heart, nothing could long divert 
him ; yet he reflefted, as foon as he was 
alone, on the violent and ungovernable 
paflionsx which feemed to render Dela- 
mere, unguided by reafon and incapable of 
,hearing it. He was apprehenfive that the 
difcovery, if made to him at Lx)ugh Carry 1, 
might influence him to fay or do fomethiQg 
that might difcover to Lady Clancarryl the 
unhappy ftory of her filler ; an4 he thought 
it better to delay the explanation 'till he 
co\ild follow Delamereto Dublin, which he 
determined to do in a few days after he left 
Lough CarryL 
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This interval gave him time to feel alt 
die pain of the facri&ce he was about ta 
^nak«. Nor could all his ftrength of mind^. 
ahd firmnefs of honour, prevent his re- 
lu<ftan<fe or cure his aiiguiftii. 

He was about to reftore to the arms oF 
his rival, the only woman he had ever really 
loved ; and whom he adored with the moft 
ardent paflion, at the very moment that his* 
Jionour compelled him to remove the im- 
pediments to her marriage with another. 

Sometimes- he thought that he might atr 
?ea{l indulge himfelf iii the melancholy 
|>leafure of relating to her in a letter, what 
he had done, as foon as the explanation 
(hould be made. But even this gratifica- 
tion he at length determined to refufe him- 
felf. 

If (lie loves Delamere,*'Taid he, ** fhe 
will perhaps rejoice in the effedt and for- 
get the caufe. If fhe has, as I have 
'^^ fometimes dared to hope, fome friend- 
^ fhip and efteem for the lefs fortunatis: 
^^ Godolphin,- why (hould I wound'^ a 
^^ heart fo full of fenfibility by relating the 
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•* confliAs of my foul and the paffion I 
*' have vainly indulged ?** 

A latent hope, however, almoft unknowM, 
at leaft unacknowledged, lingered in his 
heart. It was poffible that Emmeline, re- 
fenting the injurious fufpicions and rafli 
accufations of Delamere, might refufe to 
fulfil her engagement. But whenever this 
feeble hope in fpite of himfelf arofe, he re- 
merfibered her foft and forgiving temper, 
her ftri<5t adherence to her word on other 
occafions, and it faded in a conviftion that 
Ihe would pardon her repentant lover when 
he threw himfelf on her mercy ; and not 
evade a promife fo folemnly given, which 
he learned from Delamere himfelf had never 
been cancelled. 

Delamere now returned to Dublin ; and 
in a few days Godolphin followed him, but 
on enquiring at his lodgings he heard that 
he was gone out of town for fome days 
with fome of his friends on a party of plea- 
fure. Godolphin left a letter for him de- 
jfiring to fee him immediately on his return, 
and th?n again refigned himfelf to the 

painful 
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painful delight of thinking of Emmeline, 
and to the confcious fatisfaftion of be- 
coming the vindicator and protestor of her 
honour even unknown to herfelf. 

Emmeline, in the mean time, unhappy in 
the unhappinefs of thofe (he loved, and by- 
no means flatjered by the profpeft of de- 
pendance thro' life, of which Lord Mon- 
treville now made her fee all the drearinefs 
and defolation, by the carelefs and irregular 
manner in which even her fmall quarterly 
ftipend was remitted to her^ yet exeited all 
luer fortitude to fupport the fpirits of Mrs. 
Stafford. Calm in the poflTeffion of confcious 
innocence, and rich in native integrity and 
noblenefs of nature, (lie was, tho' far from 
Imppy herfelf, enabled to mitigate the for- 
rows of others. Nor was her refidence, 
(otherwife difagreeable and forlorn enough ,) 
entirely without it's advantages. It afforded 
her. time and opportunity to render herfelf 
perfedlly miftrefs of the language of the 
country.; of which (he had before only a- 
flight knowledge. To the fludy of lan- 
guages, her mind fo fuccefsfully applied it- 

N 5 felC^ 
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felf, that fhe very foon fpoke and wrote 
French with the correftnefs not oniy of a 
native, but of a native well educated. 

While (he thus fuffered banilhment in 
confequence of the fuccefsfiil intrigues of 
the Crofts' family, they enjoyed all the ad- 
vantages of their profperous duplicity ; at 
leaft they enjoyed all the fatisfaftion that 
arifes from accumulating wealth and an 
oftentatious difplay of it. Sir Richard, by 
the political knowledge his place afforded - 
hiip, had been enabled (by means <rf* trufty 
agents) to carry on fuch fuccefsful traffic in 
the flocks, that he now faw himfelf poffelTed 
of w.ealth greater than his moft fanguine 
hopes hfid ever prcfented to his imagina- 
tion. But as his fortune enlarged, his fpi- 
rit feemed to contraft in regard to every 
thing that did not adminifler to his pride 
or his appetite. In the luiiuries of the ta- 
ble, his houfe, his gardens, he expended 
immenfe fums ; and the aflonifhed world 
faw, with envy and indignation, wealth, 
which feemed to be ill-gotten, as profufely 
fquandered. Bytdead to every generous and 

truly 
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trtily liberal fentiment, thefe expences were 
confined only to himfelf ; and in regard tov 
others he ftill nouriftied the fordid preju- 
dices and narrow fentiments witb which he 
fet out in life — a needy adventurer, ,trufting 
to cunning and induftry for fcantyand pre- 
carious bread. Mr, Crofts> who had re- 
ceived twelve thoufand pounds with his 
wife, (whofe clandeftine marriage had pre- 
vented it's being fecured in fettlement,) 
ufed it, as his father dire6ted,in gaming in* 
the flocks, with equal' avidity and equal 
fuccefs.^Lady Frances, in having mar- 
ried beneath herfelf, had yet relinquifhed ' 
none of the privileges of high birth, ^ho 
played deep, drelTed in the extremity of 
expence, and was celebrated for the whim- 
fical fplendor of her equipages and the 
brilliancy of her alfemblies. Her hufband 
loved money almoft as well as the fame ac- 
quired by thefe fafliionable difplays of her 
Ladyfhip's tafte ; but on the flighteft hint 
of difapprobation, he was awed into filence : 
by her fcornful indignation; and witli 
alperity bade to obferve, that tho' th^ 

N 6 ^\y^^ 
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daughter of the Marquis of Montrevilk 
had fo far forgotten her jank as to marry 
the fon of Crofts the attorney, (he would 
allow nobody elfe to forget that (he was 
ftill the daughter of the Marquis of Mon- 
trev ille. 

This right honourable eloquence fub- 
dued the plebeian fpirit of Crofts ; while 
he was alfo compelled to fiibmit patiendy, 
Jeaft Lord Montreville (hould be offended, 
and withhold the fortune he farther ex- 
pefted to receive. Lady Frances there- 
fore purfaed the mofl extravagant career 
of diflTipation unchecked* She was young,, 
handfome, and vain ; and faw every day 
iiew occafion to lament having thrown 
herfelf away on Crofts : and as (he could 
not now releafe herfelf from him, (he 
feemed determined to render him at leaft 
a fafhionable hufband. 

Mrs. James Crofts trod as nearly as fhe 
could in the footfteps of Lady Frances; 
ivhofe name (he feemed to take exqui(ite 
pleafure in repeating, tho' it's illuftripus 
pofleffor fcarce deigned to treat her with 

common 
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common civility; and never on any ac- 
count admitted her to any thing but her 
moft private parties, with a few dependants 
and perfons who found the way to her fa- 
vour by adulation. Mrs. James Crofts 
however confoled herfelf for the flights (he- 
received from Lady Frances, by parading 
in all inferior companies with the names of 
her high .and illuflxious relations. And fhe 
employed rhe fame tradefpeople ; laid out 
with them as much money ; and for fome 
time paid them better than Lady Frances 
herfelf. 

Her chariot and job horfeswcre difcarded 
for a fafhionable coach ; her houfe at Clap- 
ham, for ati elegant to\vn refidence. She 
tried-^to hide the approaches of age, by 
rouge ; and drefs and amufements effeftu- 
aily kept off the approaches of thought ; 
her hulband, flowly yet certainly was 
creeping up the hill of preferment; her 
daughters were certainly growing more 
beautiful and accomplilhed than their mo- 
ther ; and Mrs. James Crofts fancied fhe 
was happy, 

CH^?- 
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IT was now early in May ; and in the* 
blooming orchards and extenfive beechi 
woods of Normandy, Emmeline found 
much to admire and fomething to lament.'. 
The Seine, winding thro' the vale and: 
bringing numberlefs (hips and veffeb^ to 
Rouen, furrounded by. hills fringed with . 
fbrefts, the property of the crown, and ex- - 
tending even to that of Arques^.formed a- 
-rich and entcitaining fceiie. But however, 
beautiful the outline, the landfcapc ftilL 
appeared iU finiChed. Dark and ririifous 
Jiovels, inhabited by peafants frequently 
fuffering the extremes of poverty; half" 
cultivated fields, wanting the variegated ' 
enclofures that divide the lands in England; 
and trees often reduced to bare poles to ^ 
fiipply the inhabitants^ with* fewel ; made 
her recoiled with regret the more luxuriant 
and happy featured of Jier native country. . 

The 
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The earth, however, covered with grafs 
and flowers, offered her minute objefts on. 
which flie delighted to dwell; but (he da- 
red not here wander as in England far from' 
home. The women of the villages, who 
in this country are robuft and mafculine,, 
often followed her with abufe for being 
Englifli ; and yet oftener the villagers clat-- 
tered after her in their fabots, and addrefled. 
her by the name of la helle DemeifelleAn^- 
giaife^ with a rudenefs and familiarity that 
at once alarmed and difgufted her. 

The long avenue of fir and beech which- 
led to the chateau^ and the parterre, pota^^ 
gerie, and verger -^^ behind it, were therefore 
the jTcenes of her morning and evening* 
walks. She felt a penfive pleafure in re- 
tracing the lonely rambles fhe ufed to take 
at the fame feafon at Mowbray Caftle;, 
and memory bringing before her the eventS: 
df the two years and an half which had' 
elapfed fincelheleft it, offered nothing that: 
did not renew her regret at having bid 
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it's folitary (hades and unfrequented rocks 
adieu ! 

The idea of Godolphin ftill obtruded it- 
felf continually on her mind : nor could 
ajl her refolution prevent it's obtmding 
with pleafure, tho' (he perpetually con- 
demned herfelf for allowing it to recur tO' 
her at all. Lady Adelina, in her two or 
three laft letters, had not mentioned him 
farther than to fay he was in Ireland ; and 
Emmeline was afliamecl of fuf!ering hep 
thoughts to dwell on a man, whofe prefer- 
ence of her feemed uncertain and perhaps 
accidental, (ince he had neither abfolutely 
declared himfelf when, prefent or fought to 
engage her favour when abfent; and tho* 
(be was now fully perfuaded that of Dela- 
mere (lie (hould hear no more as a lover,, 
yet while her promife remained in his hands 
uncancelled, (he fancied herfelf culpable 
im indulging a partiality for another. 
^ Nor could (he refleft on the jealoufy 
\^hich had. tortured Delamere, and the. pain 
he muft have fuffercd in tearing her from 

his 
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his heart, without mingling with her refent- 
jnent feme degree of pity and forrow. 

She was one afternoon fitting at an open 
window of the chateau^ revolving in her 
mind thefc refledtions, when railing her 
eyes at a fudden noife, (he faw driving 
along the avenue that led to it, an Englilh 
poll chaife and four, preceded by a vulet 
dechamire^ and followed by two livery 
fervants. 

To thofe who are driven by misfortune 
to feek a melancholy afylum in a foreign 
country, there is an inconceivable delight 
in beholding whatever forcibly brings back 
to the memory die comforts and conveni- 
encies of their own. Emmeline, who had 
for many weeks feen only the boors or the 
cun of the village, gazed at Englifli fer- 
vants and EngUfti horfes with as much avi- 
dity as if (he beheld fuch an equipage for 
the firft time. - 

Inftantly however her wonder was con- 
verted into pleafure. Lady Wefthaven 
was aflifted out of the chaifeby a gentle- 
man, whofe iikenefs to Godolphin con- 
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vineed the fluttering heart of Emmclinc^ 
that It was her Lord; and eagerly en- 
quiring for Mifs Mowbray, (he was im- 
mediately in her arnxs. 

As foon as the joy (in which Mrs. Staf- 
ford partook,) of this unexpefted meeting 
had a little fubfided, Lady Wefthaven re- 
lated, that hearing by a letter they had 
received at Paris from Mn Godoiphin, that 
Emmeline was with Mrs. Staffprd in or 
near Rouen, (he had entreated Lord Weft- 
haven to make a journey to fee her. 

^* And I afTure you Emmeline," added 
flie, ^* I had' ncf great difficulty to perfuade 
^ him. His own curiofity went as far as. 
^^ my inclination ; for he has^long wilhed 
^^ to fee this dangerous Emmeline, wha^ 
^ began by turning the head of ;^ brother, 
^ and now I believe has turned the more 
** fage one of foV— for Godolphin's letters 
^' have been filled only with your praifes.**" 

Eknmeline, who had changed colour at 
the beginning of this fpeech, blu(hed more 
deeply at it's conclufion. Involuntary plea- 
fare penetrated her heart to hear that GodoU 
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phln had praifed her. But it was imme- 
diately checked. Lady Weflhaven feemed 
to know nothing of Delamere's defertion ; 
of the hiftory of Lady Adelina (he was un* 
doubtediy Ignorant. How could Emme- 
line account for one, without revealing the 
other? This reflection overwhelmed her 
with confufion, and (he hardly heard the 
affedionate expreflions with which Lady 
Wefthaven teftified her fatisfadion at meet* 
ing her. 

" I truft, my Lord/* faid her Ladylhip,, 
^^ that the partiality which I forefce you 

will feel for my fair coufm for her own 

fake, will not be a little encreafed by 
^' our refemblance.— Tell me, do you 
*' think us fo very much alike ?" 

*^ I never," anfwered he, ^' faw a 
^^ ftronger family likenefs between fillers. 
^^ Our lovely cou(in h^s fomewhat the 
^^ advantage of you in height/' 

^* And in complexion, my Lord, not- 
^^ withflanding the improvement I have 
^^ learned to make to mine in France." 

*^ / (hould not," anfwered his Lord(hip 
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fmiling^ ^' have ventured fuch a remark. 

* I was merely going to add that you have 

* the fame features as Mifs Mowbray, 
' with darker hair and eyes ; if however 

* our charming Emmeli^e had a form 

* lefs attraftive, I have heard enough of 

* her to be convinced that her undeiiland- 
^ ing and her heart juftify all that Lord 

* Delamere or Mr^ Godolphin have faid 
' of her." 

Lady Wefthaven then exprefled her won- 
der that (he had heard nothing of Dela- 
jnere for fome montl^s,— *' And it is moft 
" aftoniftiing to me/' faid fiie to Emme- 
line, ^^ that the month of March fhould 
^' elapfe without ^^«r hearing of liim," 

The diftrefs of Emmeline now redoubled, 
and became fo evident, that Lady Weft- 
haven, convinced there was fomething re- 
lative to her brother of which (he was ig- 
norant, defired her to go with her into ano- 
ther room. 

Incapable of falfehood and detefting con.- 
cealment, yet equally unwilling ta ruin the 
Imputation of the unhappy Adelina with her 

brother's 
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brother's wife, and having no authority to 
divulge a fecret entmfted to her by her 
friend, EinmeHne now felt the cruelleft 
conflift. All fhe could detemiine was, to 
tell Lady Wefthaven in general terms that 
L-ord Delamere had undoubtedly altered 
his intentions with regard to her, and that 
the affair was (he beheved entirely and for 
ever at an end, 

: However anxious her Ladyfhip was to 
know from what ftrange caufe fuch a change 
ofXentiments proceeded, Ihe found Emme- 
line fo extremely hurt that (he forbore at 
prefent to prefs the explanation. Full of 
concern, fhe was returning to the company,' 
baling defired Emmeline to remain and 
compofe herfelf ; when, as (he was leaving" 
the room, (he faid — 

" But I forgoty my deah Emi*neline, to" 
^^ afk you where you firft became ac- 
" quainted with Mr. Godolphin^'\ ^ ' 

* Again deep blulhes dyed the cheeks of 
the fair orphan ; for this /queftiod led di- 
Aftly to tho(e circumftarices (he CouW hot 
relate. :. / ' ^ ^' ' 
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^^ I knew him," anfwcred (he, Cuiker* 
ing as (he fpokc, •* at Bdth.'* 

'* And is he,** enquired Lady Weft- 
haven, '^ fo very channing as his brother 

and his &mily reprcfent him ?" 

He is indeed very agrecaMe,** leplied 
(he— ** very much fo. Extremely pleafant 
'^ in his manner, and in his perfoa very 
** like Lord Wefthaven." 

*^ He neva: told us how he firft became 
^^ acquainted with you ; and to tell you the 
^* truth Elmmeline, if I had not thoi^ht, 
^* indeed known, that you was eng^ed 
** to Lord Delamere, I (hould have thought 
** Godolphin your lover/* 

This fpeech did not ferve to hailen the 
tompofure Emmeline was trying to regain. 
She attempted to laugh it off; but fuc- 
ceeded fo ill, that Lady Weflhaven rejoined 
her Lord and Mr. and Mrs. Stafford, foil 
ofuneafy conjeftures; and Emmeline with 
a dill more heavy heart foon after foi* 
lowed her. 

The prefiing and cameft invitation of 
Mrs% Sufibrd, induced her gucfts to pro- 
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TOife her their company for fome days. 
But Lady Wefthaven was fo aftoniftied at 
lier brother^s defertion of Emmeline, and Co 
defirous of accounting for it without find- 
ing occafion to impute cruelty and caprice 
to him or imprudence and levity to Em- 
meline, that fhe took the earlieft opportu- 
nity of afking Mrs. Stafford, with whom 
flie knew Mifs Mowbray had no fecrets, 
to explain to her the caufe of an event fo 
contrary to her expeftations, 

Mrs. Stafford had heard from Emme- 
line the embarrafirnent into which the 
queftions of Lady Wefthaven had thrown 
lier;^ and with great difficulty at length 
perfuaded her, that fhe owed it to her own 
charafter and her own peace to fufFer hef 
Ladyfhip to be acquainted with the truth. 
That fhe could run no riik. in telling her 
what, for the fake of her Lord (whofe hap- 
pinefs might be difturbed, and whofe life 
hazarded by its knowledge) fhe certainly 
would not reveal. Befides which motives 
to fecrefy, the gentlenefs and hunaanity of 
Lady Wefthaven would, Mrs. Stafford 
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faid, be alone fufficient to fecure Lady 
Adeliria from any poffible ill confequetices 
by her being made acquainted with the 
unhappy ftory, 

Thefe arguments wrung from Emme- 
line a reluftant acquiefcence. And Mrs. 
Stafford related to Lady Wefthaven thofe 
events which had been followed by Dela- 
mere's jealoufy and their feparation. 

The love and regard, which on her firft 
knowledge of Emmeline Lady Wefthaven 
had conceived for her, and which her ad- 
mirable qualities had eyer fince encreafed, 
was now raifed to enthufiafm. She knew 
not (for Mrs Stafford and Emmeline were 
thcmfelves ignorant) of the artful mifre- 
prefentations with which the Crofts' had 
poifoned the mind of her brother ; and was 
therefore aftonifhed at his fufpicions and 
grieved at his raftinefs. She immediately 
propofed writing to him; but this defigii 
both hef friends befought her for the pre- 
fcrit to relinquifli. Emmeline affured her 
that ihe had fo long confidered the affair as 
totally at an end, that fhe could not now 



regret 



THE ORPHAN OF thE CASTLE. 289 

regret it ; or if flie felt any regret, it was 
merely in refigning the hope of being re- 
ceived into a family of which Lady Weft- 
haven was a part. Her Ladyfliip could 
not however believe that Emmeline was 
itally indifferent to her brother; and ac- 
counted for her prefent coldnefs by fup- 
pofing her piqued and offended at his be- 
haviour, for which (he had fo much reafon. 

Anxious therefore to reconcile them, flic 
Hill contmued defirous of writing to Dela- 
mere. And fo much did her affectionate 
heart dwell on the happinefs ftie ftiould 
have in re -uniting her brother and her 
friend, that only the difficulty which there 
feemed to be in vindicating Emmeline 
without injuring Lady Adellna^ withheld her; 
and flie promifed to delay writing 'till means 
could be found to clear up the reputation of 
the one without ruining that of the other. 

Lord Wefthaven had, during his ftay, 
learnt from Mrs. Stafford the circumftances 
that had driven her and her family abroad ; 
and had heard them with a fincere wifli to 
alleviate the inconveniences that oppreffed 

Vol. UU O ^^^xxv^w^. 
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a woman whofe manners and conduft con- 
vinced him (lie deferved a better fate. 
Unwilling however to hold out to her hopes 
that he was not fure he (hould be able to 
fulfil, he contented himfelf with procuring 
from Emmeline general information of the 
ilate of their affairs, and filently medi- 
tated the noble projecSt of doing good, as 
foon as it (hould be in his power. 

Her children, for whofe fake only (he 
feemed to be willing to fupport with pa- 
tience her unfortunate lot, were objects par- 
ticularly interefling to Lord Weftliaven; 
and for the boys he thought he might, 
on his return to Eajgland, aflift in pro- 
viding. To their father, confpling him- 
felf in trifling follies and dirty intrigues 
for his misfortunes, it feemed rnore diffi- 
cult to be ferviceable. 

While thefe benevolent purpofes en- 
gaged his attention, Lady Wefthaven re- 
fledled with regret on her approaching 
departure,, which muft divide her from 
Emmeline, whom (he feemed now to love 
with redoubled afFedion. His Lordfhip^^ 

ever 
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fev^r folicitous to gratify her, propofed that 
Emtneline (hould go with them into Swit- 
zerlami wkh the Baron de St. Alpin, his 
LiOrdfliip^s nncle ; who, after a Hfe paffed 
mdiefervice ofFmnc^, now prepared to 
redre to his iiative coui^ry* 

The Baron had Teen his ftephew at Paris* 
He had embraced with tranfport the fon of 
a beloved lifter^ and infifted on his and 
Lady Wefthaven's going back with him 
to his eftate in the Pais de Vaud, as foon 
as he (hould have the happinefs of being 
rejoined by his only fon, the Chevalier de 
Bellozane, who was expefted with his tegU • 
ment from Martinique. Lord Wefthaveh^ " 
on his firft vifit to the paternal houfe.of 
his mother, had found there only one of 
her lifters, who, with the Baron, were the 
iaftfurvivors of a numerous family. He 
could not therefore refift his uncle's earneft 
entreaties to accompany him back; and 
Lady W^fth^ven, Who was charmed with 
^e manners of tht refpeftable veteran and 
interefted by his afftftion for her Lord^i 
readily confented to delay her return to 
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England for three months and to crqls 
France onc€ more to attend, him. 

To have. Emmehne her companion in 
fuch a journey fe^med to offer all that could 
render it charn;iing. But how could (he 
afk her to quit Mrs. Stafford, to whom (he 
had been fo much obliged; and who in 
her prefent melancholy folitude feemtd 
more than ever to need her coDfolat<)ry 
friendQiip. 

Her Ladylhip however ventured tomfcn-t 
tion it to Emmelihe; who anfwered^ that 
tho' nothing in the world would give her 
more pleafure than being with fuch friend^ 
fhc could not, without a breach of duty 
which it was impoffible to think ofy quit 
Mrs. Stafford, to whom llie was bound by 
gratitude as well a$ by affeftion. 

, LordWefthaven acquicfced in thejuflice 
of this objeftion, but undertook to remove 
it by rendering the fituation of her friend 
fuch as would make a (hort abfeilce oii 
both (ides more fupportable. 

He therefore in his next con verfartion 
with Stafford reprefentecj the inconvc^toae 

:. of 
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of a houfe fo fai' from a town, and how 
much better hi^ family would be fituated 
nearei* the metropolis. He concluded by 
bffefing him a houfe he had himfelf hired 
at St. Germains ; which he faid he fhould 
be obliged to Mrs. Stafford and her family 
if they would occupy 'till his return from 
Switzerland. \ And that no objeftion might 
arife as tovcxpence, he added, that confi- 
dering himfelf as Mifs Mowbray's banker* 
he had furniflied her with five hundred 
pounds, with which fti? \ya$ diyfirous of 
repay ing^fpiX^e part of the maiiy bbligations 
jihe owed Mr. and Mrs. Stafford. 

Mrs. Stafford, who faw immpdiately all 
the advantages that might' arife to Emmc- 
line from her refidence with Lady Weft- 
' haven, had on the flighted hint been - 
warmly an advocate for her going. How- 
ever reluftant to part with her, flie fuffered 
not her own gratifications to impede the 
interefl of her fair charge. But (he could 
not prevail on Emmeline to yield to her 
entreaties, *till Lord Welthaven having fet- 
tled every thing for the removal of the 
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family to St. Germains, (he was convinced 
that Mrs. StafFord would be in a pleafknt 
and advantageous fituation ; and that (he 
ought even for the fake of her and her chil- 
dren, whom Lord WeMiaven had fo much 
the power of ferving, to yield to an anahge- 
ment which would fo much oblige him. 

The cbaieau they inhabited was ready 
fumilhed ; their cloaths were ^ eafily re- 
moved; and the StafFords^ and their chii- 
dren fet out at the fame time with Lord 
Wefthaven, his wife, and Emmeline ; who 
having feen them fettled at St. Germains 
greatly to the fatisfaftion of Mrs. Stafford, 
went on to Paris ; where in about a week 
they were joined by the Baron de St. Alpin, 
and the Chevalier de Bellozane. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE Baroil de St. Alpin was a vener 
rable foldier near fixty, in whom 
the natural roughnefs of his country 
was polifhed by a long refidence among 
the French. He was extremely good hu-' 
moured and chearful, and pafTionately fond 
of the Chevalier de Bellozane^ who was the 
youngeft of three fons, the two elder of 
whom had fallen in the field. Tiie mili- 
tary ardour however of the Baron had not 
been buried with them ; . and he ftill en- 
trufted the fole furvivor of his houfe and 
the laft fupport of his hopes, in the (kme 
fervice. 

With infinite fatisfaftion he embraced 
this beloved fon on his return from Marti- 
nique, and with exultation prefented him 
to his nephew, to Lady Wefthaven and 
Mifs Mowbray. The Baron was indeed 
perfuaded that he was the moft accompUlhed 

O 4. ^QViSN5^ 
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young man in France, and had no notion 
that every body did not behold him with 
the fame eyes. 

Bellozane was tall, well made, and hand- 
Ibme ; his face, and yet more, his figure, 
bore fome refemblahce to the Godolphin 
family ; his manners were elegant, his air 

military, his vivacity exceflive, and he was 
fomething of a coxcomb, biit not more 
than is thought becoming to men of his 
profcflion in France at two and twenty. 

Having lived always in the army or in 
fafhionable circles at Paris, he had con- 
ceived no advantageous ideas of his own 
country, where he had not been fince his 
childhood. His father now retiring thither 
hirafelf, had obtained a long leave of ab- 
fence for him that he might go alfo ; but 
Bellozane would willingly have difpenfed 
with the journey, which the Baron preffed 
with fo much vehemence, that he had 
hardly time to modernize his appearance 
after his American campaigns ; a point 
which was to him ^of ferious importance. 

He had therefore with reluftance looked 

forvvaixl 
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forward ta their journey' over tht Alps. 
But as foon as his father (who had met him 
^t Port L'Orient on his laading) introduced 
him at Paris to hi^ EngUfb relations and to 
Eniivneline, th^jouraey feemed not only to 
baveioft it's horrors, t)Ut xo become a de- 
lightful party of pjleal'ure^ and he was happy 
^ .make .the. fourth in the poll coach in 
which X4ady. Wefthaven, Emmeline, and 
her Lady (hip's woman, travelled ; Lord 
-Weflbbaven and the Baron following in a 
poft chaifc* 

Nothing coufd exceed the happinefs of 
the Bai'on, nor the gaiety of his fon. Lord 
-Wefthaven and his wife; tbo' they talked 
^boutit lefs, were not iefs_ple^fed. wiiU 
.their friends and'theiir expedition.; while 
(Emmelihe appeared reftpred to her former 
chearfuliwfs, becaufe flie fivw that they 
wilhed to fte her^ chearfuL , JBut y/henever 
ihe was a moment; ialpne, iiiyokiptary fighe 
fled towards. England ; ^nd Avhenr (lie rer 
mpnxbered how far (he mufl b^irom Lady 
:Adeliria,\from:.littk ^iXXj^n^y : iv\ fhort>. 
from .Godqlphin, how could ftje ;help.tllinkr 
ing. of tliem^witft cO(nc:§m< .,:.?: . . ' '\ 
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During the day, however, the Chevalier 
gave her no time for refleftion. He waited 
on her with the moft afliduous attention, 
watched her looks to prevent her flightdl 
wifties, talked to her inceffantly, befought 
her to teach him En^lifti, and told her all 
he had feen in his travels, and much that 
he had done. A Frenchman talks without 
hefitation of himfelf, and the Chevalier was 
quite a Frenchman. 

Too polite however for exclufive adula- 
tion. Lady Wefthaven Ihared all his flat- 
tery ; and her real character being now 
unreprefled by the feyerity of her mother, 
(he, all gaiety and good humour, was ex- 
tremely amufed with the extravagant gal- 
lantry of the Chevalier and* at Emmeline's 
amazement ; who having been little ufed to 
the manneris of the French, was fome- 
times alarmed and fom'etimes vexed at the 
\varmth of his addrefs and the admiration 
which he profefled towards them both. 

Lady Wefthaven aflbred her that fuch 
convcrfation was fo ufual that nobody ever 
thought of being offended at it; and that 
BcJlozane was grobably fo much ufed to 
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apply the figures of fpeech which (he 
thought fo extraordinary, to every woman 
he faw, that he perhaps knew not himfelf 
and certainly never thought of what he was 
faying. 

Emmehne therefor^ heard from him re- 
peatedly what would from an Englilhman 
have been conlidere^d as an abfolute decla- 
ration of love, wit4iout any other anfwer 
than feeming inattention, and flying as foon 
as poflible to fome other topic. 

In the progrefs of their journey thefe 
common place fpeeches- and this d^fultory 
gallantry was gradually exchanged for a 
deportment more refpeftful. He befought 
Emmeline very fcrioufly to give him an op- 
portunity of fpeaking to her apart ; which 
(he with the utmoft difficulty evaded. His 
extreme gaiety forfook him — die poor 
Chevalier was in love. 

It was in vain he communicated his 
malady to la bdle coujine,, (as- he ufiially 
called Lady Wefthaven) ; la belle coufin^ 
only laughed at him, and told him he had 
according to his own account been fo often 

O 6 v^ 
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in love, tliat this additional penchant could 
not poffibly hurt him, and would merely 
fcrve to prevent what he owned he had fo 
much dreaded, being ^' ennuye a la mfrl^[ 
at St. Alpin. 

When he found the inexorable Lady 
Wefthaven refufed ferioufly to attend to 
him, he applied with new ardour to Em- 
meline herfelf ; to whom his importunity 
began to be diftreffing, as (he forfaw in his ^. 
addrefles only a repetition of the perfecur 
tion (he liad fuflfered from the fiery and im- 
petuous Delamere. Still however (he was 
often obliged to hear him. She could 
liear him only with coldnefs ; which he was 
far from taking as difcouraganent. As 
(lie did not love to think herfelf engaged^ (h^ 
could not ufe that plea, or even name an 
engagement which (he believed might now 
never be claimed by him to whom it was. 
given. All therefore (he could fay was, 
that (he had no thoughts of marrying. 
An anfwer, which however frequently re- 
peated, Bellozane determined to thiiik fa- 
vourablei and Emmeline knew not howi:o 

treat 
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treat with peremptory radenefs the coufin 
of Lord Wefthaven and of Captain Godol- 
phin. 

But whatever diminution of her eafe and 
tranquiihty fhe might fufFer or apprehend 
from the growing attachment of this young 
man, the journey was attended with fo 
many pleafant circumftances that all parties 
were defirous that it might be lengthened. 

Tlie extreme eagernefs with which the 
Baron de St. Alpin had wifhed to revifit 
his eftate, gave way to the pleafures he 
found in travelling in fuch fociety ; and as 
Lady Wefthaven had neyer been farther 
South than Lyons, and Emmeline had 
never feen the Southern Provinces at all, jt 
was determined on their ai:rival at that city 
to proceed to the (hore of the Mediterranean 
before they went into Switzerland. 

It was the fineft feafojpi of the year and 
the lovelieft wither imaginable. The party 
confulted . therefore only pleafure on their 
way. Sqmjetimes they went no more than 
a fingle ftage in a day, and- employed the 
-reft in viev>^ing ^y plftqe in it'$ neighbow- 

hood 
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hood worth their curiofity. They ofteA 
left iheir carriages to walk, to faunter, to 
dine on tlic grafs on provifions they had 
brought with them ; and whenever a beau- 
tiful view or uncommon fcene prefented 
themfelves, they flopped to admire them ; 
and Bellozane drew fketches, which were 
put into Emmeline's/<?r//(?«/7/^. 
' As they were travelling between Mar- 
feilles and Toulon they entered a road 
bounded on each fide by mountainous 
rocks, which Ibmetimes receding, left be- 
tween them finall but richly cultivated 
vallles ; and in other parts fo nearly met 
each other, as to leave little more room 
than ftjfficed ft)r the carriage to pafs ; wbile 
the turnings of the road were fo angular 
and abrupt, that it feemed every moment 
to be carrying them into the bofom of the 
rock. Thro* this defile, as it was quite 
Ihady, they agreed to walk. 

In fome places huge mafles impended 
: over them, of varied form and colour, with- 
out any vegetation but fcattered molfes ; in 
others, aromatic plants and low fhrubs; 

the 
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the lavender, the thyme, the rofemary^ the 
mountain fage, fringed the fteep craggs, 
while a neighbouring aclivity was fliaded 
with the taller growth of holly, phillyrea, 
and ever-green oak ; and the next covered 
perhaps with the glowing purple of the 
Mediterranean heath. The fummits of 
almoft all, crowned with groves of fir, larch, 
and pine. 

Emmeline in filent admiration beheld 
tliis beautiful and fingular fcene ; and with 
the pleafure it gave her, a, foft and melan- 
cholly fenfation was mingled. She wanted 
to be alone in this delightful place, or with 
fome one who could lliare, who could un- 
derftand the fatisfaftion (he felt. She knew 
nobody but Godolphin who had taftc and 
enthufiafm enough to enjoy it, 

Infenfibly fhe left Lady Wefthaven and 
the Chevaher behind her ; and paffing his 
Lordfliip and tl>e Baron, who were deeply 
engaged in a difcourfe about the military 
operations of i the paft war, flie walked on 
with fome quicknefs. Intent on the ro- 
mantic widdilefs of the cliffs with which fhe 
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was furrounded, and her mind affociating 
with it the idea of him on whom it now 
perpetually dwelt, flie had brought Godol- 
phin before her, and was imagining what 
he would have faid had he been with her,; 
wi;h what warmth he would enjoy, with 
>vhat tafte c^nd fpirit point out the beauty 
of fcenes fo eiichanting. 

She had now left her companions at fome 
diftance, yet as (he h^ard their voices fwell 
in the breeze along the defile, {he felt no 
apprehcnfion. In the narroweft part of it, 
where flie faw only deep craggs and the, 
iky, which their bending tops hardly ad^ 
.mittcd, ilie was flopped by a tranfpajent 
ftream, which burfling fuddenly with fome 
.vioJencQ <Jvit of the rock, is received into a 
fmall refervpix of ftone and then carried 
away in {lone channels to a village at fome 
.diftance* _ . . 

While Emmeline ftood contemplating 
this beautiful fpring, {he b,eiield in aa 
jexcavkion.in tlie rock clofe toit^.two per- 
&ns fitting on= a bench, which had been 
ludely cut for the paflei>ger .to xdl# One 

of 
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of them appeared to be a man about 
fifty ; he wore a (hort hght coloured coat, 
a waiftcoat that had once been of em- 
broidered velvet ; from his head, which was 
covered firft with a red thrum night-cap, 
and then with a fmall hat, bound with tar- 
niftied lace, depended an immenfe queue ; 
liis face, tho* thin and of a mahogany 
darknefs, fcemed to exprcfs penetration 
and good humour; and Emmcline, who 
had at firft been a little ftartled, was no 
longer under alarm; when he, on perceiving 
her ne^ r the entrance of the cavern, flew 
nimbly out of it, bowed to the ground, and 
pulling off moil politely his dirum night- 
cap, enquired — '* Si Mademoifelle voudrez 
*' bienfe repefer ?'* * 

Emmeline thanked him, and advanced 
towards the bench ; from which a girl about 
feventeen, very^ brown but very pretty, had 
on her approach arifen, and put up into a 
kind of wallet the remains of the provifions 
they had been eating, which were only 
fruit and black bread. As ibon as the old 

• If the j'oung Wy would pleafe to fitdown, . 
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Frenchman perceived that Emmeline* in- 
tended to fit down, he fprung before her, 
bruflied down the feat with his cap, and 
then making feveral profound bows, affured 
•' Mademoifdle qu'elle pourroit s^ ajfcoir fails 
** incommoditi.^*^ 

The young woman, dreffed like the 
pnifannes oi t\\c country, was modefUy re- 
tiring; but Emmeline defired her to re- 
main ; and entering into converfation with 
her, found fli^i;^s the daughter of the 
afliduous old Fraichman, and that he ^as 
going with her to Toulon in hopes of pro- 
curing her a fervice. 

The Baron and Lord Wefthaven now 
approached, and laughingly reproached 
Emmeline for having deferted them. She 
told them fhe was enchanted with the feat 
fhe had found, and (hould wait there for 
the Chevalier and Lady Wefthaven. 

^« I am only grieved," faid (he, ** that I 
*^ have difturbed from their humble fupper 
'^ thefe good people/* 

The two gentlemen then fpoke to the 

* That (he might fit down without inconvenience. 
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old Frenchman; whofe countenance had 
fomething of keen intelligence and humble 
civility which prejudiced both in his favour. 
** *Je voisbiettj' faidhe, addreffinghim- 
leif to Lord Wefthaven, — ^^ je voisbien que 
•' j'ai rhonneur de parler a un Milor An- 

/^ Eh I cemment?'' anfwered his Lord- 
(hip— ." comment ? tu connois done bien les 
" Anglais r^'-f 
^^ Oh out f'^ai pajje a letir fervice une 

par tie de inajeuneJfe.''''-^-^Ilsfont les meiU 

leur maitres — "J 

Parle tu Anglais^ tnon ami ?"§ 

" Yes Milor, I fpeak little Engifli. 
^' MaiSy^ continued he, relapfing into die 
volubility of his own language — ** Mais il 
^^ y^a a peu pres dix neuf ans, depuis que 
^' mon maitre^^mon pauvre maitre mouroit 
'^ dans mes bras he las I — s*il avoit vecu—* 

♦ I perceive I have the honour to fpeak to an 
Englifh ndblcman. 

t How ? are you then well acquainted with the 
Englifh ? 

X I pafled part of my youth in their fervicc> ; 
They are the beft mailers in the world. 

§ Do you fpeak Englifti, m^ tmxA^ 
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*' car iletoit tout jeun-^^ aurois faffi ma vie 
^* entiere avez lui^-^faurois retournez avee 
** lui en Angle terre — Ab c'eji un pah char- 
*/ mant que cette Angleterre.'^'^ 
• * You hav^ been there then ?'* 
He anfwered that he' had been three 
limes ; and (hould have been happy had k 
pleafed heaven to have ended his days 
there. 

" The praife you beftow on our country, 
^' myfriend,** faid Lprd Wefthaven; ^* is 
" worth at leaft this piece dejix francs^ 
•* and the beauty de ceite jqlie enfant y^-\* 
added he, turning towards the little pai^ 
fanne^ " is interefting enough to induce 
^' me to enquire whether fuch a gift may 
*^ not ferve her to purchafe guelques petit es 
** ample (tes a la ville.^''^ He prefented 
the young woman with another crown. 



• It is almoft nineteen years, fince my mafter— 
xny poor mafter, died in my arms ; had he lived, 
for he was quite a young man, I (hould have pail'ed 
my life with him— ^1 fhould have returned with him to 
England — Ah, that England is a charming country I 

+ Of this pretty maid. 

X Some little neceffarics, bargains, at the neigh- 
boaripp town. 
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The old Frenchman feemed ready to 
thank his Lordlhip \vi,th hrs tears. 

Without folicitation or ceremony, feeing 
that the gentlemen were dilpofed to lifteii 
to him, he began to relate his ^^ fhort and 
limple" ftory. 

Lady Wefthaven and the Chevalier now 
arrived. But (he fat down by EmmeHne, 
iarid defired the old man to continue what* 
ever he was faying. ' ' 

^^ He has beeh prliiing.onr coUntry/' 
faid Liord Wefthaven, ^^ and iii return I 
^' am willing to hear the hiftory of hrmfelf, 
^^ which he feems very defirous of relating.** 

*V I was in the army/' faid he, ** as we 
** all are ; 'till being taken with a plurify 
** at Calais, and rendered lorig incapable 
"of duty, I got my' difcharge, and hired 
^' myfelf as a traveUing valet to a Milor 
^^ Anglais. With him (he was the bed 
'* mafter in the world) I lived -fix years, 
l^^rwentrwith him to Ehglahd when he 
'^ came to his eftate, and five years after- 
'^ wards came back with him to France* 
*^ He met with a misfortune in lofing une 
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** Jame Ires aimaUe, and never was quite 
*' well afterwards. To drive aWay trouble, 
** pour/e diffipefj he went among a fet of 
** his own countrymen, and I believe k 
^^ chagrin y and living too freely, gave liim 
^* a terrible fever. Une fievre ardente lui 
^' S<^\fi^ ^ Milan ^ fes compagnons apparent- 
** ment n^amoit gueres hs malades;^ for 
^^ nobody came near him except a young 
^' furgeon who arrived there by accident, 
^^ and hearing that an Englifhman of 
*' faftiion lay ill, charitably vifited him. 
^' But it was too late. He had already 
^' been eleven days under the hands of an 
^* Italian phyfician, and when the Englifh 
^^ gentleman faw him he faid he had only 
** a few hours to live. 

** He fat by him however. But my 
^* poor mafter was fenfelefs ; 'till about an 
" hour before he died he recovered his 
** recoUeftion. . 

*' He ordered me to bring him two littte 
*^ boxes, which he always carried with him, 

• A burning fever feized him at Milan; hU 
companions feem^d to have but little affedlo):i for 
the fick. 
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*' and charged me to go to England with 
** bis body, and deliver thofe boxes to a 
*^ perfon he named. He bade me give 
** one of his watches, which was a very 
*^ rich one, to his brodier, and told tne to 
keep the other in memory of my mafter. 
Then he fpoke to the ftranger — * Sir," 
faid he, ^ fince you have the humanity to 

* intereft yourfelf for a perfon unknown 

* to you, have the goodnefs to fee that 

* -my fervant is fufFered to execute what 1 
^ have direfted, and put your feal on my 
^ efFeds, The money I have about me* 
' my cloaths, and my common watch, I 
^ have given him. Fie knows what far- 

* ther I would have done ; I told him on 
' the fecond day of my illnefs. Baptift— * 
' you remember* ■ >* 

He tried to fay fomething more ; but 
in a few moment he died in my arms. 

With the affiftance of the young 
EngliCh furgeon, I airanged every thing 
as my mailer dircdted. I went with his 
corps to England, and received a large 
*^ prefent from his brother, wliom , however, 

" 1 did 
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** I did not fee, becaufe he was not in 
'• London. Then I returned to Franfce/^ 

*' Since you loved England fo much/' 
enquired the Baron, ** puifque vous aimiez 
•* tant cet pais pourquoi ne pas y* refier ?"* 

** Ab^ Mojijieur! fetoisrtche\ etjebrulez 
*' de partager mes richeffe avez unejoliejille 
** dont fetois eperdument amour eux.^^^ 

•^ Eb bien r 

^' I married her, Monfieur; and for 
*^ above two years we were the happieft 
** people on earth. But we were very 
^ thoughtlef^. Je ne fcais comment cela ft 
*' fdifoit^ mes ejpece Anglais^ qui je croyais 
*' inepuifahlefe dijfiperent peu a pes^ et enjin 
^* il falloit fonger a quelque prcv'fion pour 
^ mafemmeet mes deuxpetitesjilles.'^\ 

^^ I returned dierefore into the Limofin^ 

• 

♦ Why not ftay there ? 

t Ah, Sir! I was rich, and Ilonged eagerly to 
fliare my riches with a pretty young woman with 
whom I was dillraftedly in love. 

X I know not how.it happened, my Engliih mo- 
ney, which I thought inexhauftible, diminiflied by 
little and little ; and at length it was neceflary tc^ 
think what I was to do for my wife and my two 
little girls. 

" of 
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^ of which province I was a' native ; but 
^^ fome of my family were dead, and the 
** reft had neither power or incHnation to 
'* afliftdieir poor relations. The feigneur 
*^ of the village had bought a poft at Paris, 
*^ and was about to quit his chateau. He 
^' heard I was honeft; and therefore, tho* 
'^^ he had very little to lofe, he put me into 
*.' it. I worked in the garden, and raifed 
^^ enough, with the little wages we had, to 
^^' keep us. My wife learned to work, and 
•*' my two little girls were healthy and 
** happy. 

*' Out MeJieurSy nous etions pauvre a la 
^^ verite! mats nous itions tres contdnts!^ 
^' *tili about eight months ago ; and then 
** an epidemical diftemper broke out in 

the village, and carried off my wife 

and my eldeft daughter. 

** Ohy Therefe ! et toi ma petite Suzctte,je 
^^ tephurs; encore ar4erementje tepleurs "'I 

* Yes, gentlemen, we were indeed poor; butw« 
were very, very happy 1 

J Oh! Theicfii! — and you, my poor Suzette-, I 
lament ye !— bitterly I ftill deploie your lofs ! 

Vol. III. P The 
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The poor Frenchman turned away and 
wept bitterly. 

*^ Je feats hien^ continued he — *^ je 
'^ feats bien qu'il faut s*accoutumer a Us 
** fouffrances!^ We might ftill have lived 
*^ on, Madelon and me, at our ruinous 
** chateau ; but the poffeflbr of it dying, 
** his fon fent us notice that he fliould pull 
" it down (indeed it muft Toon have fel- 

len) and ordered us to quit it. 

Ainfi mi veila, Meffieurs^ a cinquanii 
*^ sns^ fans pain. Mais pour cela je m 

mUmbarraffe pas\Jije pourrois bien placer 
** ma pauvre Madelon tcut ira bien /'*-}- 

There was in this relation a touching 
fimplicity which drew tears from Lady 
Wefthaven and Emmeline. The whole 
party became interefted for the father and 
the daughter, who had wept filently while 
he was relating their {k>ry» 



• 1 know well— I know, that we muft learn to 
faWer\ 

t Sb h^rc I aii^ gentlemen, at fifty years old, with* 
out bread to eat. fiut it is not that whic^ troubles 
»ie-7lf I could get a comfortable place for my p6or 
M;^d6lon, all would be well i 

** Can 
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** Can nothing be done for thefe poor 
•* creatures?*' faid Lady Wefthaven. 

^^ Certainly we will afiift them,** an- 
fwered her Lord. — " But let us enquire 
** how we can beft do it. Tu t^appelles ?'** 
continued he, fpeaking to the Frenchman. 

" Baptifte La Fere^^mau mon nomme de 
•* gH^re, et de condition fut toujours Li 
" Limojtn.'^'f 

" Dites moi donc^X Monjieur Le LimO'- 
** fifty * faid his Lordftiip, ** what hopes 
** have you of placing yaurdaugtecr at 
"Toulon?*' 

•^ Alas ! Milor, but little. I know no- 
•* body there but an old relation of my 
^^ poor wife's, who is Tcurhn at a con* 
** vent ; and if I cannot get a fervice for 
** Madelon, I muft give the good abbeft 
*V a little money to take her till I can dm 
*^ fomething better for her^'* 

• Your name? 

t Baptifle La Fere. Bat the name under whiek t 
ferred as a foldier and as a fenrant ii JLe Limoiin. 

I Tell me then.. 

^^ And 
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" And where do you expeft to get mo- 
'' ney?'' 

** Tenez^ mon Seigneur^'* anfvvered he, 
puUing a watch out of his pocket, ^* ayez 
*^ la bonte d' examiner cet montre.'^ It is an 
** EngUlh watch. Gold ; and in a gold 
*' cafe. I have been offered a great deal 
*' of money for it; but in all my poverty, 
'* in all my diftrcires, I have contrived to 
^' keep itbecaufe it was the laft gift of my 
** dear matter. But now., my poor Ma- 
** delon mud be thought of, and if it - 
'* mull: be fo, I will fell it and pay for 
*^ her ftaying in the convent/' 

" You (hall riot do' that, my Friend/*' 
replied Lord Wefthaven, ftill holding the 
watch in his hand. 

It had a cypher, H. C. M. and a creft 
engraved oa it. 

'^ H. C. M?" faid his LordQiip, " and 
^' the Mowbray creft? Pray what was your 
^* mafter's name?" 



* See, my Lord; have the goodnefs ta look at 
t)us watch. 
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** Milor MoubraVj^ anfwered Le Li- 
mdfin. 

*^ Comment? Milor Mowbray?^* . 

*' Out MiloT'^regardez s'il vous plait. 
** Voila fon Chiffre^ HenriXharles Mou- 
** bray — et voila le cimier du famille.*^^ 

Emmeline, who no longer doubted but 
this was her father's fervant, was fo much 
affected, that Lady Wefthaven, apprehend- 
ing Ihe would faint, called for afliftance; 
and the Chevalier, who during this con- 
verfation had attended only to her, fnatched 
up the beechen cup out of which Lc Li- 
nioHn and Madeton had been drinking, 
and which flill ftood on the ground, and 
flying with it to the fpring,- brought it in- 
ftantly back filled with water; while Lady 
Wefthaven bathed her temples and held to 
her her fa!ts. She foon recovered •, and 
then fpeaking in a faint voice to his Lord- 
fliip, faid — '' My Lord, this is the fervant 
•■^ in whofe arms my poor father expired* 

.* Yes, my Lord; be fo good as to obfervc. 
Th^rc is his cypher H. C. M. and there the fiimily, 
crcft; 

<^ Do 
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" Do allow me to. intercede wkh your 
V* Lordftiip for him and for his dau^CTj 
V but let him" i;H>t know, to-night at leaft, 
^f who I am. I cannot again bear a cir- 
" cumftamial detail about my father/' 

Lord Wefthaven now led Le Limofin 
out of the cave; told him he had deter- 
mined, as he had known his matter's fa- 
mily, to take him into bis own (ervice, and 
that Lady Wefthaven would provide for 
his daughter. At this intelligmice the poor 
fellow grew almofl frantic. He wouldi 
have thrown himfclf at the feet of his hent«<^ 
faAor had he noi: been prevented; tlien 
flew back to fetch his Madelon, that Ihc 
might join in prayers and beti^di&iof^;.; 
and hardly could Lord .Wefthaven per-* 
fuade him to be tranquil enough to under- 
ftand the orders he gave him, which wcro 
to hire fomekind of conveyance at the next. 
village to carry his daughter to Toulon;, 
where he gave him a diredion to find Wa 
Englilh benefaftor the next day* 
, It was now late, and the party haftened 
to leave this romantic fpot, which had been 

marked 
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marfced by Co fiitgular a meeting. On theiV 
arrival at Toulon, they equipped, and Tent 
away before them to St. Alpin, Le Limofia 
and Madelon, the latter of whom Lady 
Wefthaven took entirely to wait on Em- 
meline. 

The foft heart ^d tender fpirits of Em-- 
meline had not yet recovered the detail (he 
had heard of her father's death. A penfive 
melancholy hung over her> which the Che- 
valier, nothing doubting his own perfec- 
tions, hoped was owing to a groA^ing af- 
fedion for himfelf. But it had feveral 
fources of which he had no fufpicion ; and 
it mad« the remaining three weeks of theit 
tcMir appear tedious to Emmeline; who 
languilhed to be at St. Alpin, where (he 
hoped to find letters from Mrs. Stafford 
and from Lady Adelina. She thought it 
{an age (inte (he had heard from the latter ; 
and fecretly but anxioufty indulged an 
hope of meeting a krge pacquet which 
might contain fome intelligence of Godol- 
plnn. 

fiND OF TH8 THIRD VOLUME* 
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